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PREFACE.

“ A trumpet-call gathered the scattered ;
The urns stood alone on the plain ;
By the sea wave, with face turned westward,
You lifted the banner again.”—Lzo.

HIE Columbian Celebration at Gartan

on the 9th of June, 1897, deserves

a ])(;1‘11);[11(}11‘{ j'(;(-(nﬂ. The cere-

\\> monial, the addresses, the messages,

the events of every kind, ought all to

live in the memory of the people. Rarely

does it fall to one’s lot to transmit an account of any celebra-

tion at once so happy in itself and so fruitfulin good results.

Tf {he Gartan Festival has done much for the revival of

the Irish language, it has done much also to impress the

popular imagination with the true ideals of life, that are
found 1n Columba and the Saints of his time.

To the Gartan celebration and its completion at Letter-
kenny this volume is almost exclusively devoted. ~ The
splendid celebrations held in America can only be men-
tioned. Nearer home, in St. Columba’s beloved Derry, the
(entennial evoked overflowing fervour and enthusiasm under
warm patronage and skilful organisation. In Tona Protes-
tants and Presbyterians vied with the Catholics of Scot-

land in paying homage to the great Apostle of the Nation.




Nor did Durrow forget the honour due to the illustrious
founder who made its name for ever famous in the annals
of the Saints and Scribes of Ireland. Holywood rejoiced.

Wor the convenience of the general reader, the editor has

put together the leading events of Columba’s life in a brief

sketch. He has been enjoined by the Committees in charge
of the different departments to make no mention by name of
the clergymen, who did the work of preparation so admi-
yably for the Festival; and it only remains for him to state
that the Holy Father, at the prayer of the Bishop of
Raphoe, had generously removed the obligation of fast and
abstinence at Gartan, and given permission for the Mass of
the Saint on the 9th of June, 1897, which happened to be

an Fmber Day in Pentecost Week.

E. Macuirg, D.D.
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SECTION 1.

FIRST INTRODUCTION.
(From the Ireeman’s Jouwrnal, June 4th, 1897.  Specially ( ‘ontributed).

ST. COLUMBA.

THE GARTAN FESTIVAL.

HE preparations for the Columbian
Celebration at Gartan on the 9th
of June are almost complete, and,
with fair weather, the event pro-
mises fo be one of rare interest.
There will be High Mass of the Saint
at the natal spot, though the day falls
in Pentecost week, by special permis-
sion from the Holy Father, who has also been pleased to
relax the Ember fast and abstinence for the assembly. Out
of reverence for Columba, however, abstinence from drinks
will be in high favour at the celebration, and the total al-
stinence societies for leagues around are to muster in full
force. The past and present priests of the parish are named
for the sacred ceremonies, the sermon being assigned to Rev.
A. M‘Nelis, P.P., who will speak in Irish, just as the lan-
guage is spoken in his parish of Gartan and Termon. After
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament and a 7e Dewm, there




will be many short addresses in both languages on various
aspects of St. Columba’s life. Before and after dinner hour
there is to be vocal and instrumental Irish music and time
for reverencing both the spot where the saint was born and
the ancient church he founded. The view from this church
is superb.  If Glenveigh and Errigal are intercepted by the
background of high mountain, in front lie the three Gartan
lakes, like the leaves of a silver shamrock at the pilgrim’s
feet. Old crosses and old tombs cannot altogether draw
oft his eves from a seene so fair; no, not even his devout
prayers and the turas and the holy well. That beautiful
mansion on the southern shore of Lough Beagh, as its popu-

o

lar proprietor will tell, was built out of the walls of the old
castle on the large island near the opposite shore, wherein
Godfrey O'Donnell lay under care of his physicians for a
vear after the battle of Credran-cille (1257). The land ad-
joining the water entrance to that ancient fortress is the
very land that was cleared in the Glenveigh evictions, so
graphically described by A. M. Sullivan in “ New Ireland.”
[t is pleasant to state that Mrs. Adair has for some time
past been constructing a fine road from Crartan straight to
Glenveigh Castle, and so close to the birthplace of Columba
that it will Le of great service for the Columbian cele-
bration. Would that the worthy lady saw her way to bring
back the brave peasantry whose happy homes once studded
the slopes of Derryveigh! Stranger things have happened.
Mrs. Adair takes a deep interest in the Centennial Festival,
and it is enough to inspire many a bold resolve that the very
same Ifather James M‘IFadden, of Cloghaneely, who, as a
noble hearted young priest, accompanied the Glenveigh
pecple and saw them embark for Australia, is to deliver an
address at Gartan on the great Saint who founded the monas-
tery of Tory Island in his parish, and whose Tory chalice
of stone he retains to this day in his possession. The

patriot priest of Gweedore has written a beautiful Irish letter

5
from San Francisco for the occasion. Gartan. in the very
heart of ['yrconnell, was the nursing ground of saints and
warriors. The O’Freels, descended from St. Columba’s only
brother, Eoghan, one of whom as Coarb of Columbkille at
Kilmacrenan maugurated the chieftains of Tvrconnell, on
s Roeel: S : i
the Reck of Doon, are here still, and alone retain the secret

of supplying “ Gartan clay.” Tt will also be remembered

Tomb of Godfrey O’Donnell,

that the last Abbot of Tona was an O’ Freel. Bv a curious

coincidence the field of assembly on the 9th is occupied by an
old man, who rejoices in the name of Bradley, but whose
Irish name of O’Brolloghan was dear to Derry and Tona at
the close of the twelfth century. Then the flag on which
A % | . . 3 . i k)

St (vlum_h was bornis in a field belonging to an O Doherty,
descended, like the O’Donnells and O0’Boyles, from the Cinel
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Tauideach, still spoken of here, whose good swords made
them lords of Tyrconnell and victors on many a battlefield in
Treland, Spain, and Austria. The O'Muldoreys, (O’ Cannons,

and O'Gallaghers, as the senior branch of the Cinel Conal,

sprung from King Ainmire, who joined in the grant of Derry
and Raphoe to Columba, while the MacSwineys and many
other Donegal families were of the Cinel Owen. On the 9th
there wili be early Mass in Letterkenny, with a choral
rendering of ““ Columba Penna Nivea,” from an old office,
before the procession of vehicles leaves for Gartan. The
vehicle question has been a serious one for the Centennial
Ccanmittee. As the birthplace of Columba is so far from a
raitway station, and as the local demand for cars was sure
to be very heavy, the committee dreading <1is:1]')lmininl(‘nts
to strangers, decided to give scarcely any puh]i(: notice of
the event. Then since the Iona celebration was first
ammounced the committee considered that, as Tona was the
oreatest glory of Columba, and as his first companions and
his early successors there went out from Donegal, it would be
better te do nothing they could avoid that might interfere
with the Scotch celebration ; and so they determined to issue
no invitations whatever. Besides, at Derry, Holywood, and
Durrow the day was to be kept in a manner worthy of the
Saint that raised them so high. And thus it came about
that the Gartan Celebration has been organised on diocesan
lines, and that only persons connected by birth with the
Diocese of Raphoe have been asked to make addresses on
the occasion. But the festival is confined in no other way ;
and many Gaels, who expect to mark decided progress in the
[rish language movement, from the inkling that has reached
them, and who have heard what a Donegal welcome is like,
are taaking sure of a conveyance by looking to their bicycles
to carry them on their pilgrimage. At Lifford, as one
enters Tyrconnell (locally, Kast Donegal or the Lagan,

Tirendna or Magh-Tha, according to taste) from Strabane

Station on the Great Northern, Manus O’Donnell com-
pleted his Irish life of St. Columba in 1532, in his Castle
of Port-na-tree-Navad. The neighbourhood of Clonleigh
is coon reached, where once flourished a famous school of
learning and piety—fostered alike by Cinel Owen and Cinel
Conal. Further on Draihit Eunan (so the Gartan people

Mantelpiece, Donegal Castle.

will teach one to pronounce Adamnan) lies to the left in the
divection of Raphoe, dear alike to Eunan and Columba. Still
further on, within five miles of Letterkenny, on the right is
the ancient Church of Ryemochy, in which the boy Columba,
acccrding to a beautiful legend, took up the words of the

psalm that neither his venerable preceptor, the good priest




Cruthechan, nor the aged Bishop Brugach of Rye could re-
call. TIn the same line of vision from the main road lower
down on the right bank of Lough Swilly stand the ruins
of Ballehan Abbey, facing beautiful Kill-O'Donnell on the
opposite shore of the lake. Soon the traveller comes close
to the waters of the Swilly that often, alas! ran red with the
blood of O’Neills and O’Donnells arrayed against one another
in endless wars. Oh, that the blood shed at Knockavoe, near
Lifford, in 1522, at Ballehan in 1557, aud at Fersat More
in 1667, had been shed for Ireland! Three thousand brave
Tyrone men went down in these three engagements within
half a century, besides the Tyrconnalian lIosses, and after Fer-
sat More, Shane O’Neill’s power was broken for ever. H
crossed the Swilly and escaped from the incoming tide with a
few followers three miles higher up the river, at Scariff Hollis.
The procession on the 9th, starting from near the beautiful
white walls of St. Eunan’s new cathedral, reaches this place
by Conwall, wherein the victor of Credrancille reposes after
dying in the arms of another victory,

'
vained, alas! over an

tel

1uvading neighbour. ~Scariff Hollis itself has a sad history.

It was here, on the 21st of June, 1650, that the remnant of

Owen Roe O’'Neill's army, which in Owen's time had never
tasted defeat, was cut to pieces under Heber M‘Mahon by
Coote and Venables. Every field around bears a name of
woe, reminding one of that fatal day, after which the Done-
gal Trish, or, rather, the women and children that alone sur-
vived, had to fly bevond Gartan, to Gweedore and The
Rosses. Soon. the high road leads from the banks of this
battle-famous river to the inland country of Columba.
Teniple-Douglas is at hand, where the infant—whether
Crimthan, or Columba—was baptised, where his ceud-
mneehead 1s still shown, and where an anecient church shadows
the graves of many of the anointed ones of the Cinel Conal
in every grade of ecclesiastical rank. A couple of miles

further on, the term of the pilgrimage is reached—the place

where he was born, of whom his mother, Eithne, dreamed
that beautiful dream, and St. Patrick speke that beautiful
prophecy. Then, at the close of a memorable day, the way
back to Letterkenny lies by Doon, where O’Freel blessed
both well and chief, and by Kilmacrenan, where St. Colum-
ba’s nephews, the sons of Nenan, gave a new name to Doire-
Tithne. A mew heart and a new spirit in the old and true
ways of knowledge, is a fair prophecy for the land of
Columba from the auspicious celebration. Motherland of
Tona’s saints and home of Kilbarron’s scholars, may you
again kave your Columbas and Adamnans, your Colgans and
your Masters! Aye, and your Godfreys, your Red Hughs
and your Butts !

”»

Initial, *“ Book of Kells.




SECOND INTRODUCTION.
(From the Derry Journal, 9th June, 1897.  Specially Contributed).

ST. COLUMBA.

THE GARTAN FESTIVAL TO-DAY,

all Columba’s Irish foundations the
first to become an KEpiscopal See
was Ratbot, the fort of booths or
cottages. Tt stood in the midst of
a rich plain, not easily rivalled for
corn or clover ; and the very miracles
that are recorded of Columba at
Raphoe seem to suggest the fruitfulness of the soil
that had fallen to the lot of Enna, son of Nial. This
[inna was the progenitor of Ronnat, mother of Adamnan (or
Kunan®, who became the second founder and the Patron of
Raphoe. Thus it happens that the ancient diocese, 1n
which the Gartan celebration takes place, rests its founda-
tions both on Adamnan and Columba; for Adamnan suc-
ceeded Columba in Raphoe, as he did in Iona itself. The
Bishop of Raphoe in our ancient annalists is Coarb of
Adamnan, or Coarb of Columba and Adamnan, the latter
name being the distinctive one. Reeves thinks this pre-
ference came from the maternal connections of Adamnan.
But more probably the full cause is something different.

That Ronan of the Cinel Conal, father of Adamnan, while

11

living near Drimhome, in South Donegal, would allow the

young saint the advantage of frequent visits to the Colum-
bian Abbey, as his mother’s native place, il is most reason-
able o suppose. That, in later years, Adamnan succeeded
to the headship of this house, and received large grants from

his maternal relatives to enlarge the foundation, would be

Initial, “ Book of Durrow.”

events in the natural order of such things. But they scarcely
account for attributing .\])il‘ituu] patronage to Adamnan in a
Cclumbian monastery, whereas all difficulty on this score
disappears once it is supposed that the ninth Abbot of Hy

was the same as Adamnan or Eunan, first Bishop of Raphoe.




That Bede speaks of him as a priest, according to the estab-
lished custom of Tona, and that the early writers do not
call him a bishop are serious points on the other side. Tiet
us see can they be met. Though he returned to Tona to die
(704), Adamnan spent the last six years of his life in Treland,
not, perhaps, uninfluenced by the opposition of the island
monastery to its abbot’s unremitting efforts to secure unifor-
mity with the rest of the Churchin the time for celebrating
Easter. This is the period when he might be expected to
take refuge with his powerful relatives at Raphoe before
every other place. Indeed we can scarcely assign any other
years of his busy life when residence there could have been so
important and continuous as subsequent history shows it
must have been, and we have no authentic record of sojourns
elsewhere at this time in any way inconsistent with a sedes at
Raphoe. Neither does the silence of early writers male it
improbable that he was then in episcopal orders.  His
active life-work was nearing its close, and, in various ways,
his becoming a bishop may have seemed helpful for the ac-
complishment of his labours in the North of Ireland, even
though that was the age of abbatial greatness. Bede’s ac-
quuintance with him was earlier, for Bede apparently did not
Lknow that he wrote a Life of Columba. Then the state of
teeling among the brethren at Tona would naturally tend to
sitence as to the higher order on his return. There is fair
evidence, though not in the oldest writers, that Fergona, the
fourth abbot, who stands midway between Columba and
Adamnan, was a bishop. The higher episcopal order was
always scrupulously respected in Tona, and a bishop was fre-
quently attached to the monastery -for episcopal functions
without any interference with abbatial jurisdiction. Doubt-

less, if the abbot happened, against precedent, to be a bishop,

he would administer, direct, and govern with. the wusual

authority of abbot and no more. Even now a bishop ad-

mitted into the Jesuits is treated like the other Fathers of

Cathach (top).
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the Society. And thus the ninth abbot of Hy, who was un-
doubtedly the Patron of Raphoe, is identified with the
Tunan or Adamnan, whom we revere as first bishop of that
diocese, and for whom a special Office has been recently sanc-
tioned by the Holy See. Father Cannon, a descendant of
the O’Cannons, once Chiefs of Tyrconnell, from whom Letter-
kenny takes its name, was to enlarge on this subject at
Gartan; for to him had been assigned ““St. Columba, St.
Adamnan, and Raphoe.” But as he has been unable to re-
turn from America for the celebration, the above outline of
his argument may be interesting. Of all Columba’s succes-
sors, Adamnan, or Funan, as he is called in the diocese of
Raphoe, with a much nearer approach tc accuracy, was by
far the greatest. His “ Life of Columba,” and treatise “ De
Tocis Sanctis,” constitute our most valuable literary inherit-
ance from the golden age of Irish faith® His public ser-
vices to Church and State throughout the Three Kingdoms
give him a place by himself in our history. Even the bardic
invention about his urging a continuance of the Leinster
tribute cannot take from the exalted character of one whom
stranger and kinsman alike admired for his lifelong tri-
umph over flesh and blood, and his unswerving devotion
to right at any sacrifice of earthly ties. Not only at
Raphoe, but at (olumba’s beloved Derry, in Iona and
throughout Secotland, he did marvels to consolidate the
work of his sainted predecessor and relative. His Life of
(Columba, adorned with the magnificent scholarship of
Reeves, is a treasury of information about the early lrish
Church. It is the first of three classical Lives of Columba,
besides so many able memoirs from living authors. The
second is the work of Manus O’Donnell, which the literary
executors in the great Jesuit ( )rder of Father Denis Murphy,
one of the most cultured Irishmen this generation has seen,
may be trusted to turn to best account. The third is Mon-
talambert’s beautiful life, which is not surpassed by

15

I\Ta‘(':uﬂuy's biographical sketches in brilliancy of style; and
which approaches the models of Greece and Rome in com-
prehengive power of treatment. But at a cele-
bration like the Gartan TFestival, not the ILives of
Columba nor his compositions in Irish and Latin, however
deserving to be prized, but the various aspects of the saint’s
life, are suited for the addresses of the speakers. Already
St. Columba has been as fortunate in his biographers, the
battles notwithstanding, as the Greeks were in their his-

Cathach (side).

torians. His ceaseless copying of the Sacred Seriptures, at

a time when there was no printing press, in preference to
original composition, is a legacy of more value than all his
poetry, and the great assembly at the very spot where he was
born, under God’s blessing, will foster, in the breasts of
many, an earnest desire to study the lessons of his life in the
language which he spoke.




SECTION II.

LIFE OF ST. COLUMBA.

CH ARy,

That race a history has. Search out its annals.
Our Grecian songs for all their grace and light,
Measured with such, were as a wind-toss’d tress
Matched with yon sailing rack.—Ausrey De VERE.

AINT COLUMBA, one of the three

Patrons of Ireland and the world-famed

Apostle of Scotland, was born at Grartan,

about ten miles from the cathedral town

of Letterkenny, in the County of Done-

gal, on the 7th of December, in the year

521. His father Phelim was the grandson of Conal Gulban,
the most heroic of the eight sons of Nial of the Nine

: = ! S
Hostages, who had been High-King of [reland from 379 to

£05. It was during Nial’s reign that Saint Patrick was first

conveyed as a captive to the shores of Ireland. The Saint’s

mother, Ethnea, belonged to a branch of the illustrious
family of Cahir Mor, then in possession of the provincial
kingship of ILeinster. He was connected, in a word, by
blood with almost all the leading princely houses in Ireland
and in the north-west of Scotland. ¢ Thus,” says Dr. Reeves,
“the nobility of two races was combined in their son
(Columba), and, no doubt, contributed to the extended
influence which he acquired when education, piety, and zeal

were superadded to his honourable antecedents.”

It is related that, before the Saint was yet born, an angel
appeared to his mother in a dream, bearing a robe of
wondrous beauty and varied colours. Presently, to her
infense regret, the robe was gradually withdrawn, spreading
out its folds in all directions, and flying gently through the
air. The angel explained to her the meaning of the vision—
‘Thou shalt bring forth a son, who will be numbered among
the prophets of God, and who is destined by Him to lead
countless souls to their home in heaven.” He was baptised
by a holy priest named Cruitnechan, at Templedouglas, “a
place about half way between Gartan and Letterkenny,
where there is a cemetery of considerable extent, containing
the roofless walls of a large chapel, and at a short distance,
on the north-east within the enclosure, a square, elevated
space, which appears to have been artificially formed, and to
be the spot which, in O’Donnell’s time, was coupled with the
memory of the saint” (Reeves). We learn from the evidence
of numerous and exact writers, that it was not then uncommon
on the part of pious parents to place their children, in early
youth, under the guardianship of saintly and learned (%('(‘]cs::—
astics. Columba was in this way entrusted, while still very
young, to the fostering care and pious teaching of the
scholarly Cruitnechan, who had baptised him, and with whom
he now lived, prayed, and studied for many years at Doire-
Ethnea, afterwards called Kilmacrennan—a corruption of
Kilmacnennan, the Churel, of the son of Nennan, nephew of
Columba. Many are the fascinating stories that lend a
charm to the narrative of his boyish experiences and feats.

We are told that his angel guardian was in the habit of
appearing to him often, and that the child once asked him,
in sweetest innocence, whether all the other angels were as
young and as beautiful as' he. On another occasion, the
same guardian angel requested him to say which of all the
virtues he would prefer to possess. Without hesitation

B
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he answered, ¢ Chastity and Wisdom;” his choice was ap-
proved, his prayer granted, and the gift of prophecy was
superadded. Again, while he was still a mere child, and had
only learned to lisp the letters of the alphabet, he accom-
panied his watchful teacher, Cruitnechan, on a visit to
Raymochy, midway between Letterkenny and Raphoe, to
celebrate the Christmas festival with Bishop Brugach, who
resided there. One evening, the holy priest was reciting
with the Bishop alternate verses of the Psaltery, and had
reached the opening words of the psalm, Misericordias Domind,
when from indistinctness of vision or fatigue he halted, and
was unable to proceed further. Columba, noticing the em-
barrassment of his kindly master, took the book into his own
hands, and proceeded, without stop or stumble, to the close
of that long and difficult psalm.

Having completed the early stages of his education under
the devoted fosterage of Cruitnechan, he betook himself to
the monastic seminary of Moville, at the head of Strangfora
Lough, in the County Down. St. Finnian, Abbot of Moville,
belonged to the royal family of Ulster; the fame of his
school had attracted immense numbers of students, lay as
well as clerical. Prayer and study claimed most of their
time and attention ; but obedience demanded that they should

also engage in manual labour, when the rule so prescribed.

It would appear that the duty of grinding at night the grain
for the morning meal, was performed by the novices in rota-
tion. So quickly and yet so perfectly did Columba discharge
this task, when his turn came round, that his companions
were accustomed to say he had the assistance of an angel.
How long Columba remained with the monks of Moville,
we need not try to determine; but that his studies and
training in the religious life under their care extended over
several years may be reasonably inferred from the fact, that

he there received and exercised for some time clerical orders,
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including deaconship. Many learned and saintly writers—
and among them Cummian and the famous ;"\dumnzm—~
Ilt’c(»l'.fl a most striking miracle, said to have been performed
by ]nm.. while ministering at the altar in the capacity of
deacon, in the Mnn;lsicl‘_\f of Moville ; and, whatever (?l‘(‘(l.(‘n(ft‘
;\'o may attach to the story, it at least illustrates the bound-
ess (‘\'luctn with which he was, from early youth, regarded, as
a man of singular piety and faith. .On a festival mornino.
by some chance, while Bishop Finnian celebrated :f
ﬂ.l(' community Mass, no wine could be found for the
Hf)l‘.\' Sacrifice, and the sacred ministers were filled with
anxiety and confusion. Columba, proceeded to bring ¢ a
vessel of fountain water, which he blessed in the n:l:w of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who, at Cana in Galilee, changed
water into wine.” The holy youth then placed near Iln'
dl'f:ll‘. we are told, the vessel, now containing the purest
wine, and said to the ministers—¢ You }]:l\'[“ wine, which
our Lord has sent Yyou to perform His mysteries.” , A
Though Finnian of Moville was llil]lvl\‘(‘“'. a bishop, and
could have conferred the order of priesthood on ‘()nllxlnllln
the latter did not regard himself as yet possessing the fuli
measure of learning and devotion necessary fmj worthily
?'ccclving that high dignity. Hence he jr>111'11;~\'c(l sonth\\'zn';'
11'11.0 Leinster, and placed himself under the .\i»(*(-i:ll insh'u(-:
?mn of an aged and holy priest-bard named Gemman. where
in addition to his sacred studies, he devoted himst*lf/ to Huj
cultivation of poetry—an art in which he attained ovea
excellence. | S
' Jt.ls to this period of his life an incident is referred, which
1;\,?‘-1(1 t()‘ have spread his fame throughout the whole island.
ile (,xm?nnan was reading in a field, he heard a scream
and, on raising his eyes, he saw a frightened girl rushin«:
towards him, pursued by a s;l\'uge—looldﬁﬂ' l‘llfﬁillz who br:nj—

dished a spear in his hand. The aged man called upon
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Columba, who was deeply engaged in study at some distance,
to assist him in protecting the girl. Both of them used
persuasion and threats, but the wicked man drove his spear
through the innocent gi rl's heart, right beneath their cloaks.
“How long,” said Gemman, “will God permit this horrid
crime to go unpunished?” “Not one moment longer,”
answered the holy youth, « the soul of the murderer will go
down into hell, even while the soul of the murdered wings
its flight to heaven,” and, like another Ananias he fell dead
at his feet.

Having completed his course of instruction under Gemman,
our saint presented himself for admission into the far-famed
College of Clonard, in the County Meath, where sometimes
as many as 3,000 students, from various parts of western
Europe, attended the lectures and lived in a cluster of cells
around the monastery. Tradition has it, that when Columba
had secured admission, and requested to be shown the place
where he was to erect his hut, the abbot replied, “Just at the
entrance.” Next day the abbot, on finding the hut constructed
quite at a distance from the spot indicated, began to remon-~
strate, but the saint blandly replied, ¢ It is here the entrance
will soon be placed,” alluding to the increasing numbers and
approaching expansion of the Clonard institution.

The abbot was that other Finnian, who came to be known
later on as “ Master of the Saints,” but who, unlike his name-
sake of Moville, never attained the exalted order of bishop.
This is attributed to his humility, and it is a notable fact
that of his numerous students, distinguished alike for saintli-
ness and learning, only two ever received episcopal orders.
Most writers state that this was due to the wonderful power
of his example. In any case, Columba was sent to Etchen,
Bishop of Clonfad in Westmeath, for priesthood. This pre-
late was half-brother of Aedh, son of Ainmire, the sovereign

who granted the site of Derry to Columba.
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Even at this time Clonard had become an extensive and
famous College ; among its friars and novices it numbered
the “Twelve Apostles of Erin,” the most remarkable and
promising of whom was the future Abbot of Lona.

Having passed through all the stages of monastic traming,
having studied with marked success all the branches of
education in the college course at Clonard, and, being now
invested in priest’s orders, he retired to the Monastery of
St. Maobi at Glasnevin, there in solitude still further to
perfect himself for the work to which he was called hy God,
the true work of an apostle—to found churches and monas-
teries, to convert the infidel, and to strengthen the faithful
in grace. A strange plague dispersed the community at
Glasnevin, and Columba resolved to return to his native
Tyrconnel. When he had reached the river Moyola, which
flows into Lough Neagh, and is the boundary between the
dioceses of Armagh and Derry for some distance up its
course, he prayed that the plague might not be permitted to
advance beyond that stream, and his prayer was heard

Though the Saint had not yet completed his 25th year, his
apostolic mission was soon about to open ; his l‘oohi\/‘];\' were
now tending towards the spot indicated by the finger of God
as its hallowed starting point—his beloved Derry, or Daire-
Calgach, as it was then called. This important fort was the
residence of King Aedh, son of Ainmire, High-King of

Erin. Columba repaired to the royal abode, and, unasked,

King Aedh proferred him the fort as the beginning of a

monastery. This generous offer the Saint was obliged to de-
cline, for the time, being still under obedience to Muobi.
Just as he emerged, however, from the precincts of the
king’s residence, he met two travel-stained monks, who con-
veyed the news of Maobi’s death, and with it the testimony:
of his consent that Columba might accept a gift of territory;

in token whereof the deceased abbot had handed them his
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girdle to present to the saint. This message could be neither

doubted nor disregarded. Aedh’s offer was gladly embraced,

S
a church was at once built, and a flourishing monastery of

devoted monks, endowed with all essential equipments, men-
tal and material, gathered forthwith around the already
illustrious “ Dove of the Cells,” as if a magnet had attracted
them. His noble birth and princely connections were,
under God’s blessing, a powerful influence in collecting and
in welding together in harmony the elements that composed
this important mother-house of the Irish-Columbian monas-
teries. Amid the trying difficulties of this first great under-
taking, it is no matter of surprise that his ardent love of the
Blessed Sacrament and his well-attested intercourse with the
angels, lichtened the burden of his anxious cares, and in-
spired him with the spirit of untiring perseverance. We are
told by all the ancient writers, who touch upon his life, that
he never was known to forfeit one hour from prayer, study,
or, when it was necessary, manual labour.

Derry soon rose and flourished, and, like the towering oak
trees around-—from which it took its name — displayed
every element of strength and endurance. Within seven
brief years Columba’s tireless energy and his whole-hearted

devotion to labour in Derry, and in various parts of Donegal,

2
had been blessed with such rich fruits, that he now felt free
to withdraw, for a time, from his favourite monastery on the
Foyle, to undertake the project of a memorable foundation.
As a proof of the charity and importance of the Derry
monastery, it is on record that as many as a hundred of the
poor assembled each morning at its gates to receive a compe-
tence of food for the day.

It is a noteworthy fact that our Saint selected oak groves
as sites for his greatest monasteries in Ireland. Thus, on
leaving Derry he settled down in the north of King’s County,

at a place called Daire-Magh (Durrow), or “Plain of the

Oaks.” In addition to the solitude afforded by such places,
it is supposed that, as the Druids conducted their super-
stitious rites under oak trees, the Christian missioners wished
to dislodge them from their coveted sanctuaries, and to
divest such places of any un-Christian character that might
have attached to them. The Monastery of Durrow soon
became the most celebrated in Ireland; it is described by the
Venerable Bede as ¢ Monasterium nobile in Hibernia;” it
was not, however, the most lasting. A cross and a well mark
the site, but no substantial ruins remain to tell the story of
its former vastness and fame.

These monuments of faith, not changing creeds
Tell their own tale to him who heeds
The language which they speak.

Besides Durrow, numerous other churches and monasteries
were founded by Columba during the nine years that inter-
vened between his first quitting Derry in 558 and his
departure for Tona in 562. As many as thirty-seven such
institutions are ascribed to him, the most notable being the
Church of Rath-both (Raphoe)—fort of the booths or
tents; Kells, Swords, Tory, Drumcliffe, Shan-Glan, and
Kilmacrenan, &ec., are the next in importance, though Kells,
like Rome, appears to have been very insignificant for the
first two centuries of its existence.

Though Raphoe was undoubtedly established by Columba,
Avarmnan, his sainted biographer and one of his successors
in Iona, is recognised as Patron of the diocese. The reasons
are explained in the 2nd Introduction ; it may be added,
however, that the Scottish Calendars fix the 23rd of Sep-
tember as the feast of Adamnan, the same day on which the
feast of the Patron of Raphoe has been at all times
solemnised. The cross of Raphoe is mentioned in the
Annals of the Four Masters as possessing miraculous pro-
perties, and the Flag of Raphoe is referred to in Harris's

Ware as an object then well known.




CHAPTER II.

But you will see what I am bann’d
No more, for my youth’s sins, to sce,
My Derry’s oaks in council stand
By Rosapenna’s silver strand—
Or by Raphoe your course may be.—D’Arcy M‘GEE.
(St. Columba in Iona to the bird _/./"HH}, [reland.)

Corumsa has now attained the forty-second year of his age.
His name is on everyone’s lips.  Flourishing monasteries and
churches have sprung up, as if by magic, in every spot where
he has laboured even for the briefest period. He is singu-
larly attached to his native country ; he loves, with a father’s
affection, the thriving institutions he has everywhere erected.
Yet he departs from his beloved Ireland, never to return—
save on a few short visits when most urgent duty summons
him back! Was missionary zeal alone his motive ? The
people of the west of Scotland were of Irish descent—King
Conall was a blood relation of the Saint’s—and, again, his
heart yearns for ¢fresh fields and pastures new.”  Orwas his
exile an involuntary one, imposed and undertaken to atone
for deeds he had committed or instigated ? This controversy
demands sowme reference. Adamnan tells us that he became
an exile of his own choice for Christ’s sake; and this view is,
in the main, established by history. But the opposite tradition
is at once too old and too interesting to be excluded from
these pages. It runs thus :—The Saint, while staying at
branch monastery of  the Moville ('Ull)l])\lllli.\’ at Dromin, in
the County Louth, spent a portion of each night in copying
a manuscript of the Psalter, belonging to St. Finnian. One
of the monks, noticing the flickering light in the Church,
in contravention of rule, at some unearthly hour one night,
had the matter investigated. - The copy made out by the

midnight labour of the Saint was demanded from him as of

right the property of Finnian. Eventually the dispute was
O . .

referred to the High-King, Diarmuid, who entertained the
itteres ity acainst C a: Diarmuid’s judgment was,
bitterest enmity against Columba : Diarx i s
2

as micht have been expected, adverse to the Saint—*
= n o4y
as to every cow belongs her calf.

every hook belongs its copy,
Leip gac leaban. & matc-leabap, map ar e TaC boinn 4
vonin. The High-King had, moreover, put to death a young
Connaught prince, n: amed Curnan, while the latter was under

the protection of the Saint, to whom he had fled to escape

1 i COW * VWi -omised
vengeance. Feeling that t hml own honour was compr

by this twofold wrong or slight, rather than at any instigation
(1;1 the Saint’s part, the chieftains of the north and west rose
in arms acainst Diarmuid. A fierce battle was fought at
Coold 11\\11; near Sligo, in 561. The High-King and his
allies were defeated, with the terrific loss of 3,000 lives
while the number slain on the side that claimed Columba’s
prayers and sympathies, was very inconsiderable. I,)i:u‘llnmfl
procured the meeting of a synod at Teltown, one of his
royal residences in Meath, at which the sentence of excom-
munication was pronounced ag ainst Columba on the charge
of his connection withthe royal disaster. Brendan, Finnian
himself, and others, however, at once intervened in the
assembly on his beh: Jf, raising their voices in protest against
the injustice of the sentence. An oft-repeated story proceeds
to sav that the Saint bowed his head in humble :U'kn«)\\'lc(lg—
mvm; of his error, and that he sought the counsel of many
confessors, and finally that of the venerable St. Molaise of
Innismurry, who unJmnml on him the penance of 11(-1"»(-111:1|
exile, and an obligation to gain over to Christ as many souls
as there had perished lives in the hattle of Cooldrevny.
But it is much more likely that the Saint undertook the
mission to the isles and west of Scotland, freely yielding to
the divine call of an evangelist. This view clearly accords

with the statements of Adamnan and other writers it repre-




sents, too, the natural development of the missionary activity
he had hitherto shown at home. He still exercised a power-
ful influcnce in Church and State in Ireland. He returned
on at least two very important occasions, and the Scots
needed his zealous exhortations, whilst the Picts were still
in Pagan darkness.

From the port of his dearly loved Derry he set sail in 563,
accompanied by twelve monks, and bade a touching farewell
to the brothers, to the people, and the country he loved so
well.  His voyage to Hy (lona), which may have been accom-
plished in little more than a day, is graphically described by
ancient writers, and embellished with many beautiful episodes.

We are told that he first landed on the island of Oronsay,
and, that having proceeded to the highest cliff, he found
Ireland was still visible in the dim distance. Hence he re-
embarked with his companions and soon reached his per-
manent destination in Iona.

To oars again; we may not stay
For ah! on ocean’s rim T see,
Where sunbeams pierce the cloudy day,
From these rude hills of Oronsay,
The isle so dear to me.ﬁT.MJ). SULLIVAN.
This island was a kind of boundary between the Dalriadic
Scots under King Conal and the unbelieving Picts under
King Brude, and appears to have been treated as the joint
property of the two tribes. No more eligible camping-ground
could have been selected by an apostle, whose mission was to
embrace both races. Two years were spent in building a
church, and in establishing the nucleus of the famous Monas-
tery of Iona, the nursery of those iilustrious missionaries that
spread the Christian faith in a short time into the remotest
parts of western Britain. King Conal was easily gained over
to the cause of reform in religious practices and in morals
among his subjects. It is even believed by eminent writers

that he had invited the Saint to his dominions; hut Brude,
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King of the Picts, was inexorable, and had all the approaches
to his castle carefully blocked against Columba on the
occasion of his first visit in 563. ¢ When the holy man
observed this, he approached with his companions, and having
first formed the sign of the cross of our Lord, he knocked at
the gate, which instantly flew open, the bolts having been
driven back suddenly with great force. The Saint and his
companions then passed through the gate. When the king
learned what had occurred he was filled with alarm, and
immediately set out from the palace to receive the holy man,
whom he addressed in the most courteous and respectful
language ” (Adamnan). Thus was Brude conciliated, his
subjects made accessible for the preaching of the Gospel, the
donation of Hy by King Conal confirmed, and success assured
for Columba’s mission. It took years, however, of patient
labour, repeated visits, and assiduous teaching to wean the
bulk of the population from the superstitions of the Druids,
and to make the truths and practices of the Christian religion
palatable to them.

Before the close of his life in 597 he had the happiness
to see the isles as well as the mainland in the north of Scot-

land thickly studded over with churches, a holy monastery

growing from a rigidly apostolic foundation with unlimited

promise, saints and sinners coming almost daily from the old
country to seek counsel and to subject themselves to his
direction, the Druids banished or converted, and the whole
north of Britain alive to the Christian obligation of being
kind to neighbours, however provoking their previous acts
may have been, and specially attentive to the advancement
of their spiritual interests.

Adamnan records only two visits of the exile Saint to the
country of his birth, the occasions being the famous Conven-
tion of Drumceat, and some crisis in the affairs of Durrow

Monastery that demanded his personal interference.  Conall,
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King of the Dalriadic Scots, had died in 574, and his successor,
Aidan, was crowned by Columba—the first ecclesiastical
coronation on record. In the following year (575), the claims
put forward by the new king to complete independence and

immunity from tribute to the King of Ireland, and the in-

creasing friction between the bards and the chieftains ‘of

[reland, necessitated the calling of a general meeting or
synod. The place of assembly fixed upon was called Drum-
ceat—the present name being the Mullagh—near Limavady.
Through the influence of Columba, the Scots in North
Britain were declared independent, and the bards, instead of
being outlawed, were diminished in number and subjected to
well-defined rules, while the Prince of Ossory was restored
to freedom.

On the occasion of the second visit noted by Adamnan,
Columba did not confine his attention to Durrow, but
sojourned for a time with St. Kiaran at Clonmacnoise, and
journeyed through many parts of Ireland. Hewaseverywhere
received with the warmest affection and reverence. Having
returned to the island of his adoption, Iona, he began to feel
that his days were numbered. With most impressive warmth,
he poured lessons of mutual love and missionary zeal into the
ears of his monks; “at length the day came, and just after
midnight, between Saturday the 8th and Sunday the 9th of
June, in the year 597, while on his knees at the altar, with-
out ache or struggle, his spirit gently took its flight.” He
was sitting in his cell, copying out the Psaltery, which
appears to have been a favourite occupation with him, and
having finished a page with the words, “They that seek the
Lord shall not fail in every good,” he said, “ I must stop;
Baithen will do the rest.”” He then reclined on his bed of
flag, with a stone for a pillow, and having blessed the com-
munity, he says—¢This, dear brothers, is my last advice to

you, that you preserve with each other sincere charity and
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peace.” “Then, as soon as the midnight bell tolled, he

hastened to the church, which he reached before the rest,
and entering alone knelt down in prayer near the altar.
After his soul had left the body, his face appeared not like
that of a dead man, but of one in a quiet slumber. The choir
of monks came up in haste with their lights, and seeing that
their father was dying began to weep.”
The Druid’s altar and the Druid’s creed,
We scarce can trace ;

There is not left an undisputed deed
Of all your race.—D’Arcy. M‘GEE.
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SECTION III.

C BB IRAT T O N ARG AR AN

FIRST DAY'S PROCEEDINGS (Freeman).

CHAPTER

Let it be told in Donegal,
Above the waves on Swilly’s shore,
To Assaroe’s hush’d waterfall,
To wreck’d Kilbarron’s ruin hoar,
That in the Fatherland, Old Spain,
The race of Conal rales again.—D’Arcy M‘GEg.

. HE thirteenth centennial of the

“anniversary of St. Columbkille was

celebrated to-day in the Diocese of

Raphoe in a manner worthy of the

memory of one of Ireland’s greatest

saints. Not for many centuries has

there been seen in Ireland anything

approaching to-day’s celebration in

completeness and grandeur. Only once in our day has there
been any attempt to celebrate in a similar way the memory of
a great Irish saint. It is now nearly thirty years since the
festival of St. Brendan, our sailor saint, the patron of Clon-
fert, was celebrated near his birthplace in Kerry. The

spectacle on that occasion of mass at the saint’s primitive

he summit of Brandon mountain overlooking the

3,000 feet, the difficulty of

oratory on t
ocean at an elevation of over
access, the wild and savage scenery, and the immense breadth
along the greater part of the western coast,

of view extending
lent to the celebration circumstances of unequalled sub-
To-dav’s celebration, too, was held in the midst of

limity.

The Natal Flag.

grand and picturesque mountain scenery. Its programme
was not confined to the religious ceremony, but included

e nn = b ad 3 A OTO .
Irish speech, story, and song. The religious ceremony
itself was on a grand and impressive scale. It included a
High Mass, Benediction, and a Te Deum on the mountain
slope where the saint was born. There was a sermon 1in
Irish. The proceedings that followed were a great Irish re-

vival. Butthe programme of events, important as they un-
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doubtedly were, did not so impress the beholder as the re-
ligious fervour, one might say the enthusiasm, of the multi-
tude assisting at it.  One little incident will serve to give an
idea of the extraordinary interest which the celebration ex-
cited. Letterkenny, the nearest town to the scene, was
crowded with visitors. Every house in the town, whether
hotel, lodging, or private dwelling, was packed. Numbers
of people could find no bed to sleep in. The difficulty re-
carding cars, which the Freeman ;mliv‘:pzm‘d, presented
itself in acute form, and last evening many visitors tele-
graphed to towns and villages within a radius of twenty
miles for cars to take them up. In Letterkenny the reply
was invariably to the same effect as the following—* Cannot

get cars enough for our own ]‘)(\op]n»~numbm's walking.”

And so it was. The peasantry for miles around were walk-
ing to Gartan all through the night. At daybreak there
was a very large concourse already assembled. The flagstone
which marks the spot where the saint was born, and the
ruin hard by of the little church which he founded, were
objects of careful and reverent serutiny. The rising sun
vas saluted with the prayers of the assembled people in-
voking the intercession of Columba for themselves, their
families, and their country. The people of Donegal, like
those of all the counties along the west coast, are mainly bi-
lingual. Those of them that know hut one language know only
the Trish, and those that speak the two, have their native
(taclic more trippingly on the tongue than the language of
the stranger. To-day the common form of salutation was
Dia agus Muire agus Colum agut, “God and Mary and
Celumba be with you.” . Saint Columbkille, himself an exile,
is the patron of the children of Ireland in foreign lands, and
an affecting element in the festivities of the day was the pray-
ing of the mothers of sons and daughters who have emi-
grated from their country. From most of these exiles, letters
.came referring to the celebration of this day, showing a deep

Sancan. Columba’s Chapel, Gartan-
From a photo. by Lawrence, Dublin.

Teampull Oubglaire. Templedouglas.



inierest in all its proceedings. The parents and relatives
of these exiles brought their letters to Gartan to-
day, and touched the flagstone with them, and prayed to
Columbkille to intercede for their safety and the
continuauce of their piety in the distant lands where they
now dwell. The people came with many books in Irish.
The greater number of them had the Irish Catechism in
Donegal Irish. In the diocese of Raphoe very large num-
ber's read the prayers at Mass in St. Patrick’s Prayer Book,
wrilten in Irish by Father Nolan, and not a few had with
them the same author’s older prayer book now out of print,
the Casan go Flaitheamnas, while others still had Father
['urlong’s Companach na Chriosdaigh. Nor was there
missing from the meeting a book of religious poems, the
Pious Miscellany of 7'adg Gaolach, one of the peasant poets
of the south of Ireland in the last century. The mention of
these and other volumes will show how the people of Done-
gal love and cultivate the language of their fathers. Many
[rish scholars came to the celebration, and among the visi-
tors was Miss Norma Borthwick, the winner of the prize
essay in Irvish at the last Ivish Literary Festival on ¢ The
Influence of Language on Nationality.” She has been only
a few years studying the language. The Gaelic League of
Jelfast intended to send a full representation and to make
a tour of Donegal afterwards, but only Mr. P. T. M‘Ginley,
the Secretary, was at the last moment able to come. The
League will malke a tour through the Irish-speaking districts
later on in the year.

The ceremonies held in such a spot recalled, to many

nemories, the penal days, when Mass was customary in

[reland on the mountain side, and many of those at to-day’s

ceremonies contrasted the present spectacle, where the cele=
bration of Holy Sacrifice was held in trinmph and with full
choral accompaniment, with that presented in the penal

fimes, when the people assisted at the Sacrifice under terror

Lough Veagh, Lower Gartan Lake.

I'rom a photo. by Lawrence, Dublin.

Sleann Deice.

From a photo. by Lawrence, Dublin.

Glenveigh,
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of the momentary invasion of the yeomanry. The attend-
ance was an enormous one at the time fixed for the com-
mencement of the sacred ceremonies at Gartan, and, at
the time the bulk of the vehicles had arrived, the hills
around were quite black with lines of people converging
on the scene.

The sacred ceremonies npened to-day in Letterkenny with,
Mass, celebrated at half-past seven o’clock by his Eminence
Cardinal Logue. The church was crowded. The choir
sang the Hymn of St. Columba, taken from an old Office of
St. Columbkille. At nine o'clock, the procession started
from Letterkenny for Gartan. A detour was made so as to
take in Templedouglas, where St. Columbkille was baptised
on the 8th December, A.p. 521, in the door in the old church
which stands within the churchyard there. Gartan was
reached at 11 o’clock. A visit was first paid to the flagstone
which marks the place of the birth of the Saint. Here he was
horn on December 7, 521. Lough Gartan, the lake of the little
field, is sometimes also called Lough Beach, and Lough
Veigh, south, is separated from Lough Veigh, north, and
Glenveigh by the Glendowan Mountains, which bound it on
the north-west. The country is singularly wild and roman-
tic, and there are few more lovely spots than where Lough
Gartan contracts into the Leannan River.

After the ceremonies Kilmacrennan was visited, where the
Saint was educated before he went to the schools in Clonard
and Glasnevin. The Leannan flows by Kilmacrennan, and

Owen Connellan records a beautiful legend, according

to which the river got its name, which means ¢ the
follower,” because, in the mind of the people of Gartan,
the waters followed the Saint, when he left them for
Kilmacrennan. The road to the natal spot leads across
the Leannan. Gartan was quickly reached, and the cere-
monies commenced shortly after eleven o'clock. High

Mass was celebrated in the field close to the spot where the

cill mac n-€nain.

Kilmacrennan.
From a photo. by Lawrence, Dublin.

Poison Glen.
From a photo. by Lawrence, Dublin.
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Saint was born, and a short distance from the remains of
the ancient church which he founded, among the first of the

great number that his energy raised up in this country and
in Scotland. A temporary altar was erected, surmounted
by a canopy, and was beautifully decorated with flowers. A
large banner with the figure of the Sovereign Pontiff was
raised over the canopy. On the reredos was an Irish in-
scription—A  Coluimeille, guidh Orawnn, <O Columbkille

pray for us.” The sacred ministers were robed in white

vestments. His Eminence Cardinal Logue, vested in the
cappa magna, and wearing the cardinal’s red hat, presided
at the temporary thronme. The sacred ministers were—
Rev. John Doherty, P.P., St. Johnston, celebrant; Rev.
Patrick Dunleavy, C.C., Bruckless, deacon; Rev. John

Kennedy, C.C., Churchhill, sub-deacon. The Very Rev.|

Monsignor Gallagher, P.P., Carrygart, was master of cere-

monies, and the Rev. Edward Gibbons, P.P., Glefifin, was

the assistant master of ceremonies. The Right Rev. Mon-

signor M‘Fadden, P.P.,, Donegal, and the Right Rev. Mon-
signor M‘Glynn, P.P., Stranorlar, were the assistants at the
Throne.

The choir, which sang the music admirably, consisted of
the members of the choir of the new Cathedral, Letterkenny,
and was conducted by the Rev. J. Sheridan, C.C., Falcar-
ragh. Miss Kelly, Ramelton, presided at the organ.
The High Mass was followed by Benediction of the Most
Holy Sacrament, administered by his Iiminence Cardinal
Logue. A solemn Te Deum was sung. His Eminence Car-
dinal Logue, Archkbishop of Armagh and Primate of All
Treland, and his Lordship Most Rev. Dr. O’Donnell, Bishop
of Raphoe, were present; and the following priests assisted
in full choral dress—

Yight Rev. Monsignor M‘Fadden, P.P., V.G., Donegal ;
tight Rev. Monsignor M‘Glynn, P.P., V.G., Stranorlar;

Very Rev. Monsignor Gallagher, P.P., Carrygart; Very

7
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Church, Tona.

Doon Well.

From a photo. by Lawrence, Dublin.
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Rev. Monsignor Walker, P.P., Burtonport; Very Revw.
Bernard Kelly, P.P., Ballyshannon ; Rev. P. Daly, P.P,
Ballintra; Rev. P. Blake, P.P., Killymard; Rev.J.
Qweeney, P.P., Killybegs; Rev. P. Logue, P.P., Kilcar;
Rev. P. Kelly, P.P., Ardara; Very Rev. L. Maguire, D.D.,
GQweedore; Rev. J. Gallagher, P.P., Rathmullan; Rev P.
Slevin, P.P., Rathmelton; Rev. A, M‘Nelis, P.P., Ter-
mon ; Rev. H. Devine, P.P., Kilmacrenan ; Rev. J. Doherty,
P.P., St. Johnston; Rev. E. Gibbons, P.P., Glenfin; Rev.
Wm. Sheridan, Adm., Letterkenny ; Rev. D. Stephens, c.C.,
Letterkenny; Rev. H. Gallagher, the Seminary, Letter-
kenny; Rev. J. M‘Shane, the Seminary, Ietterkenny ; Rev.
(. Kennedy, the Seminary, Letterkenny ; Rev. D. M‘Ginley,
Adm., Glenswilly ; Rev. J. Kennedy, C.C., Churchhill ; Rev.
J. Boyle, C.C., Tanad ; Rev. J. Sheridan, C.C., Falcarragh ;
Rev. J. M‘Groarty, C.C., Tory Island; Rev. D. Sweeney,
C.C., Kincaslagh; Rev. J. Dunlevy, C.C., Anagry; Rev. J.
Brennan, C.C., Arranmore; Rev. H. Gildea, C.C., Dungloe;
Rev. J. Scanlan, C.C., Lettermacaward ; Rev. H. Carre, C.C.,
Fintown: Rev. H. M‘Shane, C.C., Glenties; Rev. J.M‘Ateer,
C.C., Ardara; Rev. M. Ward,.C.C, Killybegs; Rev. P.
Dunlevy, C.C., Killybegs; Rev. J. J. O’Donnell, Indus-
trial Scheol, Killybegs; Rev. J. Byrne, 0.C., Kilcar; Rev.
(. Cunningham, C.C., Glencolumbkille; Rev. A. Gallagher,
(.C., Gweedore; Rev. P M‘Cafferty, Adm., Inver; Rev. J.
Boyle, C.C., Inver; Rev. E. Cassidy, C.C., Donegal ; Rev.
D. Ceyle, C.C., Ballintra; Rev. J. Gavigan, C.C., Bally-
shonnon; Rev. J. Dorrian, C.C., Ballyshannon ; Rev. E.
M‘Devitt, C.C., Stranorlar; Rev. J. M‘Menamin, C.C,
Glenfin ; Rev. J. 0’Donnell, C.C., Raphoe ; Rev. J. M‘Ateer,
C.C., Drumkeen; Rev. D. M‘Gettigan, C.C., Newtowncun-
ningham, Rev. P. M‘Cay, C.C., Drumoghill; Rev. P.
M¢Devitt, C.C., Milford; Rev. J. M‘Catferty, C.C., Kil-

macrenan ; Father Fagan, Adm., Armagh (Chaplain to his
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Eminence) ; Rev. TFather O’Kane, P.P., Termnamongan ;

Father M‘Gill, C.C., Burt; Father Dufly, Diocesan (Cathe-

chist, Derry ; Father Flood, C.C., Culdaff.
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CHAPTER II.

Ireland, that sittest by the shores of time_
Watching the nations’ sunrise—on thy lips
Hovers the gospel of a faith sublime,
Conserved through blast and blight and foul eclipse.
i —dJ. F. O’DoNNELL.

SERMON.,
By the Very Rev. A. N. M‘Nelis, P.P., Termon.

Feuc! O-pigmuro 34¢ uile nio agup leanmuro Cupa; 5o oe 'n Luac
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CHAPTER III.

I could scale the blue air,
I could plough the high hills,

Oh! T could kneel all night in prayer,
To heal your many ills!

And one beamy . . . smile from you
Would float like light between

My toils and me, my own, my true,
My dark Rosaleen.—J. C. MANGAN.

AMONG THOSE AT THE PuBLIc MEETING WERE :—

London—Mr. S. Boyle, I.R.

Dublin—Mz. C. MNeil, B.A.

Belfast—Mr. T. P. M<Giuley, L.R.

Donegal Committee, Glasgow— William John Shields,
John M<Cafferty, John Mulhern, Dominick M‘Gready.

Killybegs—John C. Ward, Patrick Mulreany.

Donegal—Mr. Jerome Boyee, J.P., County Delegate Irish
National Federation; Mr. John Bonner.

Carrigart—DMessrs T. Logue, D. M‘Gettigan. J. Gallagher.

n

Gweedore—Messrs. M. Coppins, N.T.: H. Gallagher,
P1 g

N.T., Teague M‘Fadden, N.T.; B. Campbell, N.T.; O. Coyle,

N.T.; James M‘Bride, N.T.; Neil Ferry, Thomas M‘Bride,
Dan O’Donnell.

Glenswilly—Messrs, Manus M‘Fadden, J.P.; B. M‘Fad-
den, Solicitor; Columb Friese, &e.

Milferd—>Messrs. Hugh M‘Devitt, James Diamond, &c.

Annagry—DMessrs. H. Duffy, John Loughran, N.T.

Ramelton—Charles Kelly, Bryan Boyle, Miss M. Kelly,
K‘:('r.

Rathmullan—Messrs. S. M‘Garvey, J. Deany, W.
MRory, &e.

Letterkenny—E. T. Bannon, Inspector of National
Schools; K. M<Fadden, Solicitor; Dr. Martin, Asylum;
G. M‘Caffrey, Manager, Hibernian Bank; M. O’Callaghan,
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C.E.; John Magner, B.A.; Patrick Doherty, T.C.; Philip
Carroll, T.C.; J. Sweeney, T.C.; Connell Bradley, T.C.;
John Gallagher, James O’Donnell, B. Langan, T. Sweeney,
Mrs. M‘Carry, C. Langan, Hugh Gallagher, Pat M¢Aleer,
A. M‘Daid, E. Kelly, N.T.; D. Gallagher, N.T., &c.

Termon and Gartan—Messrs. E. D. Hewitson, J.P. : Major
sohnson, J.P.; Denis M‘Laughlin, John Gallagher, Patrick
Kelly, Charles Sweeny, Daniel Murray, Charles Gallagher,
Manus O’Donnell, N.T.; Francis Sweeney, N.T.; Denis
Murray, P.M.; Anthony Gallagher, P.L.G.; Miss A.
M‘Ginty, N.T.; Miss Sarah M‘Fadden, Miss Mary Murray,
Miss Maggie Sweeny, Miss Bridget M‘Cafterty, Miss Maggie
MCafterty, Miss Alice Gallagher, U.S.A., &e.

Parish of Raymoghey—James O’Donnell, Lisclamarty,
Manasses Megrachy, Manorcunningham ; Sergeant J. Coyle,
Lisv]:nn:n'f_\'. Manasses ;\'I('gl':u']l.\', )f;\nm'(funninghu.m; John
Thomas Coyle, Lisclamarty, Manasses Mecgrachy, Manorcun-
ningham ; Wm. Crampsey, Lisclamarty, Manasses Megrachy,
Manorcunningham ; James Hegarty, Lisclamarty, Manasses

Mecgrachy, Manorcunningham; James O’Donnell, Manor-

cunningham ; Charles Sweeny, Castlehooly : Hugh Sweeny,

Castlehooly ; Robert J. Sweeny, Castlehooly ; Susan Sweeny,
Castiehooly ; O. Rogan,.Carkey; Michael M‘Kay, Drumog-
hill; B. O’Donnell, Lisclamarty ; J. Tierney, Woodhelie ;
Robert Meehan, Corkey.

Ardara—Dr. Sullivan, Mr. P. M‘Nelis.

Glenties—Miss Mulloy, Miss O’Sullivan.

Stranorlar Parish Teague Magee, J.P.; Patrick M‘Der-
mott, J.P.; Hugh M‘Ginty, P.L.G. ; James Boyle, solicitor ;
Thomas Deery, Wm. J. Mechan, James Kelly, John Kelly,
James Magee, Patrick M‘Dermott, Joseph Gallen, Patrick
Gallen, W. M. A. M‘Glynn, Charles Gailagher, and Daniel
Dokerty.

Kilmacrennan—Rev. Hugh Devine, P.P.; Messrs. Neal
Coyle, J.P.; E. Fries, H. Strain, J. Gorman, Denis Durnin,
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Michael Fries, Charles Devanny, Samuel Burns, Ben Lough-
ced Herarty, Pat Coyle, Teague Boyle, Michael Duffy,
Rebert Campbell, Pat Dillon, Hugh Harkin, John Brogan,
B. Keelin, Neal M‘Cormack, James Friel, James Bradley,
Neal Bradley, Edward Sweeney, Patrick M‘Fadden, Mick
Herarty, John M‘Devitt, Tim Peoples, John M‘Kendrick,
Charles Doherty, William M‘Garvey, Bernard M‘Elwee,
Roger M‘Elwee, William Boyle, Anthony Coll, F. Coll,
Dominick Doherty, Patrick M‘Gettigan, Wm. M‘Gonagle,
Corneliug M‘Laughlin, James O’Donneli, Mrs. Doherty,
N.T.; Hugh Coyle, Edward Huston, John Bradley, Francis
Bradley, Henry Huston, N.T.; John Strain, John O’Don-
nell, John M‘Gettigan, John Gallagher, Patrick Flynn,
James M‘Paul, A. Huston, Brian Friel, Miss Prunty, N.T.;
Miss Corcoran, N.T.

Strabane—Mr. Edward Gallagher, J.P.; Andrew Gal-
lagher.

The Most Rev. Dr. O’Donnell, Lord Bishop of Raphoe,
in opening the proceedings said—My Lord Cardinal and
dear friends, before the sacred praises of St. Columba
are spoken here on this happy day, I have an announcement
to make that will cause the heart of everyone present to
beat high with joy and gladness. < Among the messages
that have reached us from exalted persons and warm friends
in distant lands, this one has come to me through the kind
offices of the learned Rector of the Irish College in Rome : —

“The Holy Father sends to your Lordship personally

and to the good clergy and people of Raphoe, with
all associated in St. Columba’s honour on the 9th
inst., his congratuiations and paternal benediction.
On the total abstinence societies he bestows a special
and most earnest Llessing.”

His Holiness Pope Leo XIIT,

From a photo. by Lawrence, Dublin.
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To him, who as Supreme Pastor of the world-wide fold, feeds
all the lambs and all the sheep with such loving care,
whom our ancestors would have lovingly called the Coarb
Phadar, who in our day does for the Church of God at the
close of the nineteenth century what Gregory the Great did
for the Church at the close of the sixth century, I ask you
to manifest your gratitude by giving from your thousands
of voices three times hurrah for the Pope (loud hurrahs). In
the person of our beloved Cardinal (cheers) we have here one
who stands next to the Holy Father himself (cheers). He is
here with us under most trying circumstances, under a loss
that has made many besides himself the poorer. He is
with us because he knows that this magnificent festival will
contribute enormously to the interests of religion that are
dear to him ; because as Primate of All Ireland he is due at

a oreat festival in honour of one of the patron saints of

Trelund ; because he has ever had a tender love for Columba,
and cherishes Columba’s own love for Gartan and the clergy
and people of Donegal (cheers).

The Right Rev. Monsignor M‘Fadden, P.P., V.G., Done-
gal, said—His Eminence needs no introduction to anyone
present, and; on all occasions when he visits Letterkenny, we
are prepared to give him as warm a cead mille failte as that
which had greeted that day the mention of the name of his
Holiness Leo. XIII. (cheers). We are all gratified that his
Eminence is with us to-day, and we are particularly grate-
ful to him under the very trying circumstances to which
his lordship has referred, as we know he has parted with a
dear sister who loved him much, a sister whose merits are
known to each and everyone of us for her fortitude, kind-
ness and hospitality. Your Eminence, my Lord Bishop,
Reverend Fathers and friends of the laity, this is a day of
special joy to me, when I am asked on the part of the Centen-
nial Committee of this celebration to read an address of wel-
come to you, the Cardinal Archbishop of Armagh and Pri-
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mate of All Ireland. Your Eminence needs no introduction
to any one of us. We are glad that you are one of Tyr-
connell’s sons, and we are thankful that you have honoured
this great occasion by your presence. I feel sure it will be
no displeasure to your Eminence to hear the address of wel-
come read in the vernacular tongue. The Gaelic was the
language in which St. Patrick spoke to our forefathers when
he converted them to Christianity, and it is the language that
Gartan’s Great Saint, the Dove of the Churches, wielded with
such power and eloquence. I now proceed to read the
ADDRESS to your Eminence in St. Columbkille’s favourite

language : —

Oiteaspa 04 Aprocéim Miceal Ua Llouog, Aipoedrbog
Aromaca, Aproceann €aglaipe 1omtan na h-€ipeann,
agupr Cairomeal 'ran €aglaipr Chaicleogals.

So o-taitmyg re Lle 0’ Aiproceim :

T4 00 Lataipt ann 1o ant, & Prim-easlaMs, 04 Cunft ann
AfL S-cutmne Sup (ugao apo-cléipeac agup reolain etpeac-
TAC ann At n-aimpipt fén, comgapac 0o ‘'n JAT 4 MUgA0
Naom onopac T4{TAIN ; ATUP, Maft Columcitle, ruaip Tii 0’
rosluim & $-Citlemacfienann ann '0’o1ge, ASur TA Tura, 4
Apo-uacoapain—rcda bpoo oppainn A \&0—-Lle Taob caiu-
‘veacta etle Naotm Choltuim, ronpuigedc ann 00 Tearspad
tipe. At an L& 1o, T pinn A5 Tabaipc ondip 0o aom
Columecille e HBHiZ Jup pugao € 'ra *oigirce ; oe iz o
b re na mac céimeamatl & o-Cifconaill, agup oe Hpig
S0 b-ruil re na naorh clutmap 4 n-€aglair VE.  Ain an
AQ0bAp cevona TA pinn wtaipead, & Apo-edaglaips, 5o
O-puil TH AN AL MeaAprs 4NNy an am 1o acTd le cuhniugao
A15 clann na h-€ineann; ASur TA e na Car 1rarard agur
ATAIP ATAINNE TO "0eafn Al N=aTAI\ NaoMTa, an PAPYA, alg
ofic Le rlaicear Naotm PIopwic & PTianao, asupr 4 beit oo

Sluiccomapleat age a3 Maglad na h-€aglaire.




His Eminence Cardinal Logue.
From a photo. by Lawrence, Dublin.

Most Rev. Dr. O’Donnell, Bishop of Raphoe.
From a photo. by Lawrence, Dublin.

T4 00 ¢hfra roitléan ag Catairce na Fpance, asur ann
A 5-Cataipce cliatac Mag-Nuaota 5o MOfLann A 5-cuimne,
AZUr ni T Unn gan 0’ obaip TRom maft PASANT ANNE AN
oigipTe 10 A et & J-comnuroe fomainn. Ca fpéaran
apugte againn, & Tigeapnd  alfroedrbols, 50 b-rmt Tu
gaolman Leir an ‘oi5irce 0. Deantard pinn TRACO a1fL an
Am 4 bi cupam PPIONADALTA ATAT Alft fean oigirTe Naotm
Aoamnain. T4 cuirie Mmalt Agamn aift 00 fuagait ciuin
AU CINNTE MAf €41DOT ANNT an “OTSIPTe 1°0 O C10NN TATAT
Agupr 0aoine.  TJ re ann apt g-cuime, £orTa, map bud mian
1Le4T, anh 00 MON-EN&0, éipeact 4 TALAINT 00 'n rmuain-
Tead A tanic o s-ceann ‘Ohoctuip MacSeiceosain Asur
Ohoctuipt MacD&10; PE P alro-teampoltl Naoim Aoamnain
4 cup aip bun & Leicip-Ceandin.

Fuapcurs, 4 Apo-easlaipis, rul ap £435 Th rnn, curotusao
AN-MO6 00 'n 0LAIL NaOMTA 10 ; aTUP T ri a5 oul s agaro
At MO0 aTA cliGmap 0o ctionn Tlaoim Taicaln Agur 00 mic
ATUP nigeandaca Cipconaitl.  Nuaip a bérovesr an ceampoll
A01HINN 4e0VAAC 1o cpuocnuiste HEID e na Caipt onoipe 0o
Digipte aoprod Naorm Qdamnain, agupr na pileip sloipe A
n-€aglair V6. CTA& am 41qusce ann 00 beatd, & Ao-
easlaipis, nuaip 4 bi TH A n-e4arbos 'ra oigirce 1o, na
A0bap rpeirialea e belt & T-cuimne na m-bocc.,

T4 cuimne mait a5 Tac ouine ann_4aft mears A bLao-
ANTAT N4 N-SOfiT 4 Taihic Alift nd "040INE. Tainic mofpian
rogmaip Le opoc B, asur Le ha COIp PN punne tisedpnai
na Tipe rLaro ATUr ISMOT Alift Nd "oaoine 4 bi pao1 O1ulTaro
Mmagail-tipe an T-S4rdanats, ACT funne Tury, A& Apo-unacoda-
flain, annp an am Cpuaoalac 1n DeAfcad agupr oéifee A
HocTAIN A T-connoal. At an T-1A0TA 100 0’ e1fus CAflanTar
rpeirtalta againn out, AsUr TA ATAr mofp ofpuainn 50
B-puil TG ann A MeArs ana. Migmro aomail, te lutam
mop, A\ N-SPA0 101 CLe Rat-bot agup apn 5-Carroeandl

Uacoapan & n=Adpromacs ; ASur map clann na pip-€aglaire
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CTA PN ATAPAC 5O B-puil T 00 0roe ¢pionnd a1g an n-ATaf
Naomta, an Papa péip na h-€aglaire.

Ca 00cur mof oflainn, aJupr Surotmio 50 B-fm3 curd, A
Apo-easlanis, 140Sal tand agur rldince Le Heid 0o ceann
At €aglair na h-Cipeann,

At TAob com-cpummnigte na céanad blada, €4rbog,
PASAINT, agupP Tuataly Rat-Hot, tappamuro 00 Heannace, &
nml\—\\l\?)—CLm]\lﬁ, otinn £éin, ASur 00 'n T-redan 0isirce o

cuip Naom Avamnan Columcitie Al bun,

His Eminence Cardinal Logue, who was received with.
loud cheers, said, speaking in Irish—My Lord Bishop and
dear friends of Gartan and Donegal, T am sorry that I do
not find it possible to thank you for the splendid welcome
that you have given me here to-day as I would wish to do,
in the sweet tongue of the Gael as Columba himself would
speak to you, and as he spoke to the people here in his day
and to the Picts whose conversion he wrought by preaching
to them in the language of our ancestors. I am
sorry to say I have not that command of the

Jlanguage that would enable me to adequately express
my thanks for your great welcome. 1 would wish that
I could speak to you with the fluency and power with which
your parish priest addressed his people, or that I could be as
familiar as I once was with the language of this country.
Absence from this country is the cause of my being able to
address to you only these few words by way of explanation.
St. Columbkille was an exile from his country—an exile
for the love of God from this beloved old land of ours.
Like him, too, I was an exile from the country for a while,
and that must be my excuse for addreszing you now in the
harsh language of the stranger.

His Eminence, then speaking in English, said My dear
Lord Bishop, Very Rev. and Rev. Fathers, and dear friends—

It was a great pleasure to me to come here to-day, and under
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the sad circumstances which were referred to so feelingly
by your good Bishop and by Monsignor M‘Fadden ; but no
(':11.15(*, except sickness, could prevent me from being present
on this great day among the priests and people of old Done-
gal (applause). Though I spent so much time out of the
country, and, like Columbkille, I almost forgot the old
l;m‘quzx.g(', I never for a moment forgot the old land
(heat, hear). Often when in a distant country I looked
];:1(‘1(, as he did from Iona, with longing for the Green Isle
from which I was obliged to be absent for a time, and
when I returned here I returned with jov (applause). I
spent twe years as a curate in these surroundings and
ministering to the people to the best of my ability, and I
must acknowledge that T had a good people to minister to.
I felt when going about here among the people that the
spirit of St. Columba still hovered over these old glens and
hills. If I could give tongue to these hills they
would speak to you eloquently. They would tell you the
story of the past. They would tell you of days of faith,
lively faith, and ardent devotion, which inspirited the people
that were first brought to the faith by my great predecessor,
St. Patrick, and who were sanctified by the example
of the great saint who was born on yon rough flag beyond
(applause). There is one lesson that we should all learn
from the life of St. Columba, and it is that there never can
be in Catholic Ireland a separation between the service of
God and the service of the country (hear, hear). St. Columba
was not only a saint but a patriot. He loved God
o intengely. that he devoted his whole life to His service,
He spared himself no hardship or mortification, but when-
ever a thought forced itself upon his mind in contemplation
over and above the thoughts which bore him towards Heaven,
it was a thought for Ireland. You always find amongst real
Catholics of Ireland a yearning for 'the liberty of their

country, united to their love of God. So long as you, the
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people of Ireland, continue to foster devotion to God and His
holy religion, and devotion to the best interests of the
country, no matter what the hardships you may suffer, no
matter what the injustice or persecution you may be sub-
jected to, Ireland will continue to be in the future what she
was in the past--an Ireland blessed by God and admired by
man (applause). It was the feeling of admiration and love,
which I always entertained for the people of my native
county, that brought me down here to-day, and I am glad
I came, nos merely on account of the very warm welcome
which I have received from the Bishop and priests and
people, but I am glad I came to witness this grand display
of Irish faith on the hillsides of Gartan (applause). Mon-
signor M‘Fadden said I should take the Irish address home
with me, and hang it ap in some conspicuous place and
look at it every mor ning, in order to be reminded of the strong
faith and kind hearts of the people of Donegal. Now with
all respect to our right rev. friend, I may tell him that T
need no Irish address, no reminder of any kind to keep
the people of Donegal and their faith, and piety, and their
love of country, as well as love of God, fresh in my memory.
I ¢pent my youth among them, and spent a good many years
of my life here, first as a curate, and afterwards as a bishop,
and I think I have aright to know and to remember them,
and it is very useful to me from time to time to think of the
faith and piety of this old county (applause). When I was
amongst them, I was not so settled down as I am now, but if
I wanted anything to settle me down and teach me my duty,
it was furnished in the faith and piety and devotion of the
people among whom I ministered. I always found their
example a strong aid in the faithful discharge of my duty,
and even now in the See of St. Patrick, where T walk every
day in the footsteps of the saints, even there it will enable
me to preserve some little of the fervour and devotion to

God’s work and the interests of the people, of which great St.
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Columba gave such an example (applause). Now, I think,
my friends, I have said enough. I must keep in mind another
1'(:111:11‘1; of the Right Rev. Monsignor M‘Fadden ; and there
ave others coming after who will speak to you more feelingly
and eloquently than I can (voices “mno, n0”); and T will
therefore not trespass on the time devoted to them. I have
again to thank the bishop and priests and people for the very
vM’di;nl welcome they have given me to-day and I am sure

that welcome was not given to me as a private individual,

but was given to me as in some way representing the great
3 = Y ~ e
man who at present rules the destinies of the Church of

Jesus Christ. (Great applause.)




CHAPTER 1V,

Still in the mirror of the mind
The scenes I love I see:
Would I could fly on the western wind,
My native land! to thee.—D’Arcy M‘GEE.

TELEGRAMS AND LETTERS.

AFTER the Cardinal had concluded his most touching and
appropriate Reply, the Bishop of Raphoe s:lid——'[‘]u‘-ru is
a worthy letter from a brilliant countryman of ours
Archbishop Keane—who, after putting the new Catholic
University of America on its feet, now resides in the Eternal
City, to the lasting advantage of the land he loves so well.
That letter will be read later on. Most welcome telegraphic
messages have reached us from Spain, Austria, Australia,
and America. Two of these messages come from illustrious
noblemen, sprung from Tyrconnell, of which they are proud,
who trace their Gartan lineage far back into th'v (-(‘nt.urios‘
and who have achieved in foreign lands as much renown as
their ancestors achieved here for valour, and for patronage
both of letters and religion. (Cheers). The other two come
from priests of this diocese, who, in the great new countries
of the south and west, carry on in our day the work that St
Columba did so well many centuries ago. .
Rev. D. V. Stephens and Rev. E. Cassidy were appointed
Secretaries to the meeting, with Mr. J. .(,‘. Ward, I{i”\'-i
begs, and Mr. Bonar, Donegal, as assistants. y
‘ Then the Rev. il);z.nivl V. Stephens, C.C., Letterkenny,
Secretary to the meeting, read the following telegrams and

letters :-—

63

Telegram from Don Carlos O’Donnell, Duque de Tetuan,
Madrid—

«To the Lord Bishop O’Donnell, Letterkenny.

“ As an O’Donnell, T beg your Lordship to convey to all
those assembled to-day at Letterkenny the expression of my
heartfelt sympathy on this thirteenth anniversary of your
Patron Saint.” (Cheers).

Telegram from Count Ferdinand Patrick O’Donnell,
Vienna, forwarded through the O’Clery, Temple, London—

“ Honour me by assuring Bishop (’Donnell of my sym-

pathetic regard with his Lordship’s noble resolve to cele-

brate St. Celumba’s great anniversary, so intimately associ-

ated with our names and ancient race.”  (Cheers.)

Telegram from Rev. Joseph Rogers, Bungaree, Ballarat, 2
native of the Diocese of Raphoe—

¢« Greetings to assemblage in honour of Columbkille.”

(Applause.)

I'rom the Very Rev. Charles M‘Cready, D.D., New York,
a native of Letterkenny—

«“1y the Most Rev. Dr. O’Donnell.

“ A hundred pounds for (Columba (towards Cathedral

TFund).” (Applause.)

O’DONNELL AT CORUNNA.
Winter (f/' 1603.

Oh, wild and wintry is the night, and lonely is the hour,
But I wish I were far off at sea, in spite of storm and shower,
So that the dawn might see me cast upon the Irish coast—
So that I had regained my land, whatever might be lost !
No headland gray, so far away
From house or place could be,
But the voice of kin would bid me in,

And welcome back from sea.
—D’Arcy McGEE.




LETTER
FROM THE
MOST REV. DR. KEANE.

“While the echoes of the semi=( ‘entenary of O’Connell’s
death are still lingering in all Irish hearts, the sons of Done-
gal assemble to celebrate the Thirteenth Centenary of the
death of St. Columbkille. How far apart in the stretch of
centuries are Columbkille and O’Connell, and yvet how near
in the character, the significance, the purpose of their lives !
Love of justice, love of Ireland, love of Mother Church, love
of the great and blessed God of all goodness—these were
equally the ruling passion of those two great hearts, the
ruling purpose cf those two great lives. Their blending
puts cne in mind of that marvellous blending of the near
and the distant echoes in the weird song of the hills awaked
by the bugle blast in the Gap of Dungloe. The memories
of the glorious saintly past, and the memories of the sad but
heroic yesterday of her history, are the warp and the woof
that weave the tissue of Erin’s thoughts, and make together
the matchless record which she bequeaths to her sons. It
behoves them to understand and appreciate it rightly. Let
us dwell a moment on the blending of the spirit of those two
lives. How proud a picture in the annals of Tirin is the
young Donegal chieftain, worthy descendant of the stal-

wart and high-spirited Princes of his clan, so fearlessly

ardent in his love of the right and his hatred of the wrong

that he not only denounces openly his King’s injustice, but
even rushes to battle against the royal wrongdoer. Our
hearts pause not to weigh the impulse in the cold, calm scales
of prudence. Least of all could Celtic hearts be expected
to consider all pros and cons ere giving verdict in such a
case. With impulse like his own, we cry out— Bravely,

Rt. Rev. John J. Keane, D.D

Very Rev. Dean M‘Nulty, Patterson, N.J.
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nobly done!”  But now follow that young chieftain in his
heart-broken pilgrimage to Tona. Weeping, he bids fare-
well to Krin and pursues his sad journey farther'and farther
over the waves, till from the highest peak of Tona mo

. . !
glimpse of Ireland can be caught in the distance. And

why? Because his life is to be spent in ])(‘nuimu for that
very act which, at first sight, we instinctively applaud. Be-
cause year after year, he is to mourn in exile his hot-headed
yielding to that impulse which seemed so noble, but which
in truth was so wrong. Because with scalding tears of
humble repentance, he is to wash away the blood with which
his impetuosity stained the plains of Donegal, making con-
trite atonement to Almighty God for having rushed with
hot impulse into fratricidal strife, and making sorrowful
loving atonement to Erin for the encouragement which his
example had given to the fell spirit of faction, which has been
in all ages the hindrance to union among Irishmen and the
bane of Ireland’s welfare. He loved his God and he loved
his couniry ; and therefore he was to do long and hard and
tearful penance for having yielded to the chivalrous wrath
of his cwn generous but erring heart, rather than to calm
wisdom of dutifulness toward God and toward Ireland. Look
at him as he sits on yonder storm-beaten cliff, with folded
hands and tearful eyes gazing over the waves towards his
far distant lrin; then rises, and with outstretched arms
sends to her the messages of his heart’s love, which he begs
the winds and the seabirds to carry to her; then blesses her
with the blessing of priest and saint that he has become:
then prays for her and for her sons ; prays that the spirit of
faction may be exterminated from among her people ; prays
that the impetuosity of Irish hearts may be controlled by,
wisdom and prudence ; prays that the spirit of union may re-
place the spirit of dissension, of j ralousy and strife; prays
that in the leaders of the Irish people every personal interest,
every individual notion and prejudice, may be swallowed up
in ungelfish, disinterested, heroic devotedness to the common
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weal. Like St. Patrick, he was gifted with prophetic
glimpses into the future of his country. He foresaw her
glories and her woes, the Christian splendours of her Thabor,
the sepulchral darkness of her Crucifixion, and, beyond her
Calvary the glimmering dawn of her resurrection. He saw
1t all, and he prayed that during her age of peace and splen-
«dour she might be God’s instrument for the re-Christian-
ising of devastated Kurope; that during her age of cruci-
fixion her children might be filled with the spirit of the
martyrs; that at the approach of her resurrection her sons,
and especially their leaders, might be endowed with heavenly
wisdom, with the very spirit of the Prince of Peace, so that
Erin’s upward course might be worthy of her Christian past,
might be a joy and example to the world. So prayed Columb-
Iille as he gazed forth from the stormy cliffs of Iona. And
the guardian angels of Erin wafted his prayer to the Most
High, and the God of Nations ratified it. History tells how
faithfully Ireland did her whole duty to God and to herself in
the first two epochs of her career. On the imperishable
annals her name is recorded as the Island of Saints and
Sages, and as the Island of Martyrs. And when the first
faint glimmerings of her third epoch began to show on the
horizon who can fail to recognise a Providential embodi-
ment of the very spirit that St. Columbkille prayed for in
the person and the work of Daniel O’Connell. He was in-
deed mighty in the spirit of the Prince of Peace. = With the
heavenly sword of moral power he wrought such achieve-
mwents as the O’Neills and the O’Donnells and the M‘Mur-
roughs, had never accomplished by their heroic prowess in
war. And to the leaders whom Providence should raise up
after him he left the example of a self-control proof against
all provocation ; of a self-sacrifice which never permitted his
own irelinations or disinclinations to weigh, even the weight
of a feather, in comparison with the general good of his
country ; of a spirit of harmony and union which sunk all
sectional, factional, and personal interests and antipathies
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completely out of sight, and accomplished the wonder of an
absolutely united.people, the wonder which, won the admi-
ration of the world and wrung from FEngland’s unwilling
grasp the boon of Catholic Emancipation. And with it all,
and in it all, and above it all, he has left them the example
of the spirit of faith and of purity which alone can have the
blessing of GGod, which alone is worthy to represent Ireland,
and which alone can win for her the vietory of complete
justice. It is the very spirit that St. Columblkille implored
for his country, as with streaming eyes he prayed for her in
his exile in Tona. Thus the memories and the spirit of Gar-
tan and Iona and Darrynane blend together harmoniously to
charm us on this Centenary day, and to teach us wisdom for
the future. May these anniversaries be a providential time
for the sons of Erin. In the eritical period through which
she now is passing, may these sacred memories inspire her
people to stand together in one harmonious body, putting
forth their calm and orderly and irresistible demand for
simple and full justice. ~ Before the spirit of these proud
and holy memories, may the evil genius of dissension depart
ashamed, exorcised, driven utterly from the dear old land
for ever. May the very spirit of Columbkille and of O’Con-
nell fill and possess and control and guide the leaders of her
people ; or should they prove unwilling or unfit for it, then

may God raise up others in their places who will be fit and.

faithful, and who will worthily carry on the work of 1843 to.

the glorious result which it so well deserves. The prayers of
O’Conmnell are blending to-day with the prayers of St.
Columbkille and St. Patrick, and they are praying for Ire-
land. May God hear and grant their prayer, and may Ire-
land ncbly respond to it. Under the banner of the Cross,
guided by the angels of unity and peace and virtue, may her
course be upward and onward, and may her future be ever
worthy of the Christian glories of the past.” (Loud and long
applause.)

CHAPTER V.

And oh! may the God who hath kept evermore
This isle in His holy protection—

Bring back to His temples His priests as before,
And restore them to Eire’s affection.—MaNGAN.

LETTER
From the Very Rev. J. MacFadden, P.P., Gweedore, engaged in col-
lecting in America funds to assist in the erection of St. Eunan’s
Cathedral, Letterkenny. It is addressed to Father M*‘Nelis, P.P.,
Gartan :—

Catarft Naoth Phpompip,
Calipopinia,

An piceat LA oe mi na bedlcaine, 1897.

A ataip oty Mac Matany,

Deipeann re Lucaip 06Llabanta oam a cluinpcin 5o
B-ruil 11d a5 oul a CrnNMugao an Thiomad céao veuy
reile Naomm onopais Choluimeitle At an Datt-catman
Ceuona 4 (ugad €, agur & beannuig, ATUr A coiprpig e, le
POMEANTAT ATUP NAOMACT 4 615e, Le monan ve POLlamnace
AZur oe cnpabteadc.

1)(\\1111111@111 le mo ¢porve 5o h-tomlan, an Té a rmuain,
AIfLO-TaAR, onoif A TALAINT 00 Aft naom SLownan, agur 0o
'n &It snn AL TOSAO € Lle pollamnugao oifleamnac, agup
cpiopcamail map é ro.

Duo CoIM 0o muncin Zﬂ}\(tom\ltt rdilce 4 ¢up potme an

LAT0 a5up crumniugad ann a mitci am bpuac Loca Shapcain
le n-a cotmeao.

Dpipeann re mo Cnorve na¢ réroi Liom & bHert a Latain

ANNPE an colann, acc ANNP AN PPIONA0 LETD me ann.

Na¢ avamait Sup Tapla an réile an T-am A b-ruit
ruroeacan Naoim  Qoamnain lionca Le h-e4rbogs oe Poin
nioSamait Ui Dattaiz !
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C4& an T-€arbog O O6mnantt na Leancoipt prancac oe
Cholumcille ann & Tear-gndo Lle Tteampoll '0é & togaill
TUar.

COS ruar A pimnpip peangtoipe Cm(:()nmLL Rac-Hot
0 Avamnan agur 0o Chotumcille. Ta rmn Tappann na
V1410 AT AOIUS A0 aiproteampoitl & Letcip-Ceanain 0o 'n cé
A 10MCAflAr TO medramatl bacal an b-pdince anpaige Rac-
bot.

Nion £33 r1aoran an naoim SLopmana san maotn, agup 1
coip otmne curoiugad 4 tabanc o’ A N-€4rbog uaral man
S-Ceuona.

T4 06¢ar agam 30 N-0eantard an naomao La ‘oe 'n
Mheiteamn aobap atepuinmste moipt 0’ fip "Ohin-na-nFall,
Le h-onoip & veandao 00 'n naom bud M6 ann Afl T-CONN0AT,
ATUP A Talrbean To roilléap 4 n-oilreadc 0o ’n €arvog
ATA ant A rean Tinconalll.

C4 me reac¢t mile mile ar baile, a 5-Cacait Naoim
Phpoinrip, a5 veanad mo OITEL ann mo VOIS Gmal péin
te ctir Choluimeille a cup aip agaro. Mitpigeann 1o, o
Mmoo €151N, an reapbar a motwgim naéc m-véro re ann mo
cumar & be1t ann Hup Lata ap L na réite.

Deasnnacc 06 aip bupn n-obait. CTA 06EAr 4aTamM TO

M-DETD peun aTur ronar At .an 1omlan agaib.

Fanaim 5o '0eod 0eo,
Vo ¢apa pron,
séamus mae pharoin.
LETTER
From the Very Rev. E. Colgan, V.G., Baltimore.
“ St. Peter’s Church,
“ 848 Hollins-sireet,
“ Baltimore, Md.,
“ May 17th, 1897.
“Rv. Drar Sik,—Having heard from Father Cannon, and
read in the newspapers a great deal about the centennial

b
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celebration, which will come off at Gartan on the 9th of June,
I wish, as a priest born in the saint’s natlive county, to say
that your good Bishop and yourself deserve the thanks not
only of our people from Donegal, but of every Irish exile, for

organising this great festival to perpetuate the memory of

our own Columba, the Dove of the churches, the patron of the

Irish exile the world over. May God grant that your noble
efforts to perpetuate the memory of St. Columbkille may be
crowned with success.

“Yours very truly in Christ,
“ Epwarp M‘Corgan, V.G.

“Rev. A. M‘Nelis, P.P., Termon, Letterkenny.”

LETTER
From Rev. J. C. Cannon, Adm., Glenswilly, engaged with Father
M¢‘Fadden in America in collecting for St. Eunan’s Cathedral :—
“St. Peter’s,
“ 848 Holling-street,
“ Baltimore, Md.,
“ May 4th, 1897.

“My Dear Farmer M‘NEeLss,—I am very sorry that T
cannot be present at the Columbian Centennial Celebration
at Gartan on the 9th June.

“It would surely be a real pleasure for me to attend any
celebration in honor of that great saint who first saw the
light in Holy Gartan, and is venerated on this side of the
Atlantic as the “ Patron of the Irish exile.’

“Everywhere that I have been in this country, I have
found amongst the Irish and their descendants the most
lively devotion. to Donegal’s exile saint. In most of the
American dioceses there are beautiful churches dedicated to
his memory, and all the large cities have their flourishing
Columbkille Associations. The Columbkille Club of Phila-
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delphia is one of the finest organisations of its kind in this

country.

“The coming celebration has attracted widespread atten-
tion and deep interest everywhere throughout the United:

States, and you may be certain that hundreds of thousands
of Irish Americans will be with you in spirit on the great
occasion,

“The Right Rev. Monsignor MColgan, V.G., of this
Archdiocese, the Nestor of the American priesthood (whose
guest I am), and who is probably the oldest Donegal born
priest living to-day, desires to join me in wishing the cele-
bration the greatest success.

“With kindest regards,

“I am, my dear Father M‘Nelis,
“ Yours very sincerely,

“Jases C. CANNON.”

LETTER
From the Rev. Hugh M‘Dwyer, C.C., Glencolumbkille.
#St. Bernard’s Rectory,
“ Mount Hope, New Jersey,
“ May 6th, 1897.
“Drar Farner M‘NEris—It was with feelings of pleasure

I learned that you were about to celebrate the Thirteenth

Centenary of the death of St. Columbkille in a manner be-.

fitting his greatness. As a Donegal man, and as a missioner
for some time in the parish named after him—Glencolumb-
kille—I take a special “interest in the celebration. The
event will not be unmarked in this country either. In all
the great cities where there are Donegal men, preparations
are already being made, on an extensive scale, to do honour
to the memory of our glorious Saint. In New York, there

is a parish named after him. It was “chiefly Columba’s

fellow-countrymen, exiles like himself, who built the countless
Catholic churches, schools, and seminaries that everywhere
ornament the cities and thickly stud the land.

“Yours sincerely,

“Huea MacDwyER.

MESSAGE

From the Very Rev. P. A. O’Doherty, Professor in the Irish College,
Paris, and formerly President of St. Eunan’s Seminary, Letterkenny. He
writes :—

ST0 nac b-pul me ann bUf mears man bud mait Liom,
TAMe .4 N-INTINN AJU & TPIONAD ann bun S-cpunmnmugad o ta
cruinnigte go Lé 4 n-onoi Cipconaitt asupr Cotutmeitte:
ASur cuipuim mo bedannact ¢ugab o Colairoe na n-Cipe-

ANnac 1 b-Paquy.
PAORAIC U DOCARTAIE.
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See from each clime the learned their incense bring,
Hear in all tongues consenting paeans ring.—LEo.
LETTER
From the New York Gaelic League.
Cumann na Jaeoilge,
Nuao eabpdc, U.S.4,,

26ma0 L4 ve mi na Dealraine, 1897.
Vo'n Acaip Uppamad,

A ATan oy,

In _ainm Cumainn na Jaeoiltge Nuad Cabpaic curpumio
I%(\\C'CAI]\(\\(':C beas Cugalb aipt an O6CA'0 MOIL 1Ped ATA 1
Ldcaipn. 1. an cpuomad ceuo veug LA Féite Naoir Coluim
Citte. Duo po-matt a cuillead an t-ainm “Oitedn na

Naom agur na n-Olttam ” Le h-Cipunn ain pead Adoire Opoda
na h-€aglaire, ot 11 1MoMa0 na £ift leigeantcd naomea 0o
WSA0 AU 00 TOTHLAD At & h-uct Jlaipr A Fead na o-Tiu
S-ceuwo bLadan Tap é1 teacta Naoim ‘]:)(\'()]\AIC: ACT oe'n

tomLdan n1 pab aon aca nmor naomca, nor Leigeanta no

nop oivesnca 'nd o H Cotum Citle é péin. Dud haom

or cionn na naom €, ACT 'ran dm ceaona bud h-Cipeannac
op cionn na n-€ipeannac 6. CTug 1é a ceuo &0 00 Ohia
mapt bud Coipy, ACT TUZ '€ AN "04Afla SA0 Tan floinh 00’
T ALOINN 10 4 WuS4a0 € AU 1n nd'n fewo 1é a comnuroe
00 veunam ; oI\ unne e oibipceat Jo Tollteanac oe rén
cum Cperoim Cpuopo 00 15APA0 1Mears na n-040meao
m-boct ANHFI0rAC VO HaIft 1 N-DONCADAP PATANACTA NP NaA
TICID comBapaca. ACT At tedad A bedata £4a04 1mears na
S-cotgequgedc b a ¢poroe 1n €ipunn Le na-muncip pein, agup
T bud Mmop na veona 1n 4 oIl Suipm ‘nuaip o'tompud 1é A

1oane cum otledin dluin o 61ge.”
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M1 h-10ngnad é 5o v-tugann Clann ha N-5a004L OnoIp
ABUT Ufilaim 0’ athm 4Tup 00 cutne o1ty an Naoim moip
asuran Ollaim Lé1geanta red. Fo h-dipusce 11 po-oipeannac
SO0 m-bervead mopusao A ]'.“ML(\ ATa1b-re At .an m-ball
Talman beannmiZce Pin 1n & uga0 agur 1N ap o1ligeas peulc
naomtacta agup oglumea na h-€aglaire Cipesannaise,
ASur Criorowmgteoiude na h-€oppa, Ty ceuo oeuyg blia-
0D4a1n O TrOIN.

ACT 310 gup getnead Coltum Cille 1mears rléibtedt
Fradam audim Odim na n-Sall, agup 10 Jup paotpuis ré
MO-CUro 0’4 faogal aip o1léan Lom uaigneac lona, £or ni't
A CAIL ceangailte 00'n 0d Hall Talman pin amdn. 1y teip
Aan ooman mop Cruopoamall a4 ¢la, 6t 'L aon Tip A
OfUIM na cfuinne 4 n-oid ndn cuipead Cperoearn Cpiopro
At bun nac b-ruil an Cperoedm pin 0’4 cotugao Le veir-
c1obalaih agur Le comoutcaracatb Naotm Colutm Cille
InTi. Map-oeapbad st pin béErd 100LANT AofamaIl an
dpmnn compbipce AL A fon an 10mao teampall At fuo
FAIINSE Na mOIpcife reo aipt.an naomao L& Mercim ; agur
At an LA ceaona i ‘nuaip 4 T mMbre 1 n-Sapcdn, AT A
bpeite, a5 oppdil ruar MEunn Mo Agur A5 TAbaI\T molca
Aagupr sloipe 00 'ran c-rean-Saedilis 6o 0o Labain an Naom
€ Téin agur MAap rSuob AZur 1N A feinn fé A cancicroe
milpe 00 °Ohiy, bEID comalta an Cumainn reo 7 aft 5-caifroe
cpumnmgte 1 ap mitcid pan h-Alla 11 Mo 1Ny an T-catan
1eo, Thi mile mite 1 5-céim uabre, a5 éirceact le h-€ax-
Laipedc poteigeanca oe Poip na n-5aooal (1o nac b-raca
I'é Talam na h-€ipeann apnam) A3 Tpact 5o Liomea Linn Al
Crabact agur aip tioptarmtacc Choluim Cille, ABUR AT
TAIrbeant na métroe 0o funne e At ron Cruopouigedacta
na h-€onpa.  Man pin ve. 10 JUN LA0A 1 T-CEIN ATAMAOTD,
San 00TEAP A5 mopdn  againn b-peicpimio - €@ipe na
Sputan” 50 0e6 apup, Td A g-cporote L in 5a¢ Mo a
Batnedr le onoi agup Le cli na n-Sao0al.
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SO o-tugard O14, Tpe esoapsuroe Choluim Cille 1n
aoinfeact le pdropedacath o ¢lomnne -oilpe aipf fuo an
0OMAIN AlIft 4N OCA1I0 €0, PMOTEAN, PAOoIfPe ATUP 1ONAr Tah
mo1ll 0’ap matain boico, Eipe !

I rinn-ne, & ATan O, aip ron Cumainn na Jaeoilge

Dup pempbipise Umta,
€. C. Mac Corcarhail, Uacoandn,
Prapar oe Cenc, Leap-Uacoapin.
ittiam Ua Daith, Ranaipe.

Paopaic Ua Dpoin, Feap-eagoi.

LETTER
From the Rev. Michael P. Hickey, D.D., M.R.I.A., F.R.S.A.I., Pro-
fessor of Irish in St. Patrick’s College, Maynooth :—
Colatpoe Naoith Paofarg,

Mag Nuaoao,

6 Deulzeine, 1897.
A Thigeanna €4rvog,

1 brior namra 5o mbero Feir mon nagalca agaib 1n
onoip Naoim Columceilie 1y an &1T 1 ap g0 € At an
naomao Ld 0o'n mi-peo. Va0 maic Liompa be1t 10’ Focain
AZUr 1 b-focaip 00 muintifie At an ocdro pin; ACT, mo
credc o't mo ¢ar, ni €15 Liom bett ap an sColdipte an T-am
rom. A¢t cé nac réroit Liom beit 1n bap mears so
roraIcr1ionac, 11 riopcinnce é 5o Tiubpard me CuaIf\T argne
ASUT rmuainte an Slteanncatd agupr an pleibcid *Ohdin-
Na-nSall an L& vo. MNi fuil naom 11 M6 0’ ap O-TI 4’1 0 an
Scinead No ir aoifroe anoip 1 {M0SACT na bFLaiteasr, 'nd
Columcitte. 0o bv’é an TINSNAOUSTeo 1 Mo € '0d (ugad
Aftam an Tatam na h€ipeann. Diov a fraonure an rin 50
mbiod pé 45 veunam Inaccummsce AL A T outealr agupy

AfLA MUINTIN PEIN ATUP 4T Piopcuroudad Leo, 1an n-imeende

(i
00 5O hdlbain, agup Supd’ papmimic oo Hiod A paile
tompugte ap Erpinn can Pt na maotle prap 6'n AT ‘na
fla1d e ‘na comnuroe ‘na 0ibIpteac Tap Leaf, Sroead sun
Aontuid pé Le cToil ‘06 Tan & ¢arad 5o h-Eipunn an redu A
1408 aIl, ba minic é 45 rilead na N0eof 00 Vearsaid o
'S4 6 n-4 Tip agur 6 n-a ruwncip oilp pein.  Da mop
1ONSANTAC & SPA0 ATUP & Mear, TAp & ¢lonnroin, an Al
oTEANSAI0 MIUp uapral dnparoe Saeoilge, agur 00 ba mon
San ampar A ¢ndo cporoe '0d m-beroedad a flor 4a1ge 5O
b-pmgead ri bdr 5o 0ed 1 oTip Chonaill N6 £Or A\ LU0 ha
cife peo uile 00 SPadUIS 1é le n-a Lan-¢poroe. S0 mauo
' coroce, aTUr SO MAIW0, Leir, na naome AT A% oeunam
A NOICEILL ap & ron, cla aca 1n Giunn no TA Léan ’‘na
scomnuroe 140 ! To n-emngro Ubre o Lei agur te bup
raotaf. Mire, & Thigeapna €arbog, 00 Cafla AZUp 00
reipbireac 5o buan.
Micedl P. Ua hiceada,
Oroe Saevilzge.
Vo’n Vocciip po-Ombioneac
Pionaig Ua Oomnaild,

€arbog Rata-Doe.,

LETTER
From the Rev. James C. MacGinley Dean, St. Patrick’s College, May-
J) D9 .\,
nooth, a native of the Diocese of Raphoe :—
(‘1)1.\11‘1)(‘ Naoim ]f).'wqmn‘,
Mag-Nuadaic,
An 740 La oe 'n Mi Meavon, 1897.

A Aca oiuy,

Duo maic tiom & beit a n-S4pcdn 'O1a Ceanaoine ro

cugainn, ‘nuaip & véroear oaoine Clomne-Conarti— Cain-

nealac, €4rpog, ragaipc, Agur pobal 1 n-aommfeacc Le

h-onoift & Tabaipc oo Columcille ‘pan  dic At (1S40 6,
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ACT TA obaip 45am le oeanad ann 10, agur carcrtrd me
FANACT.
1 beannmgte an dT TanTdn T &t na h-Gipeann o'n
L& 11N & conape & Naom an polur ann aift 0-TUy.
buroeacar 006 Oiqa, niop call Tipconaill apiam an cfiet-
oeam a4 DI alel 6 Laetib Cotmmeitte. Vi beannact an
Naoim M 4 S-comnuroe 0'd cormeno raon 0 SAC baogal.

1 cOom otnn, Map fin, onoif, Aguy S&0, agur burveacar

A TADAPT 00 At an LA SLOpMAn 1°0.
To b beannact 'O€ agur Muipe, Piopaic, agur Coluim-

citle ap Cipconaitl 5o bpdc.
It mire, & Acap oiur,

Do Canao,

seamus C. MacCINMEAELArO.

A message was also read from Mr. George M‘Ghee, Chair-
man of the Donegal Reunion Committee in Glasgow. He
had been deputed by that patriotic body to represent
them at Grartan, and had made all arrangements to travel.
An unforeseen occurrence obliged him most reluctantly to re-
main. The Most Rev. Chairman paid the warmest compli-
ments to the Donegal Reunion Committee and their esteemed
chairman for their well-known and constant devotedness
to the religious and material interests of the Diocese of
Raphoe.

The following extracts from the addrass he had intended to
deliver, wiil interest our readers:—

« Unworthy representative though I be, I am one of those
Donegal men who have found a home in the beautiful land
across the channel, which, while time lasts, will remain so
gloriously identified with the life and labours of him the
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thirteen hundreth anniversary of whose death affords us the
opportunity of meeting here to-day, and of offering to
Almighty God our heartfelt thanks for the special privilege
he has conferred upon our county in ordaining that his
kirthplace should be amongst the shadows of these hills, and
that Denegal should share with lonely Iona the memories
and the glories of St. Columba.

“To speak of his labourss and their enduring results
would, to any assembly of Catholics acquainted with the
Church History of these islands, be a waste of time and
words.  St. Columba had christianised the West of Scot-
land, long before St. Augustine had landed in England, and
he would be a cold Catholic and an unpatriotic Scotsman
who could traverse the land of Scotland and contemplate
the ruined temples of Elgin, of Melrose, of Jedburgh,
of Kelso, of St. Andrew’s, of Dunfermline, of Glasgow,
or of Holyrood, and remain unmoved in the shade
of their ivied ruins. In the silent eloquence of their deso-
lation, these grey walls reproach us with our want of enthu-
siasm for the glory of God, and of thankfulness for the gift of
holy faith, and remind us of our responsibility to do all in
our power to hasten the day when the separated ones around
us in the lovely land of Scotland, humbly striving after truth,
may return to the fold of holy church, and to the faith of
which they were robbed in the sixteenth century by the
vanity, the selfishness, and the personal ambitions of evil men.

“Thank God, evidences of the progress of Catholicity in
Scotland are not wanting. While I speak, the Protestants
there have at this moment entered into competition with
their Catholic countrymen in their desire to venerate the
memory and work of St. Columba, and may it not be in the
providence of God that he who from the cloisters of Iona
shed the light of Faith thirteen hundred years ago upon the
Scottish people, may, by his pleadings with the Sacred Heart
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.n Heaven to-day, hasten the time when, from Iona to St.
Andrew’s, the Holy Sacrifice will be again the possession of

£ " . e e ) CHAPTER VIIL
the Scottisk people, and the Holy name of Mary invoked

again by her children amid her straths and glens. { SEDEVIY e

“ My Lords and Gentlemen, I would not be discharging ‘ A noble temper dost thou show in this;
: And great affections wrestling in thy bosom

12 e ! > av di £oq AT . -4 o of vene
: obligations here to-day did T fail to pay a tribute of vene- Hng [
my 0Dl & P Do make an earthquake of nobility. —SHAKESPEARE.

ration to the memory of the brave men of our own. county, ‘

and from other parts of Treland, who in the latter end of ADDRESS
the last century, and the early years of this one in the dis- I Of the Rev. John Boyle, C.C., Ardaghey, Inver :—
pensations of Providence, and following, so to speak, but | Mv Lord Cardinal, My Lord, Rev. Gentlemen, and
fromn difterent motives, and from circumstances I need not | Friends,—After the interesting and eloguent discourse we
detail, the footsteps of St. Columba, became voluntary exiles { have heard from Father M‘Nelis there (Il()(‘s not seem to be
to Scotland and settling themselves p:n'i,iculm'ly along the much left for me to add; but happily, St. Columba’s e
valley of the Clyde became in their own persons Apostles of i acter is made up of varied and many-sided elements, and

y . L 4 * d PRSI 7 he 3 Their o o 5 z > 3 .
the Faith.  Of the goods of this world they had none. Their affords to his admirers a large field for interesting retrospec -

o

only possessions were their Holy Faith, and their intense love tion and review. St. Columba lived in Ireland in an age of

of 1he land that bore them. From their advent may justly be

dated the redawn of Catholicity in Scotland, and of open

intense intellectual and supernatural development. Compe-
tent authorities tell us, that Treland during his age, and for

] 31 y See F R o o X ) )
and 11\‘(;\\'{‘&1 adhesion to the See of Rome. many su(}cco(lulg centuries, unJoyml a degree of culture

approaching that of Greece under Pericles or Rome under

Augustus. That St. Columba occupied @« conspicuous place

}
{ ;
|

among his holy and learned contemporaries is undisputed ;

indeed, he is regarded as the most illustrious of them. For
his countrymen, St. Columba’s career is one of absorbing in-
terest, and though thirteen centuries separate him from us,
still his figure stands out luminous and fascinating against
the ever-deepening background of time, and, as the passions
and prejudices that surround that early Christian period sub-
side and decline, the meaning and motive and purpose of that
great saint’s life becomes clearer, holier, and bolder. Of
this we have an evidence in the imposing ceremonies of to-
day, presided over as they have been by cur illustrious Car-
dinal--who, by a strange coincidence was schooled in the very
village where Columba spent his boyhood- -assisted by our

1,‘
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own Bishop, through whose veins courses the blood of the
Iy Niall. St. Columba was a holy and a learned man, but as
T Lave said, we had hosts of holy and learned men in his day
‘0 Treland, who, in the monastic cells of Durrow and Derry,
of Clonard and Clonmacnoise, blended together harmoniously
in their persons the highest devotion to God, and the truest
devotion to the sacred cause of learning and truth. But what
gives St. Columba a special claim to our reverence and love
is the strange and peculiar nature of his character and
career, with his princely ancestry, as a scion of the royal race
of Niall the Great, and as such qualified io rule one day not
only over his own (inel Conal but even to be elected High
King of Ireland. To this is added the rare charm of his
brilliant gifts and accomplishments. From a purely literary
point of view, St. (olumba was perhaps the most accomplished
ecclesiastic of his day. His education embraces the various
dialects of Gaelic, Latin, Greek, and perhaps, Hebrew. In
Guclic poetry and music he was highly proficient, as is evi-
denced by the fragments of his verse that have come down
to us. In all the Celtic arts, crafts, and industries, he was
singularly eminent. Then, his striking personality. His
biographers deseribe him as athletic in body, b sautiful as an
angel, graceful in bearing, possessed of a voice and a golden
eloquence which were regarded as miraculous, and before
which the opposition of kings and princes was often silenced
ito subjection. Another feature in his career which has
drawn the hearts of his countrymen o him was his exile
and the pathetic outpouring of his soul in plaintive verse as
the * great tears fall from his grey eyes towards Ireland.”
To these attractive natural characteristics must be added a
deep religious fervour, a soul filled from his childhood with

consuming zeal for the extension of the Kingdom of his

Divine Master, practising a mortification and a devotion to

prayer which excited the admiration and sometimes the -

Donegal Castle.

Lo¢ Ceans.

Lough Derg.
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aldrm of hig disciples. These were the charms of this great
Saint’s life, and explain the commanding influence he exer-
cised among kings and princes and prelates—an influence
which was to some extent transmitted to his successors, and
exércised by them for centuries after his death. Our country-
men in many cities of the United States have formed associa-
tions under our great Saint’s patronage. It seemed highly
appropriate that the Irish exiles should select for their patron
him who was himself an exile from Erin, and who in his per-
son reflects the highest and truest aspirations of the Irish
character. For after all St. Columba was an Irishman, an
iddal Irishman. He had all the enthusiasm, fervour, and
firé, and, if I may be permitted to say it, a little of the im-
petucsity of our Celtic nature; of every struggling and
righteous cause he was the unflinching defender, and was, per-
haps, like the Prince of the Apostles, at times a little prone

10 draw the sword to punish the wrongdoer. Whether we

ave to regard him as always the dove, or whether we are to.

find in his character evidences of errors of judgment belongs
to the domain. of debate, for which there is no place in the
joyous asscciations of this day. Indeed, I think that a con-
troversy that has outlived the researches of O’Donovan and
Kdating and Lanigan, and in our own day of such an accom-

plished scholar as Dr. Healy, must, at least for our day, be left

an!cpen question. But, looking over the matter, I confess

there does seem strong circumstantial probability in the tra-
dition that assigns to the battle of Cuil Dreimnie a deciding
eldment in shaping the destiny and future of this great apostle.
If we admit he erred, has he not shown us, with rare Christian
courage and fortitude, how errors are to be atoned for? = To
recall the life and virtues of such a one is a holy and patri-
otic action. We read in the autobiography of an eminent

Catholic lady of an advice given her once by the poet Long-

fellow. He told her she was each day to read some beautiful.
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poem, visit some beautiful object of nature, or study some
painting of art, thatin this way she might acquire and main-
tain true elevation of soul and character. What study is
better caleulated to develop the nobler part of man than the
study of the life and character of St. Columba? It will give
us higher aims in life, higher ideals, higher ambitions.
It will show us that the truest service and the best is the
service of God, and it shows us also that the truest service to
Ged can be united in the one person with the highest ideal of
patriotism, that religion and patriotism are twin sisters, and
should not be divorced. Every fibre of St. Columba’s body
was moved by unselfish devotion to faith, every accent of
his tongue lisped the undying love of fatherland. “Whether
this country is ever destined to attain the position she occu-
pied in her golden period, or whether, like the swan, we are
destined to sing the melancholy dirge of expiring national
life, no matter which, there is one thing left us of which our
enemies cannot rob us, and that is, that we can call forth from
the annals of our country a roll of illustrious men whose
glorious labours and whose evangelising conquests at home
and abroad are the theme of never-dying praise and lauda-
tion. May their memories be kept green in our souls, and

may they lead us on to higher and better things.
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CHAPTER L

0, ask me not! At minstrel string

My heart from infancy would spring,

Nor can I hear its simplest strain

But it brings Erin’s dream again. —Scorr.

N hour's interval was here allowed for
luncheon and for paying a visit to the
admirably preserved walls of Columba’s
ancient church in the immediate neigh-
bourhood. The charming scenery, too,
afforded a delightful treat.

The second part of the day’s proceedings opened with a

song by Rev. P. Logue, P.P., Kilecar, who rendered, with
magnificent voice and telling effect, Dr. MacHale’s Irish
translation of “The Harp that once through Tara’s
Halls.” Then followed the Address by the Rev. P. Daly,
P.P., Ballintra :—

No words can more concisely convey or express the wonder-
ful gifts and attainments of Columba than the prophetic
words uttered by St. Patrick, when on the banks of the Erne
at Ballyshannon. "With hands spread on the head of Fergus,
the grandfather of our saint, and imparting, with great
solemnity and devotion, his blessing, he said —<“From your
seed shall be born a son of benediction, who shall

be enriched with treasures of knowledge and wisdom, and he

eap-ao0a Ruaro.

Waterfall at Assaroe, Ballyshannon.

Convent, Ballyshannon.
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shall be a prophet of the Most High—a burning and a shin-
ing light—and never will a deliberate lie proceed from his
lips.”

The result of his labours in Scotland was the conversion
to Christianity of pagan tribes, and the civilisation of the
rude and barbarous races. The most genial summer, that
ever the mountains and glens of Caledonia experienced,
never effected such a change in their bleak and barren ap-
pearance, as did the grace of God, through the bemign
presence and preaching of the Saint, in the once hardened and
darkened hearts of their inhabitants. Truly had the vision
his Holy Mother saw before his birth now become a thing
of real life—the veil, covered with flowers of wonderful beauty
was now carried over woods, plains, lakes, seas and moun-
tains.  Thousands upon thousands were clad with the
nuptial garb to meet the bridegroom, and the flowers of in-
nocence, virtue and purity bloomed in his footsteps wherever
he went. The angel’s words, too, are verified—*‘ The son had
blossomed for Heaven, he was reckoned among the prophets
of God, and he had led numberless souls to Heaven.”

But whilst the great Saint was transforming the wilder-
ness of paganism in Scotland into a vineyard of the Lord, he
was not unmindful of himself. And though his life was
so holy and pleasing in the sight of Heaven that the power
of working miracles, as well as the gift of prophecy, was
bestowed on him, still we find him following the example
and making use of the words of St. Paul, chastising his body
lest whilsi he preached to others he himself might be a cast-
away—" Though my devotion is delightful,” said he, “T sit
in a chair of glass, for I am fleshly and often frail.”

His austerities were most extreme. Ile slept on the bare
ground with a stone for a pillow, and the skin of some ani-
mal for a blanket. He rose three times during the night

to pray, and often scourged himself, even to the scoring of his
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flesh, in atonement for his sins. His food was of the simplest
kind. He lived exclusively on bread, water and vege-
tables, the vegetables being occasionally nettles. He ab-
stained from flesh meat, and, like another St. John the Bap-
tist, never teok any strong drink, even wine. He was never
idle, for when not engaged in labour with his monks he was
continually making copies of the Sacred Scriptures—300
copies of the Gospels alone being attributed to him.

A life so holy ends in a death the most touching, edifying
and saintly. He had not only a presentiment, but a {ore-
knowledge, that the end was near. Even the very day was
known to him. “This day ” (Saturday), said he to his faith-
ful attendant. “is called in Scripture the Sabbath, or rest,
and will also be the Sabbath of my labours, for on this coming
Sunday night, T will, in the words of Seripture, be gathered
to my fathers. My Lord Jesus has deigned to invite me, and
at midnight I shall depart in obedience to this summons.”’
« Thou weepest, dear Diarmott, but console thyself, it is my
Lord Jesus Christ who invites me. It is1le who has revealed
to me that my summons will come to-night.” Still at labour
and doing the work of God to the last, he continued tran-

seribing the Psalms of David, and was engaged at the 83rd

Psalm, when his strength gave way. The last words he
wrote— Those who seek the Lord shall not be deprived of
any good ”’---are full of significant m saning to us. Though
they are the words of the Royal Psalmist, they seem to convey
in writing the last message, the last counsel, the last pro-
phetic utterance, of our great saint to his spiritual children.
But, although he was able to write no more, he struggled to
attend evening devotions in the Church. Returning to his
cell, he sat on the bare stone that was for him both bed and
pillow. To his only companion, for delivery to the com-
munity, he addressed the last words he ever spoke- —“ Dear
Children, this is what I command with my last words—let

peace and charity, a charity mutual and sincere, reign always
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amongst you. If you act thus, following the example of
the Saints, God, who strengthens the just, will help you
and I, who shall be near Him, will intercede on your behalf,
and you shall obtain from Him, not only all the necessities of
the present life in sufficient quantity, but, still more, the re-
wards of Iiternal Life reserved for those who keep His Law.”
But his last visit to our Divine Lord in the tabernacle had
vet to be made. "When the midnight beli rang for Matins,
Columba was the first to enter the Church. Though it was
not then lighted, the faithful attendant who followed him
saw it filled with a bright heavenly light. Others, too, saw
if, but on their near approach to the Saint it disappeared.
Searching in the dark, the attendant found him stretched
before the altar: He raised him up, Iaid his head on his
breast, and when lights were brought, all saw he was dying.
But before his spirit fled, raising his eyes towards heaven, he
looked about him on both sides. His face was full of a won-
drous, heavenly joy, as if looking at angels. His right hand
was raised by the attendant, himself giving what assistance
he could, and having imparted his last blessing, he calmly ex
pired on the 7th June, 597 His face, we are told, retained
long after death its ruddy appearance, and seemed calm and
rejoiced by the vision of angels, more resembling that of a
man asleep than of one dead. His death was made known
miraculously in more than one place in Ireland; for St.
Ernan, in his monastery in Drimholme, saw at the very hour
of his death the Isle of Tona, where he himself had never
been, flooded with miraculous light, and an immense host of
shining angels filling the air with heavenly musie, and pro-
ceeding to bear away the soul of the oreat missionary ; and
on the banks of the river Finn, at the same moment, holy
monks, whilst fishing at night, saw the sky lighted up by a
pillar of fire, which rose from the earth to the highest
heaven, lighting up the country all round with the bright-

ness of the noonday sun.,
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No wonder such a man has been regarded as a great saint,
since heaven itself may be truly said to have testified to his
sanctity. And if sanctity, as a great and holy writer says,
can be acquired by doing our ordinary actions extraordinarily
well, how greas must be its degree in him, who performed
not merely ordinary actions, but extraordinary ones, ex-
traordinarily well.

Tt has been said of him that his exile from his native land,
and his labours amongst the pagans in Scotland, were en-
joined on him as penance for inciting his kindred to engage
.iu a bloody batile in which many were slain. Kven were
this ix'm*—.:m(l his sainted biographer gives no countenance to
it—siill might we say of him— )h, thrice fortunate the fault
that was the occasion of gaining so many souls to God, and
to which a whole nation was indebted for its conversion.

i for his si ay God give us the
And if it were in atonement for his sin, may God give us

orace to atone as satisfactorily for ours as he did. May we

always in dangers and difficulties implore his intercession in
]10:1\’1'11 who was so willing on earth to assist those who had
recourse to him, and may his sainted name and his powerful
intercession be always invoked as they have been, in union
with those of St. Patrick and St. Brigit. to obtain from ‘Lﬁlm
-aces we, their Irish children, require

fount of mercy the g1 :
sl e thie olllory S
ir souls here, and enjoy with them the glory ar

te save ov
happiness of heaven hereafter.




92

CHAPTER IL

Love thou thy land with love far-brought
From out the storied Past and used
Within the present, but transfused
Through future time, by power of thought.— TENNYSON.
ADDRESS
By Mr. Jerome Boyce, Co. 1 Jelegate, Donegal :—

My Lord Cardinal, My Lord Bishop, Right Rev. and
Rev. I"athers and Gentlemen—From all we have ever read,
and from the knowledge we have obtained to-day through
the able and eloquent speeches which have been delivered, we
must ceme to the conclusion that the virtue of patriotism
was not the least of the many great virtues which adorned the
sacred character of St. Columba. His attendance at the
great Parliament of Drumceat, under difficulties which might
well excuse attendance there, would be zlone sufficient evi-
dence of this. And we have very positive confirmation of
his intense love for his native country as. expressed by him-
self in that beautiful poem. where he :ays

¢ 0, would to God I were in Derry,
Or laid in Gartan’s native clay,
Or in my ancient cell in Tory,
Surrounded by the Atlantic sea.”
I might adduce many incidents in his life, if it were neces-
sary, in order to prove his active and sterling patriotism, but
to an Irish and a Catholic audience assembled in his native
Gartan, I consider it unnecessary. Looking back on the
troubled and chequered history of our country from the
earliest ages to the present, we find that the religious zeal,
the Iove of learning, and the sterling patriotism which distin-
guished Saint Columba, has never deserted this old land of
Tyrconnell, and, please God, never shall. Ages of religicus

persecution, confiscation, and ty -anny, and all the concomitant

Mucpory.

From a phot by Lawrence Dublin.

DM UCKIOss, Adlcar,
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nificent Tuins of Donegal Castle, once the proud fortress of
the O’Donnells, now lonely and forsaken, its chambers the
reireat of birds that mistake its galleries for the recesses of
the mountains, but tradition tells us that there within those
hoary walls amidst the rejoicings of the great Clan Connell,
the child of prophecy, the dauntless and undaunted Hugh

herrors which the rule of the stranger has inflicted on our
unhappy country, have failed to sever our warm attachment
to the faith of St. Patrick and St. Columba, as it has failed
to quench the fire of patriotism and of Q\*utimmlit’y, which has
descended to us from our patriotic forefathers, the faithful
clansmen of Tyrconnell, who in the past sealed with their
blood their attachment to faith and fatherland. Yes, Done-
gal has ever acted a mnoble part and maintained an

Roe O'Donnell, first saw the light of day.

enviable position in its fight against the enemy and
invader, and we are truly proud of it; and it must, [
think, be admitted that it is a laudable pride, when it is
considered that in St. Columba it has given birth to the

greatest saint of the Irish race, and, in the Four Masters, to

the greatest annalists that ever Ireland has produced, and
in Godfrey and dauntless Red Hugh O’Donnell, the bravest
warriors that ever drew sword in defence of Ireland. These
are indeed names to be proud of —these are names that will
ever arouse the religious zeal and active living patriotism of
the men of Donegal. And as long as these grand old moun-
tains are reflected in the placid waters of Lough Veagh, g0
long shall the memory of Saint Columba be revered and
veneraled, and his prayers invoked by the Irish. Catholics,
and so long will the sacred soil of Gartan and Kilmacrenan
be dear to the Irish heart. And as long as the tidal waters
of Donegal Bay ripple in melancholy cadence like the wail- Kilodonnell

Cill "0omnaill.

ing of the banshee round the Abbey of the Four Masters, ;
“ And oft beneath those hoary walls Tyrconnell’s warriors stood,

3 , y Ready for homes and altars free to shed their hearts’ best blood ;
scholars be remembered, honoured, and revered. Nor will Wlernn hiasaliod they ofta willing host to battles’ rudest shock,

the noble and illustrious dead who have found a resting place With closed up ranks, immovable, a living wall of rock.”

s6long will the noble and unselfish patriotism of those oreat

among the ruins of that famous abbey by the sea be soon
When thinking over these times and of the gallant and fear

noble stand for the freedom of
ask ourselves, in the words of

forgotten. There in unmarked and unknown graves sleep 1 ) 1 1
' ) ; ess men who made such a
its noble and generous founder- -Hugh O’Donnell, and his 4 :

our country, we sometimes
Moore, “ How hands so vile could conquer hearts so brave,”
themselves ; . e SR and frem the depths of the grave comes the answer—Dissen-
emselves, there to await the general resurrection. And D e i ‘the Tish veople wreupht theid
within gunshot of that old abbey by the sea stands the mag- sion and disunion amongst the Irish peoy g >

virtuous and accomplished consort, the Lady Nuala—Dbesides
many of the royal race of Conn, and also the Four Masters




96

downfall. They were brave, but they were disunited. Must
it be ever thus? I have mentioned only a few of the many
hallowed and historic spots which are scattered over Donegal,
and are to be found in almost ever y parish from Abbey Assa-
roe, at Ballyshannon, to Royal Aileach, in Inishowen, and
which speak to us in silent but impressive language of

great and glorious past, and that are well calculated to kee P
green in our souls the imperishable faith of our foref: athers

and that lofty and aspiring patriotism which has never do—
serted this old land of Tyrconnell. Nor have I mentioned
more than a few of the saints, the patriots, and the scholars
whose names shed a glorious lustre around Donegal.  But we
have amongst us here to-day two of its most wor thy and ex-
alted sons, who nobly maintain the proud traditions of their
race. Yes, the names of his Eminence ( Cardinal Logue and
the Most Rev. Dr. O’Donnell will go down to posterity and

gdd another link to the chain: of renowned scions! of the

Cinel Conal, that shed an unfading lustre on this grand old

Iand.

Mainipc

M 001N na ng

[Inniskeel.

-all.

Interior, Donegal Abbey.
G




CHAPTER III.

All the glories of old Erin with her liberty have gone,

Yet their halo lingered round her, while her olden Tongue lived on;

For 'mid the desert of her woe, a monument more vast

Than all her pillar-towers it stood—that old Tongue of the Past.
Rev. M. MuLrix.

POEM

By Rev. J. J. O’Donnell, St. Columba’s School, Killybegs :—

Laoroh ann onoirk cholum cille.

T4 gut hf\('m\\ﬁmll Thip-Chonaill g0 h-aluin anoiug,
&’ mupglad 'n mac-alla 5o h-&t0 'p 50 TV ;

S clénug 'na 5-coipTib 5o JTapTan 4’ Tyiall

'0 bailTib n-a Conovae 30 prar 't 50 pial.

T4 'n pobal o cpdibreac 4z upmms 'ra Sleann,

S AN PAPTA0 an pgatlann péin cimoad A 5-ceann;
TA na pagaIftc marc conug i an c-aipponn 0o pdo

At alzomt an-pgramal Le p6-beagan pgac.

TA Clann Chonaill 5o céimeamail 'p 5o Tpeunmap Ann 1o
Le pruonnpa 4 o-teampoll 'p Tigeapn’ eapboc RAT "Hot ;
Tabaipic burveacap 'sup altugan 0o ‘Ohia mop gan moill,

Al ron na ngitdpa 00 prionn Sé aipt Naom Cholum (el s

Naom Colum gan ampup a'pt 3-columan péin,
Ruga aipt an Leic o Td certpe ¢éuo veug bliavam;
Mac perobimio 'gup Gitne 6'n puil napal vo Tall,

Slio¢o Chatap 11113]1 agup Niall na Naor nJeall.

Sean Cuttneacan oilip cupt uipge At 4 ceann,
'S an aihm na Tionoro’ Slan peacad na peann,
'TSup baipo an naoth ounn 1 mo, baipoead 'n (’*mmn Apiam

1 miopbuileib, 1 ngprdpra 't an éipeaco 4 Sniom. ey :
I LS o F < St. Columba’s Marine School, Killybegs,
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TA'n T-10mpiad 5o cortéeann Juft atje pgo1l g Mag 0111355
A baipoead 0o CEan naIt An Columan Cill’;

No gut Crumtan buo amm 06 1A T P-a15€ péin

£a Shapcan an ‘OubIlaire 'p pa chitlib-Mmhic-ném’.

Nac 1omoa pin &t a b-purl Lopg 4 L,
Mullac prléibTead puap riontac 'sup gleanntaim gan DA ;
At otlean Lom uaignead paol eug-fpuaim na o-tonm,

reuc a clog-teac tom-Lo1TIZT’ 1t 4 teampoll gan bonn.

Dud é mian & bert g-comnurve a1g upnury no Pspiod,
Nno te \\ \I S na ‘)I‘ ‘171“‘ A - I,(l 1l’lllﬂ nan \Un]
A’ reinm na Saibm le Luat-ceol na n-éun,

No '35 6pmugad na Soipgerl Le na margirom-Laim péin.

Paciin Luco péglum, caparo oilip na m-bapo,
Le Laigce neam-Locoad, Le gut milip, &pro;
Plesoarl re ' buard’ 1é a I)-p.\]l'mm o'n iz,
C10 Jut Tpom éman A $-cofita, 1 n-éuoain A 7
At Frocaipt 0o -x'n’hll\r t'ﬂ\]\ an T-patle anonn,

Ann 00 cuppac beag fuapac apt uco Han na v-tonn;
'NdiT vo comnuroe Jut eug T at o1lean pann taol,
H-pao 6 E1punn 0o feapc-$1do0 1 oo carprotb riop-gaol,
ni Labpaim ; n’ A pgeul T4 50 Laeteamail 1 m-béil
Stapurd 't Luco G504y, a1z Tuatad 'pag clépe’

No aipt caonac Chil Opéimne baice Le puil

Tpi rhile pear gpéigeamarl o a3 oitleacta gol.

rao 't beroear Turllce na n-4jro-cnoc 'na ot pa ‘c-Sean Shleann,”

No tonnaro tpéun Thopaig &’ Ipedanad na m-beann,

no amzgle geal Ohoipe a1z eiceall’ arp neam,

No éipg Lutmap Lo¢ Shapcain 5o méipedd 'pa T-pput;
berd curne aipt &’ LA po 'pna bliadantatb Le eace,
A1Z vACopan’ na n-am pin A I 4 m-bé1o paot na pinaco,
'S ni ¢pionpard, 'r ni pinolpard 't ni pacpard ap morll,

bLi6o beannuizte Chlomn Chonaill ap Naorm Cholum CitL’,

A NAom neapTman at Talam 't ntop cuhacomy apt neam;
Veapc Anuap arft an ("]lumm\y‘;.\'t') 1o 1 n TapTan Am‘:lug;
'Tup pdg ouinne Tl oibeapa 1 n-gleann 1o ha NVeof

Deit LleaT-ra 30 trofipuroe molad Via annpa SLomt.

PAPER
e Very Rev. James M‘Fadden. P .P., V.F., Glena.

, Rev. Dr. Maguire explained that Rev. Jas. )I‘I“;l(](l(*]l, 24P
Glena, had intended to be present and read a paper, but,
unfortunately Father M‘Fadden was precluded fmm attending
m}pm\m) and, 1n his absence, the speaker read the paper as
1(;x]:1j\\> S may be asked why I, living in a remote part
of Tyrconnell, presume to raise my veice in this august
assemblage, and say a word in honour of the great Saint
whose festival we are this day ((](]n ating, on the very spot
that gave him birth more than 1,300 years ago. We have
often heard the stanza that St. ( 'olumbkille composed in Tona.
When heartsick and longing for TIreland, he bitterly ex-
f!(11111<<1——7— I ofaci e T wish torGod I w(l‘l'(‘ i
Derry or in Tory of the White Wave. 0 ! that my body were
laid in Gartan.” Tory Island, therefore, to which the Saint's
heart yearned, is one of the places which he visited and on
which he established a monastery, that continued to flourish
down to the reign of Queen Elizabeth, when Georoe
Bingham, Governor of the Castle of Sligo, landed on tTw
1sland, according to the life of Hugh O’Neill, by John
Mitchell, «q place blessed by the holy Columba, illustrious
then wlth its seven churches and the glebe of the Saint

The English burned and ruined both monastery and church,
plundered everything, carried off the flocks and herds
and left no four—footv([ beast in the whole island: but still
the ruins of its round towers, its stone crosses, and the

moulderi :
ring walls of its s many chuarches attest the piety of the

holy men, who in days of old made a sanctuary of that Ioncly
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isle.” With this island I have been connected as a priest
for 44 years, and about 40 years ago, [ was privileged to
build a church there in honour of St. Columbkille where,
since the days of George Bingham, no edifice of Christian
worship had been erected. It is for these reasons that I
yenture to raise my voice here to-day. In my infancy I had
often heard old men tell the story of the coming of St.
Columbkille to Cloghaneely. It went on to say that four
saints—St. Finan, St. Columbkille, St. Begley, and St.
Dubtach—visited this district about the middle of the sixth
century. They stood on a hill at Megheraroarty, which to
this day is called Cruck-na-Naom (i.e., the Hill of the Saints),
and partitioned amongst them the country and islands, as far
as the eye could reach, into divisions for their respective labours.
St. Finan sclected Ray; St. Columbkille, Tory Island; St.
Begley, Tullaghobegly, which gives name to a parish. Of
my early days as a priest, saddening recollections force
themselves upon my mind to-day, when I gaze on yonder
hillside, where so many helpless, unoffending families were
thrust out ruthlessly from their homes, to beg or to die.
The houses were levelled; no quarter, no parley, might be
sought; emigration to Australia was the only resource.
Happily, we had some friends at the Press during those sad
times. Those who wish to know and realise their services
have only to read the chapter on Derryveagh in Mr. A. M.
Sullivan’s “ New Ireland.” That chapter tells of my efforts in
seeing those people off; but standing here to-day,
after thirty-five long years have elapsed, I feel saddened
beyond measure to see these homesteads still desolate,
and not one of the evicted tenants reinstated. Would
it be going too far on my part to suggest that an effort
be made to approach the landlady as to the restoration of
such of those tenantry as still survive or the representatives

of those who died. Who knows but St. Celumbkille may
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mtercede and secure us a happy issue? Without trespas-

sing any further, may I, as probably the senior priest here
present, take leave to recommend 1o vou all the last message
of St. Columblkille to his community : From his bed of stone
he spole, ““ Dear children, this is what I command with mv
last words—Tet peace and charity ulways reign among you.”
(Applause.) :

ADDRESS

By Mr. P. T. MacGinley, Belfast :

A& Comapba R0-01b1romE Naotm Paopalg, A Cigeafina
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‘0doine roslumca eile aTtd ann 1o 1no1a Tpact ub an Cotum-
cille & 'oTaolh 4 endivteaccd, o CANTANACTA ATUP & OUT-
fWACTA A reipbip "O6, a5ur £34 na h-o1bpeata 10NTanTACA 4
finne Pé a5 Tabaipc Paganac na h-Atban anproip Cperoeam
Criope.  Labaipprd mipe beagdn pocal Ub ap Colum-citte
F4 oTao1b oe 'n SNE0 4 bi a1ge 0d Tt ATUP 04 Cinedd agur
V0 TAC 4 bBainh 001H 1o; TO rperidlcy, an ol 4 Hi alge
A 0TEANTAIO a5ur A Licipedcc A Tipe. CA 0daoime ann 1ot
NAC Bruil mopdn meara Aca AfL & 0TIt No AL Aon N1 A
bamear te n-a otip, agup nac bruil ach 4¢T 45 SAI0 MATA0
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comnuroe, 0’ oppalad pé 4 curo ufinaige 00 014 Le na Paonao
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0 buaroip\c €é151n -no contabapic é1gin A TOSMLT '0d Capol
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alge-rean, 510 5o ad Laroton aige a4ty ah Ctito  elle.
ATUr Mn an £4at 4 Bruil an oIfedD Mmedrda Agdann-ne Ay
A TSMbInn o1 & O-pappar 't nd odoine 4 15Mob A
Laroton. 1 a0ban uctatg oainn-ne 1Mo1i, aTI 45 THOI0 &
n-atardo Déapla Talloa na haimpipe-ro, cuimniugao <o
At an Laroton uaip amdin bedaghac ¢om faIM1anta A

n-€1unn A 't T an TSacr-béapla anotp, agur nac brut 1innT
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NOIG ACT TEANTATD apb, agupr 5o bruil an Saeviug beo
bedtalsede 50 poill: C4& pail agam, maf an gceaona,
$O MbErD an aevilig beo & N-Ciunn nuaip na¢ Mbero rocal
Sacpr-beanla 0d Labaipc ap Talarh an oomain.

It ceapT Oainn-ne prmuainead go1oé veanpad Colum-
cille '0d mberdedd 1Pé 1N A\ Mears 1noid. 1y cinnce 5o
N-0eAntad 1é mondn maiteara ‘oe gac uile fopT; agur p
rollup 0am-ra SO N-DEANtaD e, IMedsrs na cooda eile, 4
DITCI0LL Le TeAnSa an Saenilge asur Utifiedact na gaeoilge
A Cupuin Qpronéim anip, agur Lerginn mi-cpdibvtedc atbmupac
A Gup pior agur A 01T ar an Tip. Leanamuip o veas-
pomplacastip coOsamailr fusr sS4 Mo & bamedr Le
honoi agup Le cdil ap oTipe ; agur na bimip niop mo A3
reafc-leanmain agur A5 TP A na Sallath 1n 5ac o ;
ACT biMip 'n ap n-Cipeannaly Larope, reapamly, TUISHONACA

buainpearmaca, man Cotumeitte.

Delivered by Mr. Murray Sweeney, Dungloe :—

BEANNACHT COLUM CILLE AIR NA ROSSA.

(St. Columbkill's Blessing of the Rosses.)

Tur BLESSING.

“The protection of the Virgin Mother and of the whole

Court of Heaven be yours, O Rosses. B essings from the
Father, blessings from the Son, and blessings from the Holy
Ghost desecend on you. Blest be your sens; may they be
fruitful in good deeds, and strong in faith. Blest be your
warriors—may victory attend their blades wielded for right.
Blest be your sons of toil—tillers of the ground, drivers of
creacht, and these who on the foaming brine treasures reap.

Blest be your lowing herds and fleecy flocks—may they in-
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crease till all your wants are supplied. May the dews and the

rains and the winds carry fertility to your fields and to vour

plains, to your hills and to your glens. Mayv vour seas

onr 1alcoa rOI T
your lakes, your rivers, and vour streams

e abcund always
v 10h « =) \ Yare) 2 0gepa © Nl
7ith rich store.  Be these, O Rosses, of wild heath and many

strands, your blessings for evermore. Amen.”

Ceannannup. K
1 [Kells.

Fro : i ;
rom photo (as also Illustration on page 113, Cross at Church, Glencolumblkill) by
Welch, Belfast. 4
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Thus every good his native wilds impart,
Imprints the patriot passion on his heart.

So the loud torrent and the whirlwind’s roar
But binds him to his native mountains more.— GOLDSMITI
ADDRESS

v. J. J. Gallagher, P.P., Rathmullan :—

HE speakers who have preceded me

have given us a very graphic and

a very interesting account of the

birth, early life, and education of

St. Columba, leading up to the

time when he entered upon the

great work of the apostolate. 1

shall ask you graciously to accompany us a little farther in
the story of his illustrious career, and lay before you a brief
outline of the hListory of the first great work of his
missionary life, the establishment of his church and monas-
tery at Derry thie first, and in many respects the greatest,
of his religious foundations in Ireland. And as the great
saint, whose thirteenth centenary we celebrate to-day, covered
the land with a network of these monastic settlements, no
less than thirtyv-seven of them in Ireland alone claiming him
as their father and founder, it will perhaps help us fo a
clearer understanding of the motives which prompted him to
such prodigicus activity in this department of his missionary
labours, if we reflect for a moment on the state of society, and
the dangers by which the Church was confronted, at the

time when he entered on the work of his glorious ecareer.
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It was tewards the middle of the sixth century. It was a
time of deadly peril for civilisation, a time when the barque
of the church was freighted with the destinies of the human
race. The great world power of the Caesars had then broken
up everywhere. All the.forces. of disorder, now that the
strong hand of the Roman conquerors had been removed,
came into play. The barbarous tribes from the north and
the savage- marauders from the east, overran the face of
Europe, and were daily threatening a descent on the shores
of our own fair land. Passing in furious array from country
to country. they destroyed every vestige of civilisation and
refinement, and demolished with fire and sword the sacred
edifices of learning and religion. Amidst the general wreck
of civilisation and refinement of those days the monastic
institute alene, like the ark amidst the waters of the deluge,
became the depository of learning; but when even that sacred
vehicle was threatened with destruction by the waves of
barbarism here at home, as the dove sallied forth from the
window of the ark in the days of Noah, so another dove, the
Dove of the Church, winged his flight from this sacred spot
and spreading his pinions over the wild waste of waters,
brought good tidings of great joy to the children of Erin and
Alba.  What these good tidings were we shall see when we
come to review the stupendous work of Columba’s blessed
and fruitful missionary career. My present concern, how-
ever, is with the first great work of that career, the found-
ing of his church and moenastery at Daire Colgagh, as it was
then called, or Derry, the name by which it is known to-day.
At this period Columba was in his 25th year, and had just
been promoted to the sacred order of the priesthood. With
the grace of his ordination still fresh within his soul, and the

hand of his Divine Master pointing out the way, he traced his

steps to the home of his birth, and after spending a few days

with his princely relatives in this sacred spot, he breaks up

every tie of home and kindred, sacrifices every ambition of

~cholmc

ul

1

Sleann Seip
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the heart, every dictate of self-love, and determines to +ake
up in real earnest the work his Divine Master had given him
to do—the extension ¢f the confines of ITis kingdom and
the winning over of all hearts to the sweet doctrines of the
Cross. His own territory and his own kinsmen had the first
claim upon his apostolic zeal ; among them, therefore, should
be raised this first great religious institute. He casts about
for a suitable site, and was not long in finding it. His
cousin, it so happened, was then Prince of Ailech and
King of the neighbouring territory. Him Columba ap-
proaches, and from him and the Cinel Conal he obtains a
grant of 200 acres of land at the head of Lough Foyle, on
which, later on, rose the present city of Derry. The site was
one of surpassing beauty, commanding as it did a charming
view of the placid estuary of the Foyle on the east, whilst on
the south-east stretched away in the dim distance the sandy
beaches of Magilligan, the O’Cahan’s country, where in after
tiries many a stout fight was made for faith and freedom.
Here it was that Columba built his far-famed church and monas-
tery. The church was called the Dhu Regles, or the black
church, and stood upon or close to the site now occupied by
the Long Tower Church outside the City Walls. The
church and monastery were built of timber, of which there
was then a plentiful supply on the spot, ihe side and crest of
the hill being covered with oak groves, which gives the city
its present naime, for Daire in the vernacular means an oalk.
Columba, who was a lover of nature as well as a teacher of
men, dearly loved his oak grove, and sooner than cut down
one of 1ts trees, or lop off a branch, he caused his church to
he built north and south, and not east and west as was the
custom. He Dbesides gave strict instructions to his disciples
to spare his oak trees, and should any of them be blown down
by the storm, they were to be given a part to the inhabi-

tants, a part to the poor, and the balance reserved for the

T4l

guest house of the monastery. Columba having completed

the building of his church and monastery, becomes himself,

as might be expected, the first Abbot of his new religious
foundation.  Attracted by the fame for learning and
sanctity of the young monk, soon, not only his own clans-
men of the Cinel Conal, but students from distant lands
repaired to his infant monastery in such wumbers that they

were counted by hundreds, whilst the monks so exerted

Mamipcip Réca Mhaoldin. tathmullan Abbey

From « photo by Lawrence, Dublin.

themselves in manual labour and gave by their instruction
and example such an impetus to industry that what was
before a straggling hamlet of the cottages of a few fishermen
soon grew into a town, and the town later on into a city.
Nor did the fame of the great Columbian School in Derry

decline after the death of its founder. History records that
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600 years after its foundation, in the 12th century, it ad-
mittedly held the principatus, or first place, among all the
schools of the Columbian Order in Ireland. Such was then
the fame, such the splendour of this great school that it sent
professors all over the continent of Europe, from whom even
the Roman Alumnus was glad to learn the language and
literature of his forefathers. The monastic institute at
Derry wuas not only a home of learning, it was still more s
school of virtue. To its peaceful cloisters kings and nobles,
bishops and priests retired in the evening of their lives from
the strife and turmoil of the world to prepare for the betier
land, and guided, ministered to, and consoled by its saintly
inmates sank down hopefully and calmly to their rest. But
St. Columba’s institute at Derry, like every other human
institution, had its vicissitudes of fortune. Time after time
it was burned to the ground. Time after time those fierce
sea-wolves, the Danes, broke in upon ii, despoiling it of
its sacred treasures, and reddening the ground with the blood
of its holy inmates. Amnxious to propitiate a foe they could
not subdue, these bloodthirsty marauders were hospitably
entertained by the monks, but scarcely had they quaffed the
wine cup when it was again filled by the blood of their
murdered hosts. Notwithstanding repeated devastations by
fire and sword, the monastic institute of Derry continued for
a thousand vears its glorious work for the church and civi-
lisation, the monastery all through these long years main-
taining an unbroken succession of abbots down to the 16th
centwy, when it was involved in the general wreck and
confiscation of that disastrous time. Long after the days of
Columba, in the 12th century, the black church which he
founded was remocved, and on its site was erected an im-

posing structure called the Tampal Mor, or, great church,

which gave the parish its present name. Both the old

church and monastery of Columba and the medizval church

have long since disappeared, and not even a ruin of either re-

Sleann Choluim CilL.

(ross at Church, Glencolumbkill.
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mains to awaken memories of that golden age of Derry’s
greatness as a nursery of saints and scholars. Columba dearly
loved his church and monastery at Derry. It was the first work
of his hands, and, next tc the sacred spot on which we stand,
occupied the first place in his affections. It was from the com-
munity at Derry he selected his aszociates; it was from Derry he
sailed away on that memorable May morning peregrinari pro
(' hristo, to become a pilgrim for Christ, and plant his stan-
dard on the Islands of the Scottish main. There is some-
thing indescribably touching and beautiful in the accounts
that have come down to us of his departure from Derry. How
the bishops and priests, and a vast concourse of people from
all the surrounding country, accompanied him to the shore,
how as lis wicker barque glided down the Foyle, the people
came rushing down to the beach on either bank of the lough
to get a last glimpse of the beloved saint, how the wail of the
multitudes on the shore was wafted on the breeze that filled
the sails of his wicker boat, and how with a voice choking
with emotion he blessed them all. How forcibly does not
the whole scene remind one of that other memorable scene
on the shores of Miletus some centuries before on the day

when another apostle took his last touching farewell of his

people at Ephesus. In the weary years of his exile, in after

lifc, Columba’s great heart ever turned with indeseribable
Tove 10 his first foundation, and often from some high clift
on his sea-girt isle used he strain his gaze across the waters
of the Trish Sea to catch even a glimpse of the distant hills
of Inishowen which environed his beloved oalk grove of Daire
Colgagh. “Oh! how my barque would glide,” he cried, 1if

its prow were turned towards my beloved oalk grove at Derry.”

ADDRESS

ev. I, Maguire, D.D., Gweedore :—

IKE the great prophet Samuel of old,
hearing the voice of the Lord from
amid the darkness of Druidic super-
stition and blank ignorance of God, our
saintly apostle responded «“Here am L.
The character of apostle had stamped
its indelible impress upon his life and
had directed and moulded his career
from his earliest days. His gifted and
luminous mind at once recognised

that strong and ample intellectual equipments on the
part of the general, well-trained and trusty liecutenants,
a fearless army, and a promising recruiting ground, were
clements essential for success in the arduons warfare,
that was his clearly defined vocation. The habit alone
does not make the model monk, and the commission alone
to teach and preach does not constitute the entire trap-
pings of an effective missionary. The intellects and wills of
the first apostles were miraculously enlightened and streng-
thencd; but such dazzling miracles were designed for the
advantage of sincere unbelievers, on whose minds other
motives of faith equally convincing, though less striking;
had never flashed with adequate clearness. St. Columba
well knew that Joseph, the most interesting of all the
patriarchs, inspired and illamined by Heaven as he was, hadl
expended energy and time without stint or grudge, and had]
prebably incurred the hatred of numbers, in providently

garnering the corn that made harmless the fangs of the:.
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Egyptian famine. Viewed from {he standpoint of religion,
parts of his own beloved Ireland and the highlands and
islands of Scotland, where his kinsmen held sway, were
pining under the starkest famine. * Gio to Columba” was
the Heaven-devised remedy. His giant mind, his highly
cultured monks, and the many \\'vll—(\qui[)pwl seminaries he
established, were packed storehouses of ripest and healthiest
knowledge. Fight years of wise and well-directed zeal and
toil, had placed the great monastic institution of Derry on
a footing that warranted its illustrious founder in seeking

¢ Tresh fields and pastures new.” Second in time, but first

in importance, was the great foundation of Durrow, 553 A.D.
]

__ Monasterium. nobile in Hibernia,” as. the Venerable
Bede designates it. The site selected was not far removed
from the geographical centre of the island. Thence radiated

the light and glow of Christian faith; the arteries had been

te}
1

prepared ; they are now filled and quickened with the life-
blood of kncwledge and grace. The “ Dove ” descended ; the
“Tove” remained hovering, with fecund wings and fairest
form, until the blessings of his presence were elsewhere de-
manded. Modern critics, not a few, deny Saint Columba the
fame of illustrating the “ Smaller Gospel” or “ Book of
Durrow.” Itis an age of scepticism in which we live ; hardly
any fact, however prominently it may stand out on the pages
of most reliable history, fails to find some 1;1'L{jn(li(‘<‘(l critie,
who unblushingly denies it. We are even told that St.
Columba, because his humility would not permit him to wear
the mitre and wield the crozier, had no belief in these Romax
insignia. Authors like Fowler say he received his com-
mission from the east; I suppose it was from the Morning
Star or from Eurus, of Virgilian fame. 'I'he exact date of
the monastic feundation at Kells cannot be fixed with cer-
tainty ; but it was fairly launched on its distinguished and
useful caveer before 562 A.D. [t was here that undving

monument of: art and industry, the world-famed. Book of
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Kellg, was executed. Tt 1s sometimes designated the “ Large
Gespel of Celumbkille” to distinguish it from the Book of
Durrow or “ Smaller Gospel.” The ancient Kenlis, now
Kells, is closely associated with the name of our Saint, and
still exhibits some well-preserved memorials. “ St. Columba’s
House ” yields to few ancient structures in the interest it
possesses for antiquarians; while the Book of Kells com-
inands the wonder of visitors to Trinity College. as the most
marvellous specimen of the art of illumination. Fight
years’ residence in his darling, first-chosen foundation of
Derry, and fifteen vears’ residence in the midland counties,
enabled the ever-walkeful Apostle to ascertain and provide for
the spiritual needs of the districts around. Ample time and
ample means existed for the planning and building of
churches in Donegal, where the Saint was cheerfully and
strongly supported by his powerful kinsmen. In the very
remotest part of this county, a valley, rich in antiquities and
anciently called “ Sean-Glean,” bears the name Glencolumb-
kille for more than a decade of centuries. Whether he
approached it by sea from Tory, or by land after one of his
numerous visits to his “anam-cara,”’ St. Molaisse, who fre-
quently resorted to the mainland from his island seclusion mn
[nismurry, is not well ascertained. A well-founded tra-
dition points to his meeting St. Nail at Inver, but this event
1s associated with his return journey. He blessed the river
at Inver, and ferbade the plague, then raging on the
southern side, to cross. Some of the most beautiful
extant specimens of old Celtic sculpture are presented on five
of the crosses that mark the circuit of the three-mile
“turris,” or station, in Sean-Glean. The others are plain,
but all are acknowledged to belong to the sixth century. No
more edifying sight could be witnessed than the prayerful
and wearying pilgrimage of the peasants to these crosses and
the holy well on the 9th of June and other days associated
with the Saint’s name. In Manus (’Donnell’s * Life” we
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Tt is said., that, when St. Patrick

read a strange legend. , i S
had banished the demons into the inhospitable wa (L\({] ,
ic, .t . wild chores of Sean-Glean.
Atlantie, .they emerged on the wild ‘1101? A : e
1 $ v € T g
St. Columba was not minded to allow the Iand hallowe L by
his presence to be ever after infested by these infernal visi-

i e e e
tors. He took in his hand his famous bell, ,])1]13([!1 nAT
seiseac,” and obliged them, after fierce resistance, to join for

ever the congenial company of the sea-serpents.




CHAPTER V.

Just precepts thus from great examples given,
She drew from them what they derived from heaven.—Poru.
ADDRESS
By Rev. Peter Kelly, P.P., Ardara.

T is my privilege to indicate briefly one or two out

of the many practical lessons that all of our time

even may learn from the career of Columba as a

saint and a patriot. The saints arve the heroes

and heroines of the Church; the world, too, has

its heroes and heroines, and hero-worship might

not be a bad name for some of those celebrations

held in their honor. The veneration which the

Church exhibits to her saints is of a higher and

more practical character. It amounts to an ex-

pression of faith in God’s power and goodness,

shown in the abundant graces bestowed on His

servants here on earth, by which they were enabled to become
His friends in Heaven. The Church honors the Saints as her
confirmed friends, and teaches us to ask their intercession.
The Church, moreover, places the exampie of the Saints
before us that we may copy them in ourselves, and that by
the grace of God we ourselves may become saints, in the
wider sense of the word at all events, by saving our souls.
Thus we see that the hero-worship of the world is mainly
sentimental, while the veneration of the saints is distinctly
practical and profitable to us. Columba was no ordinary
saint, and I am not going to say that we all should try to

copy in detail his wonderful carveer. His mental and even
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e in the pro-

his physical powers were of a type commensurat
vidence of God to his works.
and in turn a monk and an abbot. :
very much the probability of many Churistians following

Acain, he was a priest
These facts narrow

. . . i Tl i . ':
his footsteps in- all his ways. Besides, there is. this

to be considered. With us at all events the condition of

things has undergone such changes since the distant days of

Horn Head, Donegal.
From a photo by Lawrence, Dublin.
Coiumba in the religious, social, political, and even the
National world as to pl'(\(-lmlv, [ would almost venture to say,
the possibility of another Columba arising and repeating his
mission in our midst. In what then may I suggest that we
all, clerics and laics, men and women, persons of all classes

and states—may, and ought to follow our saint’s example,
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and succeed, too? Fach one and all of us can imitate in our
respective positions in the Church or in society Columba’s
whole-hearted, unfailing, and fearless loyalty to Faith and
Fatherland. This was not only his characteristic virtue,
but in it we find the secret of his success. By it he was
inspired and enabled to perform these wondrous works in the
Church, and in secular matters, as well as for communities,
that we have just been reminded of by several of the
speakers whe have addressed us. Be assured I do not mean
to lecture you, nor even to exhort you in this connection. I
am merely stating a principle which is always active, thank
(rod, in this old land and in every land where the exiled sons
and daughters of Xrin find a home or a shelter. To my
thinking the rustic surroundings of this remote place, so far
from blurring, but add a peculiar charm to, this soul-stirring
scene, for they serve to accentuate the sentiments of piety
and of patriotism that have called us all together as the
representatives of our scattered race to celebrate, on the very
spot of his birth, {he 13th centenary of our gicrious Columba.
Where is the dynasty or where is the country, with such a
record as this Columbian Celtic festival in these wilds of
Donegal proclaims? Gartan was not always so bare as we
see it. But what the good monks of Kilmacrennan and of
Doe had gathered and built up, sordid, savage strangers
plundered and pulled down; so that if Columba were with
us corporally here to-day, as he doubtless is with us in spirit,
he would find but little natural change in the outer aspect
of this place. Yet one may fancy with what interest he
would recall the incidents of his boyhood on these heath-clad
hills; or again, the events of his missionary career in these
parts generally. But more than all this, would his very soul
go out in raptures of praise to the Most High at finding the
faith in which he prayed and preached and toiled and died,
as sound and as strong in his native land as solid Muckish

yonder, in spite of centuries of sufferings and wrongs en-
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dured for its sake, not surpassed, all things considered, in
cruelties and brutalities by the worst persecutions of the
Ceesars.
The evil that men do lives after them. 7
The good is oft interred with their bones.’
Columba did no evil to live after him, while his good works
were too big and too many to be interred in the little grave
that holds his bones. Hence they are remembered and ]((‘].)t
fresh and green in every place and clime by (‘()Vlunﬂ)u‘.s‘
loviug children down through the long span of 1,300 years
as they are cherished and honoured at Gartan to-day. ILet
us pmf‘ that, as we of Columba’s kindred in faith and in Celtic
stock are sharers in his mundane trials and tribulations, so
may we be participators with him in celestial h:l;[)])lm‘ss.
Let us pray, too, that like Columba with his generation, our

i ed by Christi udence and
mutual sentiments be regulated by Christian prudence an

i ' e el
charity, as the surest and best safeguards of the common wea

and credit of our country and of our race.

ADDRESS

By the Right Rev. Monsignor M‘Glynn, P.P., V.G, Stranorlar.
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Manta aige 'na oe ndodain Maipe, niop mo ot Alge 1
N-SHIoMaptait 'nd dnna rmudimeas.  Chup pé na céuoca
‘0e Tige poible 7 ve marmiroud am bun T MASLIE 1é 140 -

'()’unnp\\l; Ir'é na milce e PATANAIZIH 'na S-crioromdih |

TEATAPS 16 na bpdithe ; tubail 1é A raipse J .\1]\.(',.\[\\111
AIS 0eAnda0 nda h-otbpedcd 1o, CAPa0 An 10MA’o "0 "04a0In1b
AP0 7 1ol A, 7 LuaIfL Pé mear, onoip, upparm - :((‘IL(?‘F(‘\\I}
uatb uile agup n1 Oeapn ouine At BIT MAIT 00 'fram nf\o
O-puaip oiolugedato At & 1on, ASUT MAp 4 T-CEL0NA nml.\
MArLuts 7 niop Tapcuipnmsy aon vuine é nap’ g miotap.aod
06.  Dud copamail Columcitle Le LATAC TAME AT A
N-0401Medd A comnurdoe " annp an reipedd h-aoip  agur
Chard A CLi 1P & CaL & B-£aD ' & Sedn.

Nuaip & cammic Aroedsn & bHert 'na (g aip na h-Cipean-
NacaIb & B1 rocparote 1 n-Albamn buod MmaT e oa h-oean-
Fao Columeitle € A coippeacan. Thug an Naom an atcuinse
10 00; Leas 4 Lama Al beannug 7 coirpeac €, agur Buo é
0 an Ceao g Cluoroamail & oedapinad Lteip é. 'Na 0615 1o
TAInIC e A belt 'na SndTar 00 NSTIL Dhaljuaods A oul g('.)
h-1onan SO n-deanpad an T-ab & g-coippeacan. DO gNATAE
Leir na h-Cipuonnacab a ugne &ic comnuroe 1 n-ALb.ain, p1uro
TS0 flab & fiigTe péin acy, clor A ool le pgTib na h-Cipeant.,
Duo teup 0o Cholumeitie Sup bud «obap bpaigine 7 cogaro
A beroedd  annp .an cdin 1o, AJUT FUAifl 1Pé maitte é aig
cpnnIugao mop & H1oaca anne an m-bladain 574 .AH;;
Opuimceeat 1 g-conode ’(')m]\(', Paro 't o 1ab r1ao ‘,.\13; uu.L
ANN TNO0A ACT congbaly rocuaim 7 comaple an €ipeanald
Choltumcitle ua 140. :

ChIom1o & ¢pionnact mapt & 5-céaona 1 S-COip na m—l)\\“\'().
Ui an 1omao *oiob ANNE an Tt 7 Bi caparoedata Mopa 'na
N-aS410 7 ugne an (g, Aed Puar & 1INTINN 180 PSMor no A\‘
N-01DINT, ACT alp comaipite 7 At ex0AMSuro Cholumcitle ‘IH
Ve 1€ 10, ACT Lagaouis 1é & n-uihift agup 6 f1n amac }‘)1 A
S-CeOl 7 4 N0dANTA TUTTA 1ual SO MO '00'n eaglaip 7 bBi an
OIEA0 PN DUMDEACAI ACa Al .an fedft A Pabail 180 Suf (‘Ujh
An T-4voollam, a Bi or 4 3-ceann, ‘Oallan Foapsall, 0dn
00, ACT anveis € cluinptean, TUS An naom aip seallycan

o1 /= - O be1rdedad 1é rein bed ain
NAC 1einfreas e € Com trava ] bervead r1é t it
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edasla pome an bpéo. A pead am P04 'na VEIS 1IN
CoNgbard nda LANO PPIOPAID Na TIP-51d&0a beo 1 n-Crpunn
AU S0 Jup feuc pidte na Sacpan 7 5o h-d&ip'ste bain-
1ogan 1pebedl 140 & V10L Al ron peinm 001H, N1 Peinpedd
&0 AN PONT aTUP Ni CAMPad P1ao an flann "o1.

AIS cpumniugad mop Opuim-Chedcca tug Cotum Cille
mapt 1og-aco-fean stic an comaipite veipeannac 14 Alft
Talam na h-€ipeann 00 na figTIbd, earboigib, cLémo,
UACOAANTO 00'N Méro eile & Bi ann rinn ar Altbain 9 ap
€, re 1in, & beic riotéanca CATandac agur oiur o a
CEéile aronaift Domaturn, na VEONAID 01bifne & Tabapc
Afair. Mo feardad aip an talam naomca 1’0 1 N-SAf\Tan, 4an
JT ann At WUZA0 At naom beannugce, berqum-re an
comaipile CEQONA 00 TaoIPeacalt T 00 ‘0ao1nth na h-Cipeann
30 h-tomtan. TJacap a1 5010 O& milliun SO leit punca
T4 Blicdain uainn; T N4 040Me A5 IMeeacc A AN TP 'na
milcid ; cdmuro a1g ey Moy boicoe : T ha priopranaige
A5 catlledad & F-CéILL & puoruin Sacranais ; cdn bunao
A CUIfedd ap S-curo SabalTap Tpéigte peuoaim a N80 ;
ACT 04 M-bEIOEAD Piotean T A0N0ACO T CANTANAP eaopaInm,

beroedan an Léigear ann an Liim Feim, asupr cuille,

Space will not permit us to insert more than an abridg-
ment of the admirable paper of Mr. Anthony Doherty, N.'I',,
of Cruit Island.

A Clﬁ(u\]\n\\ ("\\uwnn\\L, A Tli(u\]\ln\ €arboig, a4 alcnpeaca

onbronesaca agupr no-ombironeacy, o Feapa AZuUr A Mna
Tipe-Conailt :
Cualaro p1b oipedo & n-oiu, 1 Mm-beéupla agup 1 n-Fae vz,

rd beata azup pa Snfomancaide Nasomm Colum-cille, agup
Nnac B-ruil re (1actanac ATAMpra mopan o CUN Ui G
040INE CRUINNISTE aNNPo & N-01U A1 1 N-SEA\ 1 1 5-céin Le

h-0noga0 aTUP Le h-d&oudad & veanad At cmmne  an,

Oun Lugard agur drpleagal.

Catholic Church, Dunlevy

I'rom a photo by Lawrence, Dublin.

and Errigal.

Congbail.

Conwal Ruins.
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Naotm MO & TIAINS & ceud anall At an 10n40 NAOMTA
ro—hNaom ata ammmmgie aig tSoA 5o h-uite an Naom 1 mo
ATUP 1P airoe cdiL 4 maip apiam oe ipedb na h-Cipeann.
Can map geall aip L& oiomaomeat no L& pléaram otinn
rein & Cuip1 g-ceann a ¢éile pinn aUig .\nn]‘u? Ni h-edo ;
buh oI OUINN fin asur £4C niop Taipbige 4 Helt agann
AL 10N AL O-TUIT. Tac uile 14 Le cupla mi bHimro aUg
AT OLAIL SO Ciuard Le (o €151n 4 cupd S-CII0C & NACAD 'Na
DUNTAIPOE ATUP ann Talpbe otnn pAn A leNtedce s
Veanpad an tataih péro 0o'n B, 0'A $-CUJ\, AT cuproelre
Of\l4, ATUP A&’ TALANT prearoail 001, Saollpesomup L&
AL DIT & be1t amuga nuaip nac 0-tioctdd Linh nid E151IN A
DEANAd AT Cup ‘un Topaly nha ‘n-gnoite fo. A nh-
01, MAP §-céuona, bud COoIp OaINN réucainc Le capbe
G15IN AL PON an ama 4 TA Le Teatt & SNOCUZAD Ouinn féin
AP Aft N-QIPOEA ANNTO, ATUT AT A H-racamuro AUy & S-cua-
Lamuro. Ma cuipeann muro an LA Tappain SO pléarupa,
ACT TO heamppoiproedc, ni'lmro aCT 04 cupn amuga, aguy
Leigpimro  rleamna®d 00 uann bpeas agup 00 meaovoin
Hruogmaf Le mait 4 veandao oainn fein.

A n-ampip Naoim Cotuimeitle bi Leabaptai an-gann aguy
AL Aan Q0L 1in Bi mear AN-MOp 5o 0ed opped.  Tuap 4
Leoband 1ré ceann ni PiLpedd pe 040410 £anact na rumge

oroce asur L& o4 rgpiod 50 m-béroean Leaban an oedncad

Alge péin ar. Ir € an VOTUSA0-Sean 1o & bi a1z Naom
Colutmeille Agur a1g cEa0TAl ve naoim eilte na h-Cipeann,
A TUS 00 Aft O-TiI{L A h-ainm a4, bpooamail, © Otlean na
Naor agupr na n-Ottam.” 0o fL INdO na rosluime 10
ANUAT PO A PINPIE it £A0 MOflan seinealac, . aCT 'ran
am & Latap Td eagla opm SO D-puil pinn &S leigeann ‘00
bap A& FASAIL ann apt mears. 'Dalltd odotne TIioNTA elle
TA pinn A3 é1us nioy mo TUSTA 00 ha pignedcd, na rgitt-

nedcq, ASur Nd puncai na 00 Leabaptar agup 00 Leigeann.

A N-40I7 Af CeAT 00 At L-PAITOT A be1t paor capam A
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muincifne Agur 4 maSirciy, TATAP 04 D-TIOMAINT 4 raon-
TUSAD TUMATOAML TUAPMS AMEArS na rTranreadn. ni
h-amlard bud Com A Hert, 5o rpeirealtd, annye na h-a1mpift
velfleandacd 1°0, NuaIft 4T 'n FOSLUM A1 AN OO 454NN 50
Ni ¢o5taro €ifle & ceann 5o 0ed M-bETD ap b-PAiroi maince
Map Bi Prao £ao o0 foin. At an a0bap rin buod COIM TAC
TAPOpn agupr stofrac A cuinnellt o buan At .an rsoil 5O
M-bETD P1a0 VA HUAOAIN Deug 0e 4011, Alft SO Al LIT.
ATUpr A5 TRACT At let§eann, N1 COIt OUINN DEAIMAD A
VEANAD Al ANl O-TEANTATD OTUP £E1N, an TEANTATO A ‘0edan
Naom Columecille agur milce e naotm eite na h-Cipeann
CAINT ATUT UNMIEE, TEATAPS ASUr 1'sfiobad, filroeacc
AJUP rodipiveact innct. . Cinnce, an teansaro A Hi Mmac 5O
Leop acaran TA i NO-maIt ag4ainne. f_lg I postumTa Ar
an Ppdine, agur af mopan: oe tiofta eile, so h-€ipunn Le
DLAP CEAfiT Af\ D-TEANTAID & FOZLUIM ; ACT Pinne, A Feroi
001NN T .4 VeIt ASAINN AN PA0TAp no THioblaro At IT, nit
1‘TU\\|m rinn oa0atd 0i. Nuaipt a4 SO pinn an mear mop
ATA aift an Faeoilg a4 n-diceaca eile, bud oI 00 Altpeaca
AQUP 00 martpeaca na h-€ipeann ToIpiuSao & n-upnuse
ATUP 4 0-TeaSars CpiorTaige & cup floime 4 b-pPaITrol A
N-Sae01uUsg, Labaipc Leo, 454 TALANT OMITA FREATAn &
Tabaipc opa & N-Saeolus. Ceao ACA 1, A CLACDAD I SAC
L& agup SAC ualf, o1t 4 N-01a10 & S-cperoth 1 1 an o1opeacc
It luacmapa & tamic anudp cugainn o n-ap rinnpipd.. So
S-cupio "O1a At Aagur ]\\\i’\\n'm\\]‘. AD Agur Aotbnedr, At
muincin na SJaeoilge, asur

To Savatug 01 eine !




CHAPTER VI.

Here will we sit and let the sound of music
Creep into our ears.—SHAKESPEARE.

HE Rev. E. Cassidy, C.C., Donegal,
delivered a short address in Irish,
and was followed by the Rev. J.
M<Ateer, C.C., Ardara, who sang
the “Coulin” in Irish, with ad-
mirable sweetness.

At different times during the pro-
ceedings ancient airs were played by Turlough MacSweeney,
the famous Donegal piper, who won such renown at the
World’s Fair.

The most Rev. Dr. O’Donnell, said,—My Lord Cardinal,and

dear people, I have been paying close attention all day long to

the addresses, thinking that something might be omitted that
towards evening I could supply out of a very small store of know-
tedge ; but no such omission has occurred. The artists who
have worked at the figure of St. Columba have drawn for us
a picture that would be enly spoiled by any retouching.
The figure has natural beauty, for St. Columba, like all great
souls, loved nature as he loved nature's God. He loved the
vaks of the forest, and the billows.of the ocean, and the heron
by the lake, and the seagulls on the sea eliffs. He also had
supernatural beauty in an extraordinary (l(‘g:'w, for every
fibve of his being was moved by faith of that strength to
which cur Divine Lord alluded when he spoke of mountain-
nioving faith. I am myself strongly inclined to the view
of those who hoid that it was the slaying of the Prince who

took sanctuary with Columba that made the cloud to burst

151

over Dermot’s head, and that the Saint was comnected with
subsequent bellicose events in which his name became a
battle cry in a much more remote degree than popular
opinion supposes. St. Columba was a man who loved
justice and hated iniquity. He was a saint who bathed
the feet of many pilgrims, and taught perfeciion to many
penitents, and raised the drooping heads and wiped away
the burning tears of many stricken with sorrow; and when
to-day we rejoice to recall the great work which he did in
preaching salvation to so many peoples, and in spreading
the Kingdom of God so far and wide, it is right that we shoult

ask Cclumba to offer up his prayers with ours that the pro-

ject 1 which the glorious Pontiff now reignitg over the

Chureh is so deeply interested may scon be aecomplished,
that is the reunion of Christendom, so that there may be one
fold and one shepherd. In commemoration of this
glorious festival which we have kept for the Dove of {he
snowy wing, and which marks, T venturs to think, one of
the brightest days in all the history of Donegal, T intend,

with God’s blessing to appoint some one of the priests to be

officially recognised henceforward as the historian and

antiquary * of this diccese. We go now to our homes
praising God, and determined not to forget to thank Him for
wll He has done for us on this happy centennial feast of our
great county saint. Before we go I will ask the Cardinal

Primate to give us the blessing of St. A&vamnan, and St.
S )
Columba, and of Patrick all in one.

flis Eminence Cardinal Logue then blessed the assembled

muititude.

A notice of the celebration would be mecomplete without
s e S 4 N . o
reierence to the splendid organising capacity that made it so

marked a success. The arrangements were perfect, and

everything went like clockwork.




SECOND DAY.

CHAPTER 1.

Profit and pleasure mingled thus with art,
To soothe the fancy and improve the heart.—HorAcE.

LARGE proportion of those who came
to witness yesterday’s- centennial celebra-
tion still remain in- Letterkenny, and
to-day the mew cathedral in course of

erection was inspected by a considérable

i number. Rapid progress has been made

with the work, and though: the walls of

the sacred edifice are not yet raised to
the full height, it is some satisfaction to know that it
was sufficiently advanced to- enable the large number of
visitors to Donegal this week to bring away an exact
idea of its proportions, and a pretty accurate conception
of what its beauties will be when all is complete. It
will ranl with the finest cathedrals in Ireland. The style
is early Gothic. It will be lighted with lofty lancet win-
dows, whose severity is relieved by the introduction of tre-

foil heads. The aisle walls are complete, end the inner walls

Lc1r111 Cannanain.

I'rom a photo by Lawrence, Dublin.

Letterkenny.

Interior Old Church, Letterkenny.

rom a photo by Lawrence, Dublin.




have been built to clerestory height. The aisles are divided

from the nave by five lofty arches, supported on clustered

columns, and at the intersection of the transepts of the nave

are four very high arches resting on massive shafted supports.
The choir is in the form of an apse, ending with nine sides,
in each of which is an acutely pointed arch communicating
with the ambulatory. The effect of this arcade, supported
cn slender columns earried round the chancel, is very beauti-
ful and impressive to the visitor at once on entering the
building. The principal entrance is a lofty arch deeply re-
cessed, and richly moulded. Above it is a magnificent win-
dow. The tower stands at the north-eastern angle. Tts
height will be 120 feet, and it is now raised to within 30 feet
of its summit. It will be surmounted by a spire, the
wlkole attaining a height of 240 feel. The cathe-
dral is, 200, feet. long, 66} feet wide across the aisles and
rave, and 100 feet across the transepts. The cathedral
stands on the slope of the hill over the town, and its lofty
walls, corrying ten pointed arches and pinnacles, rising in
stately grandeur above the houses, give special beauty and
importance to Letterkenny when approached from almost
any side. Mr. William Hague is the architect. The build-
ing was started by the present distinguished occupant of the
Seeof Adamnan, and his energy and power of organisation
have enabled the work to be carried on with great rapidity,
and make it certain thati the diocese of Raphoe, whose
religious fervour was so remarkably manifested this week,
will have a place second to none in Ireland for the beauty of

its cathedral and religious edifices.

THE NEW CONVENT SCHOOLS.
Bressing TaE FoUuNDATION.

i e £ il , S5 e

To-day his Eminence Cardinal Logue hiessed and laid the
ioundation stone of the new National Schools attached to the
Loreto Convent, Letterkenny. The nuns have a boarding

Loreto Convent, Letterkenny.

From a photo by Lawrence, Dublin.

school, select school, and a National school, and the attend-
ance at the last-named has of late far outgrown the accom-
modaticn that the existing building affords, and the erection

of new schools became a necessity. The Most Rev. Dr.

(’Donnell procured the site near the Cathedral grounds, and

invited his Eminence to perform the ceremony to-day, as
poriion of the Columba centennial celebration. The
foundations have only recently been dug. His Emi-
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perce was accompanied by the Most Rev. Dr. O’Donnell,
and the following were amongst the clergymen present : —

Right Rev. Monsignor M‘Glynn, P.P., V.F., Stranorlar;
Right Rev. Monsignor M‘Fadden, P.P., V.F., Donegal ;
Right Rev. Monsignor Gallagher, P.P., Carrigart; Rev. Dr.
Maguire, Gweedore; Rev. P. Kelly, P.P., Ardara: Rev. W.
Sheridan, Administrator, ]wtt’vrkmm(\': B ew s Stephens,
C.C., Letterkenny; Rev. Father Fagan, C.C, Ar-
magh; Rev. J. Sweeney, C.C., Kincasslagh; Rev. T. J.
Sweeney, P.P., Killybegs; Rev. P. Daly, P.P., Ballintra;
ey, Kelly, P.P., Ballyshannon ; Rev. John Doherty,
P.P., St. Johnston ; Rev. James Galldgher, P.P., Rathmul-
len; Rev. P. Logue, P.P., Killear; Rev. James Murray,
Lilentics; Rev. C. Cunningham, C.C., Glencolumbkille :
Rev. D. M‘Gettigan, C.C., Newtowncunningham ; Reyv.
i Joyle, C.C., Inver; Rev. P. ;\I‘Cuﬁvl'l_\', Adm.,
[nver; Rev. Joseph Sheridan, C.C., Falcarragh ; Rev Hugh

Gallagher, President St. Eunan’s Seminary, Letterkenny.

His Eminence was robed in the cappa magna, wore the
mitre, and carried the crozier, while blessing the foundations
and laving the stone. The ceremony was witnessed by a
large cencourse of people. A choir of children from the
Convent Schools sang the sacred music admirably. After the
ceremony his Kminence, the Bishop, and the clergy with a
number of invited guests, visited the convent, where an ex-
cellent musical programme was performed by the children,
a choir of whom sang a number of part songs and an original
hymn to St. Columba, composed by a member of the Insti-
tute of Loreto Sisters, and set to music by Mr. George Mul-
holland, Derry. The Convent children were joined by kind
lady friends from Rathfarnham in playing solos, duets, and
trios on the violin, violoncello, and piano. One of the
pupils read an Address to His Eminence Cardinal Logue,

in which it was stated

137

“ It befits us specially to remember the great interest and
the unfailing friendship which you have bestowed on our
convent and school at all times since your coming on the
mission to Glenswilly, and afterwards among the cares and
responsibilities of the lofty and sacred dignities to which you
have been called by the providence of God.”

Another of the boarders recited a piece in blank verse
welcoming the Cardinal. The reading of the address and
the recitation were perfect.

His Eminence said, in reply,—My dear children, I thank
vou deeply for the warm reception which yvou have given me,
and for the splendid treat which you have afforded the
clergy, the visitors, and myself. Your performance was a
most pleasing and a most successful one. One thing in your
address 1s quite true. I have always felt a deep interest in
the weifare of the schools of this beautiful convent. When
[ lived here I thought it was the convent cf Ireland for edu-
cation, and for the training of the girls in every useful and
ornamental department. Seeing the good work the I.oreto
nuns were doing at the boarding school, I thought of the
little children, and endeavoured to get & school for them
too, and the administrator who was here then and myself
struggled hard for that purpose. The first that was assist-
ing me is gone to his reward, and a good zealous priest he was.
We rricdltw get a lease; but at the outset we were tied
hand and foot with red tape—we got only the name of a
lease. My successor was more fortunate than myself in get-
ting the little girls placed under the nuns. I am sure you
‘.'t'd'“\(‘ now. and vou will realise it even more thoroughly

later on in life, the blessing you have in being placed under

i rantage of the instruction of
the care and having the advantage of the instructi
They have proved

the nuns of the Loreto Convent.
L O AT nt
themselves most successful teachers in every department

< ara r akes )
from the highest to the lowest. Any person who takes uj
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the records of the result lists of the Intermediate exami-

nations, or even higher examinations, will find that the

Loreto mnuns swept all before them in Ireland ; and
it is not only in Ireland that they have shown their
strength. T remember bej 1ng present in a Loreto Convent in
sunny Andalusia. I had known the convent, and the
Reverend Mother, who was a Reverend Mother in TLetter-
kenny. 1 mquired of her, and learned th it erowds of young
ladies in every part of Spain were deli lighted to be under the
charge of the good Loreto nuns. To see the faces
of some of the young ladies was quite enough to know
their nationality. They were of Irish descent, and though
their families were three hundred years in Spain, they
preserved all the characteristics of the race, There
were there of the first families other ladies of pure Spanish
blood whe were easily distinguislied. Tt was easy also to
distin“‘uish the Irish nuns, who went out there as imvwn
missionaries, as Ireland sent forth her missionaries centurie 'S
ago, and they were there filled with that old missionary
spirit, that led St. Columba to [ona, and led so many of the
[rish saints to every part of the Continent. The Irish nuns
there keep up to-day that spirit, and give every promise
that it will not die out nor lose any of its glowing
warmth, if they can prevent it; and the same devotion
that distinguishes them distinguvishes the good nuns
in our own country. I have always looked wupon the
education of the little girls as the most important work
for religion, because it is they that will have the forming of
the mind of the coming generation, and will give an impetus
for good to many generations in the future. lmpm'i:rnL as
the training of the boys is, the training of the girls is more
important still from the religious point of view, because I
believe that that grand spirit of faith and that fervent piety
and that tender devotion, for which Ireland is so remarkable,

is due specially to the mothers of Ireland. Therefore such
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schools as these are important in the eyes of those {‘]);\1"5_.;‘0&
with the spiritual welfare of the people, where our little girls
will be 11‘;1-1'11('<1 in every useful branch of knowledge, as well
as the crnamental, and, above all, will receive a sound re-
ligicus training. For these reasons I was delighted 1,0—(1:\,\j
to take part, and a leading part, owing to the n'unl(-sty n‘f
yvour good Bishop, and his unselfishness in the 1111]”11'(-:1111-
;wrk done for religion—the raising of a new school, which,
with God's blessing, will, T believe, rival the magnificent
schools aiready erected for the boys.

The Most Rev. Dr O’Donnell, said,—-My dear friends, it
has been a source of intense gratification to us all that the
Cardinal was able to be Lere to-day, to lay the foundation
stene of the new Convent schools of Saint Columba. His
presence brought joy to the clergy, and the people, and most
of all T think to the good nuns, who now for half a century
Lave Tieen doing such splendid work in this neighbourhood,
and to the children who have the happiness of being under
their care. As the Cardinal has justly remarked, the
Loreto Schools are in the forefront of the educational efforts
wade in this country for the higher education of wmn(‘n.
(spplauge). They have a place of their m\-n in the records of
the Royal University and the Intermediate Hu;n'(.l, :m(l.
think 1‘¥‘.<- least T may say of them in connection \}'11]1 tl.n'n'
work in this school, is that during the short .illll’(‘ they
have had chz arge of the female National school of this town,

" ity for the education of
they have shown that their capacity for

children in the primary grades isnothing behind the capacity
which everybody in every part of the country :1(-1\'1\(1\\'[('(18'(.‘\1
: oher subjects. We have had an exhibi-

they possess in the hig :
> anc
tion to-d: ay which speaks much for their literary culture

) ‘e when there were few
musical training ; but I have come in here when t

: 1 ir teachers am
else present besides the children and their teachers, and I.
b 3 - 1 v Ve i € " (;) Py
happy to say that industrial and artistic education are not f. I
: : [ join in expressing

gotten in the Loreto National Schools.
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we had the hearty sympathy of our delegates for the Cathe-
dral in America-—Iather M‘Dwyer, Father Cannon, and

most of all Father M‘Fadden the patriotic priest of Gwee-

11!](1

O']'s 2 3 : > ot s
gratitude to the good ladies who received thejr training in that
. * ; ; ) o) Y
convent school at Rathfarnham, which is the olory of the
[ o/ g

Loreto Order . S
°r, and wh » SDir ; .
ho, in the spirit that has ever animated
dore, who had ever a most intense love for Columba,

the ] shildre

-Lnroro children, came here to tale part in this display
which is at once in honour of Saint Columba, and in \\'(‘]'; e e
: g S e e - . ’ 3 ;
come of the Cardinal Primate of Al] Ireland. The children

may go home assure at !
Vg 1 assured that all the guests, as well as his Emi-

friends beyond the ocean the funds that will complete the

Cathedral, even to its very utmost requirements.

nence are inh-nsol'\' pleased with thig exhibition, and if they
have acquitted themselves so well when cramped \\'Hhinrﬂna\ju
’.m(:r '\'.'::H\‘, what May we not expect when they are 11‘:111x; ODE TO ST. COLUMBA.
ft']rm':l from iﬂ]ni,\‘ atmosphere to the brighter mn(“(m. that hill O Lover of the Irish land ! ;
g L stone “was blessed I(HI”.\,'? The :; }'J::i(lll'};'llll‘)}iet:::'[g !p:/'lll:»(.)\‘rt’:ll)(‘:;'lé[}lllovc
bléessed. was a: s g Riv.\'rf.:dwu_\js to the Tln'.(mu above—
Vlessed, was called the Daint of the Seas. ‘Well, he was also 2}\ ;a H](‘ to lha]‘e ourtprulxse and prayer,
olumba y take us to thy care.

the Saint of the Hills. I hope you will always cherish

great saint, i 'hos
ore unt, - whose honour the foundation stone was

Columba ! in yon far off skies,
h(\“\’ and never [“”'l‘-f“f that the children of Dortie 1 ] Hear thou the Irish homage rise.

; & NEegal, anc e | et love Ay
especially the children of s nei ; 2 I'hou, who didst love our vales and hills,
Ta: % hi the “('Inj}'b“l“ho”d of Gartan, have Hear thou the prayerful chant that fills
a claim upon R " ‘ ¢ ? - s i

g ] 118 prayers and protection that will not fail to The Irish glens that lll(]ll({l,l;tll](l(l7
Columba, on thy way to God !

be recognised by him in his place of power before God.

Such 2 feelingss Sohira ex o] :
eelings as are expressed in the hjman “that was -sune
oD

Hiz I A { v
His Fminence ( ardinal Logue asked that the Children Look back upon thy earshly years,
””Lﬂ'm be g‘f\‘(xn a holiday and the Rey Mother conve ved ] Columba, thou dost know our fears. %
2 : s e Thou knowest our joys and sorrows we
‘ 10u knowest our joys and sorrows ?
O glorious saint ! And thou canst tell
s T, } A\ » ) . . ¥ g } :
Most Rev. Dr. O’ Dennell. rising, said :— During the last How Eondly. trustially, we conis
‘ ) ast Yol )
To seek thee in the exiles’ Home.

assent,

few days frequent mention was made of the efforts that were

Oh ! by thy own sad exile-days,

i * a : i . Jy ¢ ) 'ns that strewed thy ways;
1at subject was made without reminding me that in By all the thorns l?l.d st . 5 ys;

| By all thy hours of longing prayer,

Columba ! take us to thy care;

And lead us Home, with tenderest hand,

O Lover of the Irish land !

beiny b for uild ) i
mg put forth to build the new Cathedral, and no mention

the interests of that Cathedral some of our dear friends of
the priesthood were far away whose hearts were with wus
during the celebrations, and [ weuld like before we conclude
this festival of Yesterday and to-day in honour of St i T
Columbs, to say on my own behalf, as I am sure 1 may say The Rev. Joseph Sheridan, C.C., Falcarragh, and others

on behalf of his Kminence » ST ; , ;
S Iminence and of {he priests and people of sang a number of Irish songs before this very pleasant

Raphoe ‘ B ATe ofls . ey i
Phoe, that we are glad to feel that on this h;xpp'y oceasion meeting was broucht to a close.




THE PRESENTATION BROTHERS SCHOOLS AND
THE EDUCATION QUESTION.

His Eminence also visited the schools of the Presentation
Brothers, where he was received by the Superior and com-
munity. The boys sang a selection of part songs, and at
the conelusion, an address was read by one of the pupils and

preseatad to his Fminence. The address stated :

"Though few of us remember you in this ancient and
historic diocese of Raphoe, yet we have heard from our
parents of the kindly solicitude with which you watched
over tll(‘.\'lbllllg', vspw-iully those «f L(‘ﬂ(‘l‘li(‘ll!l}', with whom
you were more immediately connected, a work now so ably
performed by vour illustrious successor, the Most Rev. Dr.
O’Donnell, who, though engaged in building a mag-
nificent  Cathedral yet found means of providing
us, through tlie constant help of the priests, with these
beautiful school-rooms in which it is our delight
to receive your minence. In coneclusion, we pray that you
may Le long spared lo perform the most exalted and meri-

torious work.”

His Fminence, who was received with applause, said:—
“My dear young friends, in the first place I have to thank
you, not only on my own behalf, but on behalf of his lord-
ship, the bishop, and the clergy and the laity here present,
for the beautiful specimens of music you have given us,
and in the second place for the beautiful address just read
by one of the senicr pupils. I am delighted to find that
you have such spiendid new schools, for I have had the
pleasure—and a great pleasure it was—to watch over the

education of some of your predecessors in this town, and
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although they had a good earnest teacher, yet they were not
so magnificently provided with the material aids to educa-
tion as you now are. 1 can certainly congratulate the good
Brothers upon the work that has heen done for your comfort
and convenience by his lordship and the clergy in pro-
viding you with those beautiful new schools (applause).
You have referred to the new Cathedral in your address,
which is rising up to structural completion in all its

beauty. I have always felt an interest in its building, and

Presentation Monastery Schools, Letterkenny.

I once thought I would have an active part in the progress
of the work here. Iowever, that interest is mow giving
place to jealousy, for though at Armagh there is a fine

Cathedral. T have reason to fear that it will be thrown com-

pletely in the shade by the magnificent new Cathedral that

is being built here {applause). There is one thing I
never lose interest in, and that is the education of the youth,

and particularly of the boys, of Ireland. I never feel so
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happy as I do when I visit a well-conducted school of young
boys. I will give you some of the reasons why I say so. In
the first place we old men are going down the hill, and
around us are descending the darkening shades, so: we
naturally take an interest in those who are to come after us;
and secondly, because one day we have to hand over to their
keeping the destinies of religion and country here in Ireland.
They are the men of the future, both as young Catholics and
young Irishmen, and hence there can be nothing of greater
interest to me than efforts directed towards having them well
prepared  for their future responsibilities. I am
glad to find that the boys here are being very well
prepared. You have advantages here which none of your
predecessors had. Though I am not very old yet, I remem-
ber myself the last of the old hedge school teachers. The
first teacher under whose care I was placed when a boy
began his career as a teacher of a hedge school, and thus
the shadow of the ban which was placed upon the education
of Catholics here in Ireland came down, I may say, to my
own time. There is of course a ban still, but it is not so
sweeping in its effects as the ban which excluded Irish
Catholics altogether from the benefits of education, so that
they were obliged to seek kmnowledge in the fields, on
the rocks of the mountains, and by the hedges, whence
comes the name of the old school. I have thus much connec-
tion with the past that, though he was no longer a hedge
school teacher, it was under one who began as a hedge school
teacher that I first studied, so you will see that there is a
vast improvement in the practice and the principles of edu-
cationsince. You have proper schools and proper appliances,
and there is some money devoted by the Government to the
education of the young, and youhave brought into the system
of education a power and an influence which were excluded,

as far as the Government of the country could exclude
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them, up to very lately (applause). You have the advan-
tage of being trained here by the good Presen-
tation Brothers, and that is an advantage which
some cf us can appreciate, more perhaps than you
could, because those who possess advantages do not
appreeciate them as much as those who never possessed them.
You have advantages which we had not, because you receive

that training in vour schools which is best adapted to fit

Catholic Church, Mountcharles.

men for the battle of life. A good, sound education, joined to
a good, sound, safe moral training, and the opportunities
which you have of veceiving this good education is my chief

hope in the future of Ireland, because you must remember

this, that you have a future before you far more

dangerous than your predecessors. The world is not be-
coming better as it is growing older, and I must confess
K
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ihat as I visit a boys’ class T often think of the dangers that

await the boys, who are of course entirely innocent of the
trial that is before them. The world is not growing better,
but growicg worse day by day, and one terrible feature of
the world at present is that men are beginning to forget
that there is a higher path than any marked for us in this
world. They are, it may be, so carried away by the material
spirit of the age that they lose sight of the hereafter, and
they devote to the little time they are to pass in this world
all the energy and the thought which should be devoted to
the far higher interests and far more important destiny
that await them hereafter. One thing we may be certain
of. thank God, that boys placed as you are under the care
of the geod Brothers will have their holy faith to guard
You are trained

them against the danger in the future.
in the prinviplv\' of vour holy religion as well as in the

principles of science. Those who are opposed to us say that
the Catholic Church and the clergy are obscurantists,
There never was a falser charge (applause). We are no ob-
We wish to develop to the utmost extent the
intellects of our young people, to give them every oppor-
lents and of acquiring know-

seurantists.

tunity of expanding their ta

ledoe. You have only to look around you here
o .

that have sprung up even within the

and observe

the beautiful schools
ople who are still iiving to see that this charge

memory of pe
That is the best pmn'l 1n

is utterly unfounded (»;11)111:111“‘).
the world that the pastors of the Catholic Church are not

obscurantists. We think that the
battle of the world, but we think

young ghould be

thoroughly trained for the
that that training should not be carried out at the expense
f the far higher interests. There is- no difficulty 1n

O ‘
qniting both great aims. Qome of the greatest scientists
2 : .

of the present dav. some of the most eminent discoverers
in - science, are also the most eminent Christians. One
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”.i the greatest discoverers of the day died only a shom
T']Ill(‘. ago 1n Paris, whose scientific research has been of
incalculable service to the whole human race. Pasteur
was a most exemplary and edifying Christian. These
facts show conclusively that you can have the highest
(Iv\:(‘lnpm(-m\' of science united to the deepest and strongest
religious faith (applause). Hence we are all very anxious to
have our people trained in a religious atmosphere. T do not
mean to say that every hour of the day you should have your
catechism or prayer books in your hands, but there s]lbrmi{]
be something to remind the children of the presence of God,
even during the time of secular instruction. I do not be-
lieve that the half hour’s religious instruction that they
allow is sufficient. We do not want to have religion, one of
the most important subjects to man, put in a corner, hidden
away. We want to have the atmosphere of the schools re-
ligious, and though we «re opposed in that wish by persons
of other denominations, I really believe that at bottom 1t ix
their faith as well as ours, and I think a strong proof of it is
that there is nobody in the country more anxious in the
matter of having separate schools and separate training for
their children than those very persons who are crying out
for mixed education. Wherever they can have a school ex-
clusively their own they are as tenacious to have it as Catho-
lics. and it occurs to me that they want denominational
education for themselves and to exclude us from it. How-
ever, that battle is going on, and it may not be ended in my
time, but, trusting the providence of God, and trusting the
faith and zeal of the Irish priests and the Irish people, |
trust the day is not far distant when those educational
difficulties under which we labour will be completely swept
away (applause). I refer, perhaps less to the primary and
intermediate schools at present than to the higher walks of

education. We can take our boys and give them a fairly
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good religious training in our primary schools, and there is
iess restriction still in the Intermediate schools, but once the
boys pass from the Intermediate School there is no
eareer open to them. TIn olden times all the educational
endowments by the Government were conferred upon those
with whom we cannot associate——those with whom, espe-
eially in colleges and boarding schools, we cannot associate

without peril to our faith. They had all the educational
advantages in their own hands which were denied to us up
to the present There seems to be a better feeling springing
up of late. Our grievance in this matter seems to' be
acknowledged, but though it has been eclearly acknow-
ledged there has been reason to fear that the Catholic
elaim will get the go-by again. But, please God, we will
keep working at it. Our Lord refers in the Gospel to a
man who wus rapping at his neighbour’s door for the loaves,

and who, though he did not get them for love, he got them

becuuse the neighhour wished to get rid of his annoyance

(applause). That is what we must do. We must keep

hammering until we have every educational grievance of

[reland removed. There are other grievances of course,
]

wut it is not my business to interfere, particularly as there
is such a cry out that there should he no priest in polities.
T myself would join that ery if the country were differently
circumstanced, but I know from the history of the past, 1
know from the circumstances of the present, that if the
people of Ireland were abandoned by the priests there would
be a great want (applause), and a great impediment even to
the material progress of the country (cheers). ‘Well, my
dear young friends, there is just another matter to which 1
wish briefly to direct your attention. If you have great
advantages you have also great responsibilities. The world
will expect more of you than it expected of the little [rish

bovs who were trained fifty or a hundred years ago by hedge-
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schoolmasters, and the Church will expect more from you
than she can reasonably expect from boys who have not
your advantages. You have two interests to look to. The
interests of this life must he looked to. It is one of the
duties which Almighty God has placed upon us, and upon
the fidelity to which much of our future in the next world
may depend. You must look to that, but most of all you
must look to your religious principles (applause). Y(lll':lﬂ”
prepared here to fight the battle of life in a way in which
the boys of Ireland were not prepared before. You have an.
opportunity of receiving an educaticn at the present day
which was denied to them, and vou have another advantage.
Everything at the present day may be acquired by intellect.
Every place of profit and honour is, as a rule, with, of
course, some exceptions, thrown open to those who have the
energy and the intelligence to struggle for it, so that you
Lave a great future hefors you. Therefore apply yourselves
to the work of the moment. Every boy should do his best in
the class in whick he is placed to master the business put
before him by his teachers. Talent, of course, has a ood
deal to say to it, but the great difference in getting on in
ithe world is not that oneis much cleverer than another, but
that one 1s much more industrious than another. Diligence
is the great thing, and regularity. If you practice these
the Brothers will in some future time have reason to point
with pride to great numbers of pupils who have been success-
ful in life. T intended, bovs, to address very different remarks
to you of a more amusing sort, but my friend the represen-
tative of the Freeman came here determined to publish
every word I say (laughter), and to' put it in. the hands of
every one in Ireland and Great Britain to-morrow (applause),
and so I have spoken on some more serious subjects than I
intended detaining you with, that may have an interest for

the publiz abroad (hear, hear). I have no more to say now,




150

but to thank you for the kind reception you have given me,
and I trust that you will all go on well in good health and
by pursuing the path of rectitude and ‘hdnour achieve
zuccess in this life and happiness in the next.

The Brother Superior, on behalf of the community,
thanked his Eminence for his visit.

His Eminence requested that the boys be given a holiday,
and the request was promptly acceded to.

The Moss Rev. Dr. O’Donnell, who was received with loud
applause said :—“ T shall only say how fully I concur in the
sentiments that have been so happily expressed by his
Eminence in regard to the boys of the school and the work
done hitherto by the Presentation Brothers. The boys have
acquitted themselves very creditably this morning, because
the Presentation Brothers have being doing for them for
some years past now what the Columbian monks did for the
[rish boys that went before them so many centuries ago
in the golden days of Ireland’s faith. This worthy com-
munity of Presentation Brothers has been a blessing to
Letterkenny and the meighbourhood, and I feel |)(!1'f('(:t|_\'
sure that as the boys grow older they will the more appre-
ciate the great advantages they have had in being trained by
such men (loud applause).

The proceedings then ended, and the Clardinal and Bishop,
with the clergy, retired amid the enthusiastic cheering of

the ]m)'s.

[

= W&

Nenf

APPENDIX.

CELEBRATION IN DERRY.
(Derry Journal.)

of the death of St. Columba (or

Columbkille) has been celebrated in

Derry with all possible éelat at a

triumphant manifestation of the

faith and fervour of the people.

The scenes of yesterday are with-
out parallel here. On Tuesday night, as the midnight
hour approached, a vast body of the faithful assembled at
the street known as St. Columba’s Wells, now a public
thoroughfare and densely populated, and at the well of St.
Clolumba, which has been re-opened for the occasion, and
at ihe stone where it is said he was accustomed to kneel in
prayer, the Rosary was recited in Gaelic as a special tribute
to the memory of this great-Irish saint. Over this stone,
which juts up through the roadway, a Gothic canopy in
wood was erected, and this,illuminated by numerous lamps
of manv colours, looked very pretty when darkness had
set in indeed ithad the appearance of an altar lighted for
service, and as the midnight hour tolled out and the anni-
versary came a number \7\']10 had remained uncovered their
ht‘:ul\\ mnd offered up a prayer to St. Columba for Derry,
and the people all along the houses digplayed lamps in the

windows such as are used for shrines in households, and
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there are some very striking and ingenious illuminations
of a more pretentious character. At the hour of midnight
whilst yet the priests were occupied in their solemn duties
with penitents, earnest artisans and amateur workers were
silently engaged in the decoration of ihe interior of the
churches and the altars, and after the clocks in the city
towers had tolled the morning of the :ll]]li\'(‘l‘.\‘ill‘v\', Father
Wm. Doherty (who had specially devoted himself to the
celebration) was presented with a richly foliated branch of
oak taken from a tree in the spot where once was one of the
groves celebrated in the story of Columbkille. The branch
of calk was presented to the good priest as he quitted his
duties in the confessional in the Lone Tower, and this little
act, smail in itself, carried with it a significance appreciated
by all who saw it and knew the association of Columbkille
and the oak of his well-loved Derry. At five o’clock on
Wednesday morning the religious ceremonies hegan with
Masses for the working men. The churches of the Long
Tower, the Cathedral (St. Eugene’s), and St. Columb’s,
Waterside, were crowded. Masses continued till nine, and
all through the day earnest worshippers poured into the
churches to do solemun homage to the Blessed Sacrament in ex-
position on the High Altars, all ablaze with the lights of the
candelabra shining out through a wealth of beauteous
plants and flowers. The pleasing feature of the day was
the procession of school children, each school in the ecity
conducted by the nuns or ander Catholic control forming its
own procession. This separate order was adopted to pre-
vent erush and avoid the possibility of panic. The children
were tastefully attived and bore handsome bannerettes, in-
cludine those of the B. V. M., the Sacred Heart, and St.
Columba. The order was excellent. The processions first
proceeded to the Long Tower Church, which is on the site

of ‘St. Columba’s Church, the Dubh Regles; thence by the

].‘):)

wells and stone, and on to St. Kugene’s (Cathedral. The
orphans from the Nazareth Home, so well cared for by the
Nazareth Nunms, looked radiantly happy. The Sisters of
Merev had charge of the children in the convent and other
cchools so admirably conducted by their Order. The boys
of the Christian Brothers’ schools and those of the National
Schools looked remarkably well. Thousands of people
lined the two sides of the route, and amongst them many
differing from them in faith. TIndeed the attitude of the
Protestant people is in this matter respectful and unobtru-
sive, a fact that is much appreciated by many. Last night
ended the Tridium, and it is no more than the exact truth
to sav that the celebration is the most marvellous religious
manifestation that this city has seen in these generations.

The religious ceremonies having concluded in the
churches, father William Doherty proceeded to the wells
and addressed a vast crowd estimated at from ten to twelve
thousand, and having impressed upon them for the last
time the importance of the celebration in its devotional
aspect, asked them to join him in the Rosary. All present
knelt down in the roadway, and all took part in the re-
sponses, the volume of voices ascending in prayer being re-
narkable. The Rosary having concluded, Father Doherty
again addressed the people and having imparted his blessing

f religious fervour not .\‘m‘]);w,\'sml. all (l(\]mriwl

Hlllill. a scene O

to their homes. Now that all is over it may be mentioned
. { .

that five thousand persons received Holy Communion in the

Long Tower Church alone. All through the people were

strictlv observant of the directions given them, and not the

slightest hitch or difficulty occeurred.

When the great concourse of citizens had quitted the
ctroets for their homes, there yet remained to be done a \\'u)"k
of sineular interest—namely, the digeing out of 7.\1.
Columba’s stone at the Wells, and having it conveyed to
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the Long Tower Church grounds. A band of volunteers soon
.l»‘nd the boulder raised out of the roadway, where, indeed,
it has long been an obstruction to the thoroughfares. The
Corporation, however, owing to the \'mn'l'utiu;l in which it
was heid by the people, did not interfere with it, thouch ‘nn‘
doubt its removal here will be acceptable to them for ;lﬂ)li(-
convenience sake. About one o'clock a.m. the stone was
borne to the church grounds and placed in the vestry pend-
ing further arrangements. Father Doherty then ;wivln])'l(‘d
the workmen and a few friends, who remained with him in
the chapel, and delivered an excellent discourse, showing
the reverence for stones in early Seripture days. His l)l(‘\;;
sing was then solemnly imparted in the []l'lSll. of the old
church in the silence of the early morning, and this remark-

able event in Derry ended.

CELEBRATION IN DURROW.
(Freeman’s Jouwrnal.)

O-DAY the thirteenth centenary
of the death of St. Columbkille
was celebrated with unusual re-
ligious pomp and splendour at
the beautiful church dedicated to
his name, at Durrow, three miles
from Tullamore. The handsome

edifice which belongs to the parish of Tullamore occupies a com-
manding eminence not far from the ruins of the famous
monastic establishment founded by the great saint in the
middle of the sixth century. Portion of the ancient abbey
is still in great preservation, and is situated in the demesne
of Durrow Court, the owner of which, Mr. Hector Robert
Graham Toler, D.L., and his agent Mr. Toler R. Garvey,
J.P., have done much to preserve the storied ruins from dese-

cration or injury, and both of whom afford every facility to

visitors having a taste for religious or antiquarian research.
The abbey founded by St. Columba, after experiencing
vicissitudes during ‘the incursions of Danish and

any
Norman invaders, was ])lllll(l(‘l‘(‘(l, and the monks expelled,
in the reign of Henry VIIL It was one of the favourite
retreats of the great saint and missionary, as his writings
attest, and it was there he compiled the famous Book of
Durrow, which is still |)1'(w'1‘\'(‘(1, and is recognised as one
of the greatest ccclesiastical and historical records of the
time. St. Columba also founded a great school at Durrow,

the contemporaneous establishments at Clonard

which, like
and continued to send forth

and Clonmacnoise, flourished
lioht and learning until hordes of foreign invaders drove
the pious teachers from their home, and ;x])|n'n])l‘1;x,1'(=<1 the
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ecclesiastical property. Close by the ruins of the ancient
Abbey is a great Celtic cross said to have been brought by
St. Columbkille from Clonmacnoise, which is still in a fair
state of preservation, and continues to excite the wonder of
the curious and the piety of the faithful. A short distance
away 1s St. Columba’s well, the waters of which are credited
with remarkable properties. On a neat slab over the well 1S

the inseription composed by the saint

“ Here angels shall enjoy my sacred cell,

My sloe, my nut, mine apple, and my well,”

with the addition subsequently made—* St. Columbkille
used this well when he preached the Gospel, and built an
abbey near it, A.n. 555.”

The feast of the saint has always been observed as a day
of special devotion and cessation from labour in the district
of Durrow, but never was the festival marked by such re-
ligious solemnity as on the present occasion. The Very
Rev. Hugh Behan, P.P., V.I.. Tullamore, who since his
appointment to the pastoral charge of the district has taken
the decpest interest in promoting devotion to St. Columb-
kille, has had three beautiful altars of Sicilian marble and
[rish granite erected in Durrow Catholic Church, which
graatly add to the interior adornment if the handsome and
commodous building, and +%hrough his ill\‘fI‘ll]l](‘ll‘{llh'\'
arrangements were made to celebrate to-day’s festival with
befitting ceremony. At 11 o’clock Solemn High Mass was
begun, at which TFather Behan presided, the celebrant
being, Rev. James Murphy, C.C.; deacon, Rev. Thomas
Murag, P Eeglish; sub-deacon, Rev. J. Hopkins, C.C.
Tubberclare ; and master of ceremonies Rev. Wm. Bracken.,
C.C. A number of priests from the surrounding parishes were
in attendance, and the large congregation present included

not only the people of Durrow, hut many from Tullamoré,
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¢ 5. The ic of the Mass was
Kilbeggan, and other places. The music of the Mass

verv nicelv rendered by the choir from Tullamore, under the

2 e e
direetion of the talented organist, Miss Kustace, a sisted by

Mr. and Mrs. Gilsenan and Mr. F. Eustace. At the con-

24 I i () y Qaaql a8 elo-
clusion of High Mass the panegyric of the saint was el

guently preached by Rev. John Cassidy, ¢.C., Taghmon,
Mullingar, whose fame as a pulpit orator extends lw_\'mnl.
the (!i:l\m*.\‘(‘ of Meath, and Benediction of the Most HH]‘\'
Sacrament, followed by the chanting of the Te Deum,

Lrought the imposing ceremontes to a close.
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CELEBRATION IN HOLYWOOD, CO. DOWN.

(EFreeman’s Journal.)

\r

ESTERDAY the impressive ceremonies
in honor of the thirteenth centenary
of the death of St. Columbkille took
place at Holywood, a picturesquely
situated town on the shores of Ii(-,H':l.;‘i

Lough. The parish priest of the place 1s the
\'w]"\' Rev. James (’A{J:l\’l'ﬂ‘\'. ot R LA
author of a luminous history of the diocese of
Down and Connor and a distinguished antiquary. The
Church, which is a magnificent edifice built at great cost, is
dedicated to St. Columbkille. The panegyric of the Saint
was preached by Rev. Edward ( l'l‘z:\'1.-1’1‘\',},7.S.S.](.. Rector,
Dundalk. Between midnight and one o’clock in the morn-
ing, the hour at which Saint Columbkille breathed his last
on the 9th June, a.n. 597, the bell of the church was tolled,
and after the arrival of 10 o’clock a.m. ttain from Belfast,
Solemn High Mass was celebrated. The celebrant was the
Rev. John Nolan, C.C., St. Peter's, assisted by the Rev.
Joseph V. Burns, C.C., St. Patrick’s, deacon; Rev. George
Crolly, C.C., St. Patrick’s, sub-deacon; and Rev. H:n't‘in‘
M‘Donuell, C.S.S.R., master of ceremonies. In addition to
['ather James O'Laverty, P.P., M.R.I.A., Holywood, a
number of clergy from the counties of Down and Antrim
also assisted at the ceremonies.
After the Mass the foillowing leter from the Right Rev.
Monszignor Kelly, Rector of the Irish College, Rome, was
read by the Very Rev. Edward O’Laverty, C.S.S.R.:—
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‘Collegio Trelandese, Roma,
«“3rd June, 1S97.

“The Very Rev. James (Y’Laverty, P.P., Iluly\\'()(ﬂ, Co.
Down, Ireland.

“Very Rev. and Dear Father The Holy Father has
been pleased to authorise me to transmit his congratulation
to yourself and parishioners upon the success which Divine
Providence through the intercession of St. Columbkille
granted to your most arduous and most commendable
undertaking of building, furnishing, and endowing a
parochial church in Holywood. His Holiness desires that
the preachers and also the Catholic newespapers would pro-
claim the great merits of our forefathers in the Christian
faith, and finally the Apostolie Benediction is cordially im-

p;nh-:l to vourseltf, to your p;n'i&himn-rs‘, and to all who

assisted in the good work of building and endowing the

\[v dear Father O'Laverty, your humble servant

church.

in Christ. ’ 5
“ MrcuarEL KELLY.

Blessed Sacrament was borne in procession
1;’1*()111141\ the children of the boys
and soutane and the pupils of

les and wearing veils and

Afterwards the
through the church
walking in surplice
white costun

schools
the girls’ schools in

wreaths.
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COLUMBA’S BIRTHPLACE,

THE ST. COLUMBKILLE CELEBRATION AT
GARTAN, 0. DONEGAL.

(By a Member of the London Graelie L(‘:l&_{’ll(‘.)

'__II]“ Imposing ceremonies on the spot

from which radiated the Celtic

missionary glory of the 6th century
have a significance not adequately
recognised even in the Catholic

Press. 1t ig impossible to convey,

within the space of a newspaper

article, even a remote idea of the historical interest,

4 : : i : t
literary - enthusiasm, and religious fervour aroused in

Tyreconnell by the demonstration in Gartan. Certainly in

no country in the United Kingdom, and probably in no other

part of th2 civilised world, could the elements that stir the
emotions be s0 combined. In Fngland and Scotland, and
even in other parts of Ireland, facilities for travel and
intercommunication cause such admixture of race and blood
that genealogical inquiry cannot penetrate beyond the
second or third generation. Tt is scarcely conceivable to
the average Inglishman or Scotchman that there exist on
this wild west coast a district two-thirds of one of the largest
counties in the British Islands, the inhabitants of which
are descended from one family—a race practically unmixed
for 1400 years, whose traditions and whoge written history
during that period are hetter authenticated than those of
any part of Kurope or the civilised world. Of that historic
tamily of Hy Niall, Columba but combined in himself in an
-exalted degree the qualities which distinguish the race to

this day. "The history and biography of Columba are the
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personal possessions and family records of every Catholic
hcusehold from Ballyshannon to Innishull, and from Lifford
to Tory Island—more than a thousand square miles in ex-
tent. And we have it on the authority of Pinkerton that
Adamnan’s Life of Columba, written 1300 years ago, ‘‘is
the most complete piece of such biography that all Europe
can boast of, not only at so early a period, but even through
the whole middle ages.” There are not m:m}‘ names in the
diocese of Raphoe that cannot be traced back through well
authenticated records and carefully guarded traditions to
Niall of the Nine Hostages. The O’Freels descended from
iloghan, the brother of Columbkille, still live the same
simple peasant life in Kilmacrenan. The O’Donnells
from Dalagh and Domhnall Mor, the Lords of Cinel
Connail in the 9th century. The O’Boyles from Baighell,
the son of Bradagan, first cousin of Dalagh. The O’Doherty’s
from Dochertagh, second cousin to the same Dalagh. The
Wards, hereditary bards of Tyrconnell. The O’Gallaghers
and Cannons, all from branches of the same stock. The
M*Nelises, erenaghs of olumban ecclesiastical foundations
and so on. Not one family in ten in the Diocese of Raphoe
whose descent cannot be so traced.

[magine then an immense gathering of 10,000 of the men
and \w‘nm'n of that race on a wild mountain side, the scenie
grandeur of which is unsurpassed in Iurope, assembled at
the most solemn ceremonial of the Christian Church, in the
real presence of the Divine Redeemer. Imagine kneeling
on the ground in the open air in this stupendous solitude,
that vast assemblage of the race of Tyrconnell—the central
luman figures a Cardinal prince of the Church born on that
mountain side; a princely Bishop of that same royal line;
a hundred priests, everyone of whom can trace his descent
back to the same royal ancestor; the ritual of the religious
ceremonial precisely the same as that used by the Great

L




Saint of the 6th century, whose festival was being held.

Tisten to sermons, odes, poems, and secular orations in the

very language of St. Columba—mnot varied by the slightest

dialectical change—the very words and forms of speech of

the great mational council of the Celtic nations at Drum-

ceatt in the 6th century. When the reader has done this

he will have some idea, though inadequate, of an assemblage
the significance, religious, historical, and philological, of
which could not be paralleled in Christendom. But he will

scarcely even then be able to do justice to the wisdom and
administrative genius of the princely young Bishop of the
historic diocese of Raphoe, who two months since conceived
the idea of that unique demonstration, organised it, and
carried it to completion without aid from Press or platform,
with a modesty that made it seem that he was the only per-
con in thot vast assembly that was entirely unconscious of
the heroic part that he performed. No wonder that in the
recent great council of the Irish race, all that historic race
at home and abroad turned with one accord to him as the
ideal prince and president in the people’s assembly. The
eloquence of that presidential address, which compelled the
adiniration of a hostile Press— Even the ranks of Tuscany
could scarce forbear a cheer”’—was but an incident in the
gifts, the universal recognition of which demanded that he
chould deliver it. The memory of Baithene’s interruption
of the hymn of praise to (olumba at the assembly of Drum-
ceatt, and the saint’s rebuke to the bard in the words,
“Praise only the dead, &c.,” warn me against pursuing
further this fascinating theme. At the conclusion of High
Mass, celebrated, as I have said, in the open air, on a tem-
porary altar erected on the rock whereon, in A.D. syl i
(folumba was horn, the parish priest of Gartan advanced to
{he front of the altar enclosure and delivered in the old
(taelic tongue of Columba, the mother tongue of the vast

majority of that great assembly, an eloquent and impres-
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give sermon on the lesson to be learnt from the life of
the great saint. It was something more than a mere coin-
cidence that the place of St. Columba’s birth has for its
parish priest the gifted Tather Andrew M‘Nelis, a most elo-
quent preacher, and a most fluent Gaelic speaker amongst
the priests of Donegal. The MNelises were the herenaghs,
or hereditary abbots of one of the Donegal monasteries of
St. Columba. What could be more consistent with the
wisdom, that characterises the administration of the diocese
of Raphoe than to provide that, on the occasion of the cele-
bration of the 13th centenary of the great Gaelic saint, his
natal parish should be in charge of a priest of that name,
and one whose love for the Gaelic tongue was nurtured in
the infancy of his sacred minstry by Father Dan O’Donnell

the memory of whose saintly life in the Rosses will never
grow dim. My province isnot to comment on the matter 'of the
sermon : but its Gaelic eloquence and pathos gave pleasure
which only the solemnity of the religious ceremonies could
prevent its being loudly and enthusiastically applauded.
The sermon might be described as a well of Gaelic unde-
filed by a single Saxon word or Saxon thought.
The exigencies of the space so kindly placed at my dis-
posal h_\;lh(‘, putl'i()tia pl'npl’iotnr of the Catholue /{crrc/(/ u’nd
Observer prevent my giving in detail at least on this occasion
the substance of the addresses delivered by the various
speakers, clerical and lay, selected by the Bishop to deal

with the most striking incidents in the life, and the most
pronounced traits in the character, of St. Columba. Tl“,‘
pl‘()fnuml learning of the (lardinal Primate of All Treland
and the burning eloquence of the Bishop of Raphoe are too
well known to the Catholic world to need comment from me.
But what is not so well known, and what I feel deeply the
inadequacy of my words to convey, is the high standard of

. R e
literary excellence and of native eloquence attained by all

the speakers and writers of poems and odes 1n Latin,
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Gaelic, and English tongues—all native Donegal men. The
high standard of literary finish and of trained elocutionary
elegance set by Father Boyle, now of Inver, in his speech
which elicited enthusiastic applause, was sustained through-
out all the addresses. If Father Boyle’s object was in his

gure of St. Columba to stand out

(s

own words, < to cause the fi
luminous and fascinating against the deepening back-
ground of time,” it was observable that he was eminently
successful in attaining that object. The address of Father
James Gallagher, P.P., of Rathmullan, was an essay in dig-
nified and polished English illuminated by flashes of true
Celtic imagery. The' very reverend and learned Dr.
M:guire drew upon his vich storehouse of classic culture
and archeweological learning to produce word pictures of the
monastic foundations of the Columbian period as luminous
as a series of limelight views. Mr. Jerome Boyce wisely
directed his review of Columba to the Patriotic side, and
showed that the sterling patriotism which distinguished St.
C'clumba has never deserted the old land of Tyrconnell. Mr.
P. T. M‘Ginley, whose long residence in Saxon lands has
ouly served to quicken and intensify his love of the Gaelic
tongue, made a strong appeal for the cultivation and
spread of the old language. The Right Rew. Monsignor
M‘Glynn delighted the heart and roused the enthusiasm of
every (iaclic speaking Nationalist, by the Gaelic eloquence
and siatesmanlike ability with which he applied to the ex-
isting political and National situation in Ireland the pro-
found lesson to be drawn from the historic and memorable
asserably of Drumceait. We have been told a thousand
times that though the Gaelic tongue may be the language
of the emotions, it is not the fit medium for commerce,
finance, or statesmanship. Father M‘Glynn gave practical
evidence in his own address that the elucidation of the most

complex probicms of politics and finance is quite within its

scope; while the Gaelic poem by the gifted Owey Island-
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man, the Rev. J. J. O’Donnell, sustained the reputation of
the Gaelic tongue as the speech of the poetic music. The
addresses of the Rev. Peter Kelly and Rev. P. Daly, 180127
were so largely concerned with the profound lessons in
sanctity to be learned from the life and work of St.
Columba that I am deterred from commenting at length
upon their great excellence; but even the least instructed
layman could not fail to be influenced and impressed by
their true and touching philosophy. The educational
value of that great demonstration of the talents and piety
of the men of Tyrconnell will be immense, and its effects

far-reaching, deep and lasting.—Liverpool Catholic Herald,

“Those celebrations will no doubt have the effect of
bringing to the minds of many thousands of people—Irish
Scoteh, and English—a fuller knowledge than they ever had
before of the life and labours of that great servant of God,
a fuller estimate of the splendid services he rendered their
ceveral countries, and of the gratitude and reverence with
which they should regard his memory. Happily, the re-
cords of the work of Saint Columba are by no means scanty.
They have been largely dealt- with from the days of his
hiographer, Adamnan, down toi our own times. I do not,
however, know of any small and handy volume devoted to
the life of the saint, except that which was some years ago
reprinted from Montalembert’s great work, “The Monks
of the West "——a charming little book delightfully written,
but too high-priced to have a popular circulation, and now,
prcbably, out of print. I fancy that last Wednesday’s pro-
ceedings at Gartan, if reprinted in pamphlet form, would to
a great extent supply the want; and perhaps the idea may
suggest itself to the committee in"charge of“the arrange-

ment.”




St. Mary’s Church, Stranorlar.

The Arches, Croghyhead, The

Rosses.

THE BISHOP OF RAPHOE’S FIRST LETTER ON
ST. EUNAN’S CATHEDRAL, BEGUN IN 1891.

. HERE was a time when this ancient

Diocese had no need of aid from
beyond its borders to build either
chapel or cathedral. During the first
centuries of Christianity in Ireland
the kinsmen of St. Columba vied with
one another in erecting and endowing
churches, schools, and monasteries
of his order in our northern land. They were as holy in
the cloisters and learned in the halls of Erin as they were
brave on her battlefields, and not a parish in green Tyr-
connell but had its house of the Columbian Institute built,
dowered, thronged, and manned by the noble relatives of
(Grartan’s Saint, their connections and allies. He was the
ceniral figure in a galaxy of sainted men, and wherever he
went his devoted Clan-Connell followed with all the re-
sources at their command. They built Raphoe for him;
they endowed Derry for him; and they sent out not only,
his twelve companions of the original foundation, but almost
every abbot who came after him in Iona during the period
if its greatest fame including our own glorious Adamnan
(l‘lun;ui), who was the ninth in the abbatial succession.
Thu abbots of Hy, the Four Masters of Donegal, Marianus
Scotus of Tyrhugh, and Colgan of Inishowen, have merited
to become the common property of the Gael.
Alas, that so much woe was in store for the illustrious
churches and strong men of Erin. Tona is in ruins, the
ancient church of Derry has disappeared, and from Raphoe,

1 T Y ‘A 1 »
where Columbkille and Adamnan held sway, the Catholie
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Bishop of this Diocese was driven out three hundred years

ago, never since to return as to his home. And what of the
men? What of the descendants of the Church-building
warriors of our early Christianity ? Thank God, they still
live on. They are in America and Australia, in England,
and Scotland, amid the mountains and by sea-shore of
Donegal, where they struggle for dear life with all the
bravery of their indomitable forefathers, They live on, and
they are still the same church-building people in every
quarter of the globe. Racial proscription, religious perse-
cution, and national martyrdom for centuries have been
powerless to quench the spiritual flame that lightens the
nature of the Irish Celt.

Like ihe rest of their countrymen, the Catholics of Done-
gal have ever scorned to play the part of persecutors them-
selves. But they were among the very last in Treland to
give up the fight for the independence of their native land
and the freedom of religion, and consequently they suffered
the most, and are to-day among the poorest of the Irish
peopie. Even after the flicht of the Farls their hearts did
not quail. Lvery man capable of bearing arms in the county
joined the standard of Owen Roe (’Neill, They fought
under him at Benburb: they helped his illustrious nephew
to foil Cromwell before gallant Clonmel, and defend heroic
Limerick against Ireton; and they largely composed the
remnant of Owen Roe’s army, under Bishop Heber M‘Mahon,
that was cut {o pieces within two miles of Letterkenny.
Since that fatal day, the 21st of June, 1650, when Scariff
Hollis was fought against fearful odds and lost despite
unflinching bravery, hard has been the fate of the Donegal
Irish. Yet, without land worthy of the name, without
liberty, without position, they have held on, and are to-
day a power abroad, and determined not to yield another

inch at home
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Neither are they forgetting their olden glory. On the
outposts of ancient Tyrconnell, in St. Columba’s beloved
Derry, a new Cathedral stands emblematic in its magnificent
proportions of the re-risen glory of the Church and people
of Inishowen; and mnow, in Letterkenny we are
g, please God, to raise a house to the glory
of His Name, that will be to the people of the Saint’s native
Diocese what the Raphoe of St. Columba and St. Adamnan

was to their ancestors, that will gladden the hearts and en-

@oin

noble the ideals of our downtrodden race, and remain for

ages not enly a memorial, but a resurrection of the fallen
shrines of Donegal.

In St. Adamnan’s new Cathedral we shall have a Chapel
to the *“Dove of the Church,” whose birthplace lies only
eight miles from Letterkenny, and whose victory-com-
pelling “ Psalter” our forefathers guarded in battle not
iv« bravely than the Israelites of a former age fought
around the Arc of the Covenant. Nor must we fail to
commemorate on slabs of native marble St. Ernan of Drim-
home, St. Fiachry of Conwall, St. Naile of Inver, and St.
Finan of Cloghaneely, St. Mura of Fahan and St. Meelisa
of Clonmany, St. Cairneach of Clonleigh, and St. Dabeoc of
Lough Dere, St. Carthach of Kilcar and St. Baithen of The
L;lg“;m. St. Asicus of Rathcoon and St. Connell of Innis-
keel. And how could we omit from our mural martyrology
the names of Assaroe and Donegal, Killybegs and Rath-
mullan, Sean-Gleann and Tory, Kilbaron and Killodonnell,
Templecrone and Kilmacrenan ?

But let it not be supposed that we are going to attempt
a very costly structure. We shall be content with a build-
ing that can be equal to the requirements of the chief Church
of Raphoe. The church, which we at present use as a
cathedral, not only does not admit of the ceremonies of re-

ligion being carried out with becoming splendour, but is
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absolutely unequal to ordinary parochial wants durine the
5 ' &) C 5 1 : b
summer months, and in any case could not be allowed to
stand much longer without serious risk in the crush of a
mission or retreat.
Our Cathedral will e 7 : 1 1 i
: 1 will employ the poor durmg its erection,
and will afterwards remain an object to elevate the minds of
all in the intellectual and religious order. Until the build-

ing 1s completed the Holy Sacrifice and public prayers will

b2 offered up once a week for all benefactors. Thev will
: )

moreover, be partakers of the arge spiritual favours

specially eranted last November by our Holy Father, the
Pope, 1o these who aid in erecting St. Adamnan’s Cathedral
These are:—

L. The Apostolic Benediction ;

IT. A Plenary Indulgence once a year, on a day se-
lected by each benefactor, who being truly peni-
tent, having made a sacramental confession and
received Holy Communion, devoutly visits the
parish church of each, and there pours forth some
pious prayers for the propagation of holy faith and
according to the intention of the Supreme Pontift.

ITI. A partial indulgence of thirty days for every good
work in aid of erecting the Cathedral. ‘

The indulgences are applicable to the souls i oatory by
ol Pl uls in purgatory by
Krowing that “unless the Lord build the house in vain
they labour whe build it,” T entreat the prayers as well as
the alms of the faithful for our un«lvrtznl;il;g', and I pray
in turn that God may for ever bless those who, out of t'l)(*{r
charity, help in any way to erect St. Adamnan’s Cathedral.
" PATRICK O’DONNELL,
¥ Bishop of Raphoe.
Letterkenny,
IFeast of St. Columba (9th June), 1891.
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HYMNUS SAICULARIS

In Honorem Sancti Columbe occasione Ezpleti Seculi Tertii

Decimi Celebrandi ex quo mortuus est.

Quam diem plausu celebremus @quo ?
Sgeculum trinum decimum Columbe®
Ceelites inter redimiti euntis
Personat orbis.
[1la fortunata aliena tellus !
Ceelitus missum, soboles Potentum,
Exulem te gestit, genuisse nostra
Terra Conalli.!
Hodie cantate pares triumphos,
Unde mellito trahit ore plebem,
Jarbaras gentes Domino lucraturve
Inclybus Abbas.

Ejus exortu, Patriam periti
Artium legumque sacrarum adornant,
Quos petit Sanctus redolens amorem

Lucis alendz.
Cum scholas magnas penetravit usque,
Eece quantum omnes superatb sodales !
Odium pellit procul, et columen

Fulget amoris.
Nune domus clare posuit nitorem,
Indolem regum tamen expiatam
Servat, ac celestia contuetur

Corde calente.
Benchor ? excellens, Cluan inde Erarda ®
KEmicans passim (simili magistri
Nuncupantur nomine, Finiano)

Concelebravit.
Studiis plene omnibus institutus,
Litteris atque artibus (et Camenas
Otio raro colit), inde sevit

Semina leta.
[nsule natalitiee saluti
Providus—nam gloria posterorum
Presulum jam diluculo videtur

In juveni almo—

Denique in fines rediens paternos,

Struxit Adem, Cenobia apparavit.

Mente complectens varie quot artes,
Pandere verbum,

Quos labores, ostia Faille * juxta,

Cui loco nomen Daire-Colga ® notum,

(eeipit gaudens, iterum precando
Pignora dia.




1 Terra Cong

Faille=Foyle.

Eligit vitee socios beate
Quos Deus monstrat meritis repletos ;
Cura fanorum bene devoluta

Integra durat.

Templa primus Rathbotiae struebas,
Ast Adamnano ut honor Patroni
Restet haud invitus. Et intuentes
Mira patrantem
Te stupent omnes ; faber en molaris
E rota rivum in rapidum evomente
Volvitur letho ; precibus Columbae
Spiritus adflat.

Heu! Coloni vomeris haud potiti

Artificem exquirunt, cui gnara fornax ;

Quid juvat ? Fergnam juvenem edocebat
Mirifice Abbas.

Dicitar Pheebus mediis in orbis
Partibus, Delphis, habitasse : constat
Nobilem fundasse domum Columbam

In media Ierne.
Daire-Magh ¢ circa radiavit ejus
Fulgor ; etsi mox nova querit arva,
Ars colorum quis decorare quadret,

KEnitet illi.

“ Daire-Magh Librum * prius arte summa,
Pingit exornatque manu perita,
Omnibus mirum, decorare libros,

Ars nova nata

Maxime talis tamen artis Abbas

Inclytum exemplar dedit in libello

Quem vocant “ Kenlis” 7 ; ibi perpolivit
Biblia sancta.

Viribus cultis minus ecce fidens,

Optimus scriptor sapienter optat,

[psa quee, dictante Deo, exarata.
Multiplicentur.

Insulam nostram docilemque sanctam

Seepibus circumdedit ; illico exul

Scoticam oram sanguine quam adamavit,
Sponte refugit.

Januas regum reseras, et uno

Conficis verbo nova signa. Quot se

Ad Deum vertunt, monacho trahente
Quem docuisti ¢

Heee erat tellus tibi cara vivo :

Jure concivem, Pater alme, dicit

Terra Conalli ; memor, O Columba,

t I\”‘.“]’i""})]']t/”l‘

uli=Tirconnell. 2 Benchor=Bangor. 3 Cluan-Erarda

5 Daire-Colga=Derry. 6 Daire-Magh Durrow.

" Kenlis

Clonara

Kells,

Q
)

Eunan’s Cathedral, Letterkenny.




From ' a sermon preached on Sunday, June 5th, 1898,
in St. Eugene's Cathedral, Derry, by the MOST Rev.
Dr. O’DONNELL, Bishop of Raphoe.

(From report in Derry Journal, June 6th, 1898.)

He is the patron of the exile, of the patriot, of the total
abstainer. Above all, he is the patron of schocls. In him
we find love of learning and love of piety most admirably
combined. Tt wag because of early association with the old
church in Kilmacrennan he received part of his beautiful
name ; or as a boy at school from the habit of gliding away
from, his companions to pray before the Tabernacle of the
Lord in His holy temple. And is it not recorded that as
young monk in Derry, the head of a monastery and school,
he was an apostle and doctor of the Blessed Sacrament? And
who has read wunmoved Adamnan’s description  of
how Columba’s spirit passed away after midnight before the
altar of the Lord in Tona? We cannot name any great cause
of lasting moment to our people for which he may not be
aptly chosen as the patron or advocate. But of that com-
bination of lively faith and Irish feeling and highest
scholarship which Providence may have in store as
the great ideal and triumph of our people in the
future he is eminently the model. Moreover, if besides our
Divine Lord the children of toil the wide world over have
St. Joseph and St. Paul to invoke as not disdaining to use
their hands in manual labour, it is well that the worlkers of
our country should recall that St. Columba and his monks
combined occupations like their own with the highest
literary and religious pursuits. In our day there are mo
limits to the influence of the Press, and the Christian Press
is one of the most powerful factors in the proper education of
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the young. St. Columba was the greatest editor of his day,
and every monastery he founded was as good as a printing
house. Centuries before type was known the monks multi-
plied the sacred Scriptures as fast as they could transcribe
them, and it is a great lesson for us that to this work, when
copies were hard to make, a man of St. Columba’s genius
gave his days rather than to original composition. He was
engaged at it until he could work no more. You remember
he finished with the words, “ They who seek the Lord shall

.

not be deprived of any good.”

Catholic Church, Raphoe.
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MES \H E TO THE POPE.

Yoma. Cardinalis Logue et
Patritids; 156 s Rapotensis, cum clero universo Rapo-
tensi ac decem millibus laicorum saeculum tertium decimum
Columbae celebrantibus, Beatitudini vestrae obsequium
devotissimum ac gratias effluentes impensissime reddunt.

(TRANSLATION.)
“ Pope Leo XIII., Rome.

“ Cardinal Logue and Patrick, Bishop of Raphoe, together
with all the Raphoe clergy and ten thousand people as-
sembled to celebrate the thirteenth centenary of Columba,
most earnestly desire to express to your Holiness their

devoted homage and unbounded gratitude.”

(TELEGRAM FROM HIS HOLINESS.)
REPLY.
“ IEminentissimo Cardinali Logue,
‘ Letterkenny.
“Telegramma KEminentiae tuae ac Episcopi Rapotensis
peracceptum fuit Summo Pontifici, qui vobis atque clero et
singulis fidelibus seculum tertium decimum Columbae cele-
brantibus, gratias agens Apostolicam Benedictionem pera-
manter impertit—M. Card Ramporra.”
The following is the translation of the telegram : —
“To his Eminence Cardinal Logue,
¢ Letterkenny.
“The telegram of your Eminence and of the Bishop of
Raphoe was most acceptable to the Supreme Pontiff, who,
while thanking you most lovingly, imparts the Apostolie
Benediction to you, the clergy, and all the faithful engaged
in celebrating .the - thirteenth centennial - anniversary of
Saint Columba.”
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